
     
No matter who you are or where you are  

on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
Rev. Lise Sparrow, Pastor 

Peter Amidon and Andy Davis, Choir Directors 
 

Pastor’s Phone: (802) 257-2776 
Pastor’s e-mail: gccucc@sover.net 

Administrator’s/Kitchen Phone: (802) 257-0994 
Administrator’s e-mail: gccsecy@sover.net 

website: www.guilfordchurch.org 
Or Like us on Facebook at Guilford Community Church, 

United Church of Christ 

 
Administrative Office Hours: Closed Mon 

Tues-Fri 9am-3pm 
Pastor’s Office Hours: By Appointment 

 
Bulletin Notices: Please notify the office by Thursday at 
noon if you would like something added to the bulletin. 
 
Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one are in the hospital and 
would like a visit from Pastor Lise Sparrow or one of the 
Deacons, please leave a message at 257-2776 with the name 
and room number of the person. Hospital confidentiality 
regulations prevent visits without this information. 

 

Resources used for this service include: 
***One in Love and Mission: Service Prayers for the Seventh 

Sunday of Easter, was written by the Reverend Susan A. Blain,  
Faith Formation Ministry Team.  
****African Prayers: Praise Thanksgiving Hope and Trust 
 by Robert Van de Weyer 
*****Adapted from Richard Rohr, Christ, Cosmology, & 
Consciousness: A Reframing of How We See// 
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“Light from Darkness” 
Photo by Elizabeth Ungerleider 

 
 

“What has come into being in the Blueprint is life, 
life that was the light of human beings 

and the light of this life and love shines in the darkness 
and darkness cannot overpower it.” 

(John 1:5) 
 

 
 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

May 19, 2019 
 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Birthday Song: 
     Happy Birthday, happy birthday, we love you 
     Happy Birthday and may all your dreams come true 
     When you blow out the candles one light stays aglow 
     It’s the love light in your eyes, where’er you go. 
SILENT MEDITATION and LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

INTROIT: “Ukuthula” 
A PRAYER OF INVOCATION*** (John 17: 20-26) 
Mysterious God,  
You reveal Yourself in Jesus, your Beloved Child 
who gives us a glimpse Your glory  
and invites us to share in the unity of all that is Holy:  
the holiness that is You, Your creation, Your people,  
united in the Spirit that breaks through all boundaries 

of fear and injustice. 
Meet us here today, O Unity, and teach us to be one: 
  One in love for each other 
  One in love for Creation 
One in understanding with all who find in Jesus  

the Way to You 
One in peace with all who find other paths to your Truth. 

We ask all this in the name of Jesus, whose fervent 
prayer was ever:  “May they all be one.” 
 

OPENING HYMN: #600 “God Beyond All Names” 
PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION (Shilluk/Sudan) 

Sometimes we turn our backs on You, O God. We forget 
that you exist, and we ignore your laws. But when our 

backs are turned toward You, terrible misfortune 
befalls us. Sometimes You turn Your back on us O God 

You forget we exist and You ignore our needs. But 
when Your back is turned, terrible misfortune befalls 

us. Let us always face each other, O God. 
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SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 11:1-18  
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN #617  
     “Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”  
 

ANTHEM: “In the Morning When I Rise”  
SERMON:  The Universal Christ  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses) 
     (It is our custom to join hands for the Lord’s Prayer.) 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN #278: 
“Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...” 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 CALL TO OFFERING  

 *DOXOLOGY  
 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

PASSING THE PEACE  
*THE CLOSING HYMN: #129 “Of Eternal Love Begotten”  
 

SENDING FORTH OF THE LIGHT 
BENEDICTION  
*THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 
*invites the congregation to stand 
**RPB=Red Pew Bible       ***LPB=Large Print Bible 
 

We wish you a warm welcome this morning,  
and hope you will feel very much at home and among friends.   

Please plan to stay and join us after the service  
for a time of refreshment and fellowship. 

 

Today we especially thank the following volunteers who 
make this worship service and the reception after possible: 

Service Coordinator: Mary Piluski 
Greeters: Rachel Johnson + Dwayne Johnson 

Coffee Hour: Social Outreach Committee 
 

The beautiful banners are loaned to us by Joan Peters 

for the season.  You may recognize the May banner on 

the side wall which was handmade by our own  

Margaret Dale Barrand. We thank them both. 
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SILENT CONFESSION 
UNISON ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Banyankore, Uganda) 



Let me smile with gratitude when good fortune befalls 
me. Let me never become proud, imagining good 

fortune is the reward for my virtue and goodness. Let 
me never become complacent, imagining that good 

fortune will always be my lot. Let me never cease to 
enjoy good fortune when it occurs. And let me share 

my good fortune with others. 

 
ANTHEM: “Let It Be Me” (The Everly Brothers) 
 

God bless the day I found you 
I want to stay around you 
And so I beg you, let it be me 
 
Don't take this heaven from one 
If you must cling to someone 
Now and forever, let it be me 
 
Each time we meet, love 
I find complete love 
Without your sweet love  
what would life be? 
 
So never leave me lonely 
Tell me you love me only 
And that you'll always let it be me 
 
The children are invited forward… 
 
BLESSING of Curtiss Reed Jr and Cathryn Griffith: 
Cathryn and Curtiss have chosen a traditional hand 
binding ceremony to symbolize their bond of love. Dating 
to ancient times, and commonly used in African 
ceremonies, two partners joining hands and having their 
wrists tied together, symbolizes the binding together of 
their individual lives. This is where we get the expression 
“tying the knot.” 
 

(Couple joins hands.) 
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Cathryn and Curtiss, this cloth is a symbol of the 
connection between your two lives. As your hands are 

bound together by this cloth, so too, are your lives bound 
together. 
 

(The Couple’s wrists are wrapped & tied loosely with cloth.) 
 

Just as your hands are now bound together, so too, are 
your lives. This binding is formed by the vows you make 
today, and by the promises you make in your hearts and 
uphold each day through your actions. 
 

(The Hand Fasting cord is removed, without untying it.) 
 

PRESENTATION AND BLESSING OF THE COUPLE 
HYMN: #368 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
The children are invited downstairs for activities or nursery 
care following the message and prayer.  
 

CONTEMPORARY READING*****  
 John 1:1–14 (adapted)  
In the beginning was the Universal Blueprint:  
The Universal Blueprint was with God 
and the Universal Blueprint was God.  

This Blueprint has been with God since the beginning. 
Through this inner plan all things came into being, 
not one thing came into being except through this 
Blueprint and plan. 
What has come into being in the Blueprint is life, 
life that was the light of human beings 
and the light of this life and love shines in the darkness 
and darkness cannot overpower it. . . .  

This Universal Blueprint is the light of the real, 
the love that enlightens all human beings who have come 
into the world. 
And through love this Blueprint is made manifest, 
and comes into the world. 
He was in the world that had its being through him. 
But the world did not know him. . . . The Universal 
Blueprint became flesh and lives among us.  
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ARE YOU CONSIDERING BECOMING A MEMBER 



OF THE CHURCH? 
 

We will welcome new members June 2! 
 

Lise will meet with those interested at a time arranged 
among those interested before that day. 

 

 Information packets are available at the back of the 
church or speak to a deacon or fill out one of the 
bookmarks in the pews and give it to a deacon  

or place it in the offering plate. 

 

 

CHURCH CONNECTIONS AND SUPPORT 
 
Need a ride to church? Please call Patty Meyer  
at 254-0994 by Friday noon. 
 

Want to receive our weekly e-news and quarterly  

newsletters? Please fill out one of the cards in the pews 
and place it on the offering plate. 

 
BCTV: Many of our services have been filmed and can be 
found on BCTV, Channel 8 Wednesday morning at 7am 
and Sunday mornings at 8am or anytime online at 
www.brattleborotv.org.  
 

Audio-recordings of services are available through Patty 
at 257-0994. 

AA MEETINGS take place on Tuesdays and Fridays in the 
Houghton Room. Tuesdays at 6:00 pm is an OPEN AA 
MEETING for men and women. Friday's meeting is at 5:30 
pm and is a closed AA meeting, for women only.  

SECOND SUNDAY STEP STUDY – An Al-Anon Family Step 
Work Group. This group meets the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, 2- 4pm in the Houghton Room. The next meeting is 
Sunday, June 9th.  

 

Sponsored by BAILA— 
The Brattleboro Area Interfaith Leadership Alliance  

 

TODAY FROM 1-4 PM 
at the First Congregational Church of West Brattleboro 

 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING - UNDERSTANDING A COMPLEX ISSUE 
Linda Joy Sullivan, MBA, CPA, LL.M 

Vermont House Representative 
 

 

 
 

FRESHLY BAKED PIE SALE 
Saturday, May 25 

9 a.m. - 12 Noon 

Baked beans and potato salad too! 

To benefit the Guilford Community Church 

At the corner of Route 5 and Guilford Center Road 

(Richmond’s Auto) 
 

Help needed on May 23 from 4-8 pm; May 24, all shifts 8 am-

10 pm and setting up tent 7-9 am and take down 11-12 pm and 

Pie sales 9-noon on May 25 
 

Ingredients needed: Crisco, King Arthur Flour, pecans, karo 

syrup, sugar, etc. To help or donate ingredients or pies,  

email nanci.leitch@gmail.com 
 

 

Centering Prayer every Wednesday 
everyone welcome 

 
EVERY WEEK 

4:20 - 4:50 pm  OPEN MEDITATION 
DISCUSSION 4:50-5:30pm  

 

 

 
CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

Today:  May 19.  After church: Elizabeth Christie 

http://www.brattleborotv.org/
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ARE YOU PLANNING AHEAD? 
Stay after church for a planned giving workshop with Ana 
Saavedra of Edward Jones.  Learn about tax benefits, 
different options for making gifts, and even hear about 
advanced medical directives from Jenn McCalley!  
 

May 25   PIE SALE  
 

May 26   UNION SERVICE 

    in West Brattleboro  
 

June 2   NEW MEMBER WELCOME 

    Last Sunday of Sunday School 

BRATTLEBORO AREA INTERFAITH YOUTH BOTTLE 
COLLECTION Our bottle redemptions go to help provide 
summer camp for children on the Cheyenne River 
Reservation in South Dakota and will directly support our 
teens to make the trip this summer. 
Redeemable bottles and cans can be left in the bin on 

the back porch. Please place recyclables in a bag or 
container.  

SENIOR LUNCH is the first and third Friday of each month. 
For more information, please call Peg Curtiss at 254-9774. 
The next meal is Friday, June 7th.  

LIVING STRONG Classes for strength and balance meet at 
the church Mon/Wed at 5:15–6:15pm, Tuesday -Friday 10-
11am. Speak to Lise (257-2776) or Lucy (380-3695) for 
more information or check out the Facebook page: Guilford 
Living Strong.  

TAI CHI FOR MATURE BODIES – Mondays from 10-11 
Intermediate & Mondays 11-12 for Beginners. For more 
information contact Patty at 257-0994.  

 

PRAYERS AT GUILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

Our faith teaches us that prayer is a unique and powerful  

force for healing. Within our community, we believe it is also 
important to respect confidentiality. We trust the people listed 
below have been consulted and are glad to be included. 
 

If you would like a loved one added to these prayers, please 
leave a prayer request in the prayer triangle at the back of the 
Sanctuary, or call the Pastor’s phone line (257-2776). They will 
be included in the list for three weeks unless other requests  
are made. 

   Family & Friends of Haroldine Howell 
Joan Shimer  Angela Daprato     Grace Wahlberg 
Lisa Vose     Joan Seymour           Doris Spahr 
Mary Grove    Elaine Petrie        Carol Jaenson 
Theodore Koehler                Alison              Elisabeth Dearborn 
Bonnie Waker                      Justin          Tony Barrand 
Jay Falk    Diana MacInnes              Joy Hayes 
Lois & Chaz Freeman       Herb Meyer      Elizabeth Israel 
Ruth Ayers   Anne Janeway          Michael Vose 
Jim Peters  Jerome Holland          Kyle Franklin 
Jill Rader         GCC Search Committee 

Phil & Millie Starr and their Family 
 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: Should a health emergency arise during 
the week for which you would like prayers, or if you would 
be willing to pray for others and would like to join the prayer 
chain, please call Lucy Spahr-Blazej at 380-3695. If you are 
leaving a message for Lucy requesting a prayer, please spell 
the name(s) or email Lucy at lucysb1@gmail.com. 
 

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY continues to provide 
beautiful hand knit or crocheted shawls for those in need  
of the comfort the shawls offer. We have a good supply of yarn 
and patterns for those who wish to fashion a shawl. If you 
would like a shawl blessed to give to someone please speak  
to Lise, Pat Haine or Ellen Crockett. If you would like yarn to 
make one please contact Pat. And, if you donate a shawl 
please put your name on it so we will know who made this 
gift. 

mailto:lucysb1@gmail.com

	GUILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH
	United Church of Christ
	May 19, 2019
	“Light from Darkness”
	Photo by Elizabeth Ungerleider
	“What has come into being in the Blueprint is life, life that was the light of human beings and the light of this life and love shines in the darkness and darkness cannot overpower it.”
	(John 1:5)
	FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
	ORDER OF WORSHIP
	Happy Birthday, happy birthday, we love you
	When you blow out the candles one light stays aglow
	CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN #617
	ANTHEM: “In the Morning When I Rise”
	SERMON:  The Universal Christ
	PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
	THE LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses)
	CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN #278:
	THE OFFERTORY
	CALL TO OFFERING
	*DOXOLOGY
	UNISON ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Banyankore, Uganda)
	Let me smile with gratitude when good fortune befalls me. Let me never become proud, imagining good fortune is the reward for my virtue and goodness. Let me never become complacent, imagining that good fortune will always be my lot. Let me never cease...
	ANTHEM: “Let It Be Me” (The Everly Brothers)
	The children are invited forward…
	BLESSING of Curtiss Reed Jr and Cathryn Griffith:
	Cathryn and Curtiss have chosen a traditional hand binding ceremony to symbolize their bond of love. Dating to ancient times, and commonly used in African ceremonies, two partners joining hands and having their wrists tied together, symbolizes the bin...
	CONTEMPORARY READING*****
	John 1:1–14 (adapted)
	In the beginning was the Universal Blueprint:
	The Universal Blueprint was with God and the Universal Blueprint was God.
	UNISON ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Banyankore, Uganda)
	Let me smile with gratitude when good fortune befalls me. Let me never become proud, imagining good fortune is the reward for my virtue and goodness. Let me never become complacent, imagining that good fortune will always be my lot. Let me never cease...
	ANTHEM: “Let It Be Me” (The Everly Brothers)
	The children are invited forward…
	BLESSING of Curtiss Reed Jr and Cathryn Griffith:
	Cathryn and Curtiss have chosen a traditional hand binding ceremony to symbolize their bond of love. Dating to ancient times, and commonly used in African ceremonies, two partners joining hands and having their wrists tied together, symbolizes the bin...
	CONTEMPORARY READING*****
	John 1:1–14 (adapted)
	In the beginning was the Universal Blueprint:
	The Universal Blueprint was with God and the Universal Blueprint was God.
	Need a ride to church? Please call Patty Meyer
	at 254-0994 by Friday noon.
	CHURCH CALENDAR
	Today:  May 19.  After church: Elizabeth Christie
	May 25   PIE SALE
	May 26   UNION SERVICE
	in West Brattleboro
	June 2   NEW MEMBER WELCOME
	Last Sunday of Sunday School
	to Lise, Pat Haine or Ellen Crockett. If you would like yarn to make one please contact Pat. And, if you donate a shawl please put your name on it so we will know who made this gift.

