
         
No matter who you are or where you are  

on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 

 
Rev. Lise Sparrow, Pastor 

Peter Amidon and Andy Davis, Choir Directors 
 

Pastor’s Phone: (802) 257-2776 
Pastor’s e-mail: lisemsparrow@gmail.com 

Administrator’s/Kitchen Phone: (802) 257-0994 
Administrator’s e-mail: guilfordchurch@gmail.com 

website: www.guilfordchurch.org 
Or Like us on Facebook at Guilford Community Church, 

United Church of Christ 
 

 
Administrative Office Hours: Closed Mon 

Tues-Fri 9am-3pm 
Pastor’s Office Hours: By Appointment 

 

Bulletin Notices: Please notify the office by Thursday at 
noon if you would like something added to the bulletin. 
 
Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one are in the hospital and 
would like a visit from Pastor Lise Sparrow or one of the 
Deacons, please leave a message at 257-2776 with the name 
and room number of the person. Hospital confidentiality 
regulations prevent visits without this information. 
 
Prayer Chain: Should a health emergency arise during the 
week for which you would like prayers, or if you would be 
willing to pray for others and would like to join the prayer 
chain, please call Lucy Spahr-Blazej at 380-3695. If you are 
leaving a message for Lucy requesting a prayer, please spell 
the name(s) or email Lucy at lucysb1@gmail.com. 
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June 30, 2019 

 

 

 
 

“Home to the table, home to the feast 
Where the last are first and the greatest are the least 

Where the rich will envy what the poor have got 
Everybody's got enough, 'though we ain't got a lot 

No one is forgotten, no one is alone 
When we're calling all the children home…” 

(John Mc Cutcheon) 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



THIRD SUNDAY IN PENTECOST 
JUNE 30, 2019 

 

Note: Parts of the today’s liturgy are drawn from the service of  
Holy Communion at the National UCC Synod,  
which took place last Sunday in Milwaukee. 

 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A complete list of announcements can be found in the insert or in our 
weekly e-news. Please fill out the cards in the pews to be added to our 
mailings. 

BIRTHDAY SONG 
     Happy Birthday, happy birthday, we love you 
     Happy Birthday and may all your dreams come true 
     When you blow out the candles one light stays aglow 
     It’s the love light in your eyes, where’er you go. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION & THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
INTROIT: “Navajo Prayer” 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP: The Four Directions Prayer (Helgemo/Blue Coat) 
Leader: Creator God, as relatives of many communities, 
We are brought together to celebrate our lives in your love. 
Community: Let us remember all of our relatives, past and present, 
winged and four legged.  
Leader: As we face the East, it is the time of new beginnings, with the rising 
of the sun, the birth of a child, the start of the week, we begin anew. 
With the springtime comes the blossoming of the plants and the birth of the 
animals, as we celebrate the emerging patterns of life. We hear the 
drumbeat, the heartbeat of Mother Earth. 
Community: We give thanks for our birth, the time of exploration and 
creation. 
Leader: As we face the South, we celebrate  and acknowledge our emotion. 
We recognize the strengths and struggles of our youth. Help us share our 
laughter, love and joy as we walk through the day. In our world of diversity, 
in this time of growing, we hear the drum beat. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
(It is our custom to join hands for the Lord’s Prayer.) 

 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  
      Hymn #278  “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...” 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 CALL TO OFFERING 
 OFFERING PRAYER 
 *DOXOLOGY 
 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
*THE CLOSING HYMN: #364 "This Little Light of Mine" 
 
SENDING FORTH THE LIGHT  
BENEDICTION  
*THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 
*invites the congregation to stand 
***RPB=Red Pew Bible       ***LPB=Large Print Bible 
 

We wish a warm welcome to all our visitors  
and, most especially, to the congregations and pastors  
of the First Congregational Church, West Brattleboro; 

Centre Congregational Church and Dummerston Congregational 
Church: our brothers and sisters in the United Church of Christ. 
We hope you will feel very much at home and among friends.  

 
Please plan to stay and join us after the service  

for a time of fellowship and refreshment.  
 

Today we especially thank the volunteers who make  
this worship service & the reception after possible. 

Service Coordinator: Lucy Spahr-Blazej 
Greeters: Betty Putnam & Mary Piluski 

Coffee Hour: Finance Committee & Pot Luck 
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SPECIAL MUSIC: “Irish Blessing” 



CONTEMPORARY READING (Joellen Tarallo) 
 

“Remember” 
 

Remember the sky that you were born under, 
know each of the star's stories. 
Remember the moon, know who she is. 
Remember the sun's birth at dawn, that is the 
strongest point of time. Remember sundown 
and the giving away to night. 
Remember your birth, how your mother struggled 
to give you form and breath. You are evidence of 
her life, and her mother's, and hers.  
Remember your father. He is your life, also. 
Remember the earth whose skin you are: 
red earth, black earth, yellow earth, white earth 
brown earth, we are earth. 
Remember the plants, trees, animal life who all have their 
tribes, their families, their histories, too. Talk to them, 
listen to them. They are alive poems. 
Remember the wind. Remember her voice. She knows the 
origin of this universe. 
Remember you are all people and all people are you. 
Remember you are this universe and this universe is you. 
Remember all is in motion, is growing, is you. 
Remember language comes from this. 
Remember the dance language is, that life is. 
Remember. 

 (by Joy Harjo, 2019 US Poet Laureate) 
 

SCRIPTURE READING (Joellen Tarallo) 
 Galatians 5: 1,13-14, 22-26    
    **RPB p.179   ***LPB p. 232 
HYMN #298  “Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”  
 

SOUTH DAKOTA PRESENTATION 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  “Calling All the Children Home” 
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We give thanks for the gifts of tenderness, kindness and understanding,  

for these draw us closer to each other and to our Creator. 
As we face the West, we celebrate Spirit. This is the time of reflection  
and stillness for our ultimate growth. Bringing together the patterns  
of life and the emotions with the Spirit, we are led to a greater faith.  
As we reap the harvest, we hear the drum beat. 
As the sun moves along its path in the sky, we bring closure to those who 
have walked on. We remember and reflect on the experiences of the day. 
We give thanks for this time of reflection and remembrance. 
In facing the North, we celebrate the life of our elders. 
For the gifts of insight and wisdom that God has revealed to them  
out of their past, which are so vital to us in our present. In the evening,  
as we gather at home to listen to the stories, we hear the drum beat. 
As we listen and share, we build respect for each other. 
We give thanks for the strength of community. 
As we continue the circles of life, we are united in the love of the creator, 
God. As we look downward to the earth, we are reminded of the unlimited 
gift of Her care. As we look upward to the Father Sky, we are reminded  
of the unlimited gift of his grace. 
We listen for the drum beat and are reminded that as we move through  
our lives, we impact all around us.  We are reminded of our responsibility 
to nurture those around us, as we are nurtured through creation.  
We give our thanks to our God, who provides the gifts given to us  
from the four directions. Mother Earth and Father Sky. 
 

OPENING HYMN: #65 “Many and Great, O God” 
 

UNISON PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION - Chief Yellow Lark – 1887 
Oh Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds, and whose breath gives 
life to all the world, hear me. I come before You, one of Your children, I am 
small and weak. I need Your strength and wisdom. Let me walk in beauty 
and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset. Make my hands 
respect the things You have made, my ears sharp to hear Your voice. Make 
me wise, so that I may know the things You have taught my people,  
the lesson you have hidden in every leaf and rock. I seek strength not to be 
superior to my brothers, but to be able to fight my greatest enemy, myself. 
Make me ever ready to come to You, with clean hands and straight eyes,  
so when life fades as a fading sunset, my spirit may come to you without 
shame.  Amen.  
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SILENT CONFESSION 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  (Dakota Holy Song) 
O you people, be healed; Life anew I bring to you. O you people  
be healed; Life anew I bring to you. Through the Father over all do I offer 

healing. Life anew I bring to you.  
 

CHILDREN’S STORY:  “Values of the Cheyenne River” (see left) 
COMMISSIONING OF TRAVELERS 

 

The 2019 South Dakota travelers include:  
Margaret Holland, Lily Quintero, Sam Freitas-Eagan, Joellen Tarallo, 
Stennie Nelson, Terry Sylvester and Rev. Lise Sparrow  from  Guilford 
Community Church; Gary and Sara Graff from All Souls Unitarian 
Universalist, Rob and Grace Szpila from St Michael’s Catholic Church, 
Dylan and Jeremiah Burrows from the Second Congregational Church of 
Londonderry, Jonah Petrie from the Brattleboro Area Jewish Community, 
and Alex  Schriver, Magnus von Krusenstiern, Kathryn Wocell, Padma 
Mendelsund, Sophie Mikijaniec, Lily Buren and Conall Halvey. 

 

Please include them in your prayers. 
 

South Dakota Trip Group Members:  We are ready to embark on a Service 
Trip experience.  We have gathered as a group and prepared together. 
Today we are ready to be sent out in the service of others. 
Leader:  Friends, you are entrusted by these congregations and the 
broader community to embody God's love with each other and those you 
meet during this trip. 
Group Members:  We look forward to enjoying each other and to serving 
the community of La Plant with open hearts and by bringing our skills to 
bear with care and concern. 
Leader:  Friends, you are commissioned by this congregation to share your 
skills and passions and to learn from the people you will meet. 
 
CONGREGATION:  We covenant with you and before God to journey 
with you in prayer and to be open to new ideas for action when the 
group returns.  We joyfully expect to participate in God's labors with you 
through the experience of this trip. 
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CHURCH CONNECTIONS AND SUPPORT 
 

Need a ride to church? Please call Patty Meyer  
at 254-0994 by Friday noon. 
 

Want to receive our weekly e-news and quarterly  
newsletters? Please fill out one of the cards in the pews 
and place it on the offering plate. 
 

BCTV: Many of our services have been filmed and can be 
found on BCTV, Channel 8 Wednesday morning at 7am and 
Sunday mornings at 8am or anytime online at 
www.brattleborotv.org.  
 

Audio-recordings of services are available through Patty 
at 257-0994. 
 

AA MEETINGS take place on Tuesdays and Fridays in the 
Houghton Room. Tuesdays at 6:00 pm is an OPEN AA 
MEETING for men and women. Friday's meeting is at 5:30 
pm and is a closed AA meeting, for women only.  

 

SECOND SUNDAY STEP STUDY – An Al-Anon Family Step 
Work Group. This group meets the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, 2- 4pm in the Houghton Room. The next meeting is  
Sunday, July14th.  

 

SENIOR LUNCH is the first and third Friday of each month. 
For more information, please call Peg Curtiss at 254-9774. 
The next meal is Friday, July 5th.  
 

LIVING STRONG Classes for strength and balance meet at 
the church Mon/Wed at 5:15–6:15pm, Tuesday -Friday 10-
11am. Speak to Lise (257-2776) or Lucy (380-3695) for 
more information or check out the Facebook page: Guilford 
Living Strong.  
 

TAI CHI FOR MATURE BODIES – Mondays from 11-12 
downstairs in Zeller Hall. For more information contact 

Patty at 257-0994. Tai Chi will be on vacation from July 7– July 14. 

New session to begin July 22.  There will be a beginners 
class at 10 and intermediate to follow at 11. 

 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

Today, June 30 
South Dakota Travelers 
UNION Service at GCC 

Special Coffee Hour  
WELCOME!! 

 
Travelers meet after church 

(Houghton Room) 
 

Friday, July 5 

Welcome Center Fundraiser 
Baked Goods and helpers still needed  

Sign-up sheets at the 
back of the church 

 

Sunday, July 7 
Worship Leader: Bev Langeveld 

Communion: Elizabeth Fisher 
 

Sunday, July 16 

Worship Leader: Sue Owings 
 

Sunday, July 21 
Lise returns to the pulpit 

 

 
CENTERING PRAYER every Wednesday 

---everyone welcome 
4:15-4:50 pm  OPEN MEDITATION in the Sanctuary 

 
5 to 5:20 pm DISCUSSION in the Houghton Room 
“Universal Christ: Chapter 12” by R.Rohr this week 

 
5:20-5:30 Centering Prayer in the Houghton Room 

 

 

 
 
 

We welcome  

THE BRATTLEBORO AREA 
INTERFAITH YOUTH  

http://www.brattleborotv.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
They are traveling to North and South Dakota from July 4 
to 15 this summer for a service learning trip.  
 

We are 13 teens and 8 adults who will live and work with 
the Cheyenne River Lakota people in La Plant and Swift 
Bird, South Dakota, helping with construction and hosting 
a summer camp for the local children and teens.  

 
Upon arrival they will visit the Pine Ridge Reservation and 
after the work-week they will spend two days on the 
Standing Rock Reservation. 

 

Our Mission is to raise our own awareness of the 
history of Native Americans on the Lakota Reservation 
and to return and share what we learn. 
 
The work with children and construction is a concrete 
contribution but our awareness raising is important 
as well!! 
 
How Can you Help?  
• Go Fund Me: Donate at 
https://www.gofundme.com/volunteer-work-with-
lakota-youth-2019 or donate today Checks can be 
made out to GCC/BAIYG 
 
All loose offering will go to provide supplies and 

to support the UMATTER program to prevent 
youth suicide. 
 

THANK YOU FROM ALL OF US! 
PRAYERS AT GUILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 

Our faith teaches us that prayer is a unique and powerful  

force for healing. Within our community, we believe it is also 
important to respect confidentiality. We trust the people listed 
below have been consulted and are glad to be included. 
 

If you would like a loved one added to these prayers, please 
leave a prayer request in the prayer triangle at the back of the 
Sanctuary, or call the Pastor’s phone line (257-2776). They will 
be included in the list for three weeks unless other requests  
are made. 

          Family & Friends of Jim Peters 
Joan Shimer  Angela Daprato     Grace Wahlberg 
Lisa Vose     Joan Seymour           Doris Spahr 
Mary Grove    Elaine Petrie        Carol Jaenson 
Theodore Koehler                Alison              Elisabeth Dearborn 
Bonnie Waker                      Justin          Tony Barrand 
Jay Falk    Diana MacInnes              Joy Hayes 
Lois & Chaz Freeman       Herb Meyer      Elizabeth Israel 
Ruth Ayers   Anne Janeway          Michael Vose 
Willow Broaddus     Don Marsh          Kyle Franklin 
Jill Rader                     Laura Christie 
GCC Search Committee            Barbara Le Van & Family 

     Yong Hee Spiller and husband, Doug  
 

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY continues to provide 
beautiful hand knit or crocheted shawls for those in need  
of the comfort the shawls offer. We have a good supply of yarn 
and patterns for those who wish to fashion a shawl. If you 
would like a shawl blessed to give to someone please speak to 
Lise, Pat Haine or Ellen Crockett. If you would like yarn to make 
one please contact Pat. And, if you donate a shawl please put 
your name on it so we will know who made this gift. 
 
PASTORAL CARE WHILE LISE IS AWAY…Lise will be 
away through July 15 with our youth group in South 
Dakota.  During that time Jeremy Kirk will provide emergency 
pastoral care. To reach him or for other pastoral concerns 
please call our head deacon, Lucy Spahr-Blazej, at 380-
3695.  For other church business please call Patty Meyer at 
257-0994 during office hours or our head lay-leader Fred 
Breunig at 257-0994 for urgent matters. 

https://www.gofundme.com/volunteer-work-with-lakota-youth-2019
https://www.gofundme.com/volunteer-work-with-lakota-youth-2019
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