
         
No matter who you are or where you are  

on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
Rev. Lise Sparrow, Pastor 

Peter Amidon and Andy Davis, Choir Directors 
 

Pastor’s Phone: (802) 257-2776 
Pastor’s e-mail: lisemsparrow@gmail.com 

Administrator’s/Kitchen Phone: (802) 257-0994 
Administrator’s e-mail: guilfordchurch@gmail.com 

website: www.guilfordchurch.org 
Or Like us on Facebook at Guilford Community Church, 

United Church of Christ 
 

 
Administrative Office Hours: Closed Mon 

Tues-Fri 9am-3pm 
Pastor’s Office Hours: By Appointment 

 
Bulletin Notices: Please notify the office by Thursday at 
noon if you would like something added to the bulletin. 
 

Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one are in the hospital and 
would like a visit from Pastor Lise Sparrow or one of the 
Deacons, please leave a message at 257-2776 with the name 
and room number of the person. Hospital confidentiality 
regulations prevent visits without this information. 
 

Prayer Chain: Should a health emergency arise during the 
week for which you would like prayers, or if you would be 
willing to pray for others and would like to join the prayer 
chain, please call Lucy Spahr-Blazej at 380-3695. If you are 
leaving a message for Lucy requesting a prayer, please spell 
the name(s) or email Lucy at lucysb1@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 
United Church Of Christ 

 

JULY 21, 2019 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

 

 
 
 

“As individual fingers we can easily be broken, 
but all together we make a mighty fist.” 

(Sitting Bull) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

July 21, 2019 

https://www.azquotes.com/author/2148-Sitting_Bull


 
PRELUDE  
WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Birthday Song: 
     Happy Birthday, happy birthday, we love you 
     Happy Birthday and may all your dreams come true 
     When you blow out the candles one light stays aglow 
     It’s the love light in your eyes, where’er you go. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION and THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Hear the words of Crazy Horse, our inspiration for 
today: 
All:  Upon suffering beyond suffering: the Red Nation  

shall rise again and it shall be a blessing for a sick world.  
A world filled with broken promises, selfishness and 

separations. A world longing for light again.  
We see a time of Seven Generations when all the colors  

of humankind will gather under the Sacred Tree of Life  
and the whole Earth will become one circle again. 
 

*OPENING HYMN: #506  
“O God We Bear the Imprint of Your Face” 
 
NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
Today we take joy in welcoming Helen Merena, Nancy Marsh 
and Mary Mader as new members of the church. 

 
The Minister shall say:  
 
Hear the words of Jesus Christ. 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed that 
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide” 
and “Everyone who acknowledges Me before people, I will 
acknowledge before our Creator who is everywhere, in Heaven 
and on earth.” 
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STORIES FROM THE DAKOTAS 
ANTHEM: “Now Is The Cool of The Day” (J. Ritchie) 
                     

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
     (It is our custom to join hands for the Lord’s Prayer.) 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  

Hymn #278 “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...” 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
     CALL TO OFFERING  
     *DOXOLOGY  
      PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
*THE CLOSING HYMN: #386 “We Are One in the Spirit” 
          
BENEDICTION  
*THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 
*invites the congregation to stand 

 

Today we especially thank the volunteers who make  
this worship service & the reception after possible. 

Service Coordinator: Lucy Spahr-Blazej 
Greeters: Kathie Lovell + Ben Coplan 

Coffee Hour: Peter & Mary Alice Amidon  
 

We wish you a warm welcome this morning 
and hope you will feel very much  

at home and among friends.   
Please plan to stay and join us after the service  

for a time of refreshment and fellowship. 

 

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Going on vacation? 

 
Don’t forget to leave your pledge with us! 
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CONTEMPORARY READING “Dawn” by Lyla June Johnson 
 

It is dawn. 



The sun is conquering the sky and my grandmother  
and I are heaving prayers at the horizon. 

“Show me something unbeautiful,” she says, 
“and I will show you the veil over your eyes and take it away. 
And you will see hozho all around you, inside of you.” 

This morning she is teaching me the meaning of HOZHO. 

There is no direct translation from Diné Bizaad, 
the Navajo language, into English 
but every living being knows what hozho means. 

Hozho is every drop of rain, 
every eyelash, 
every leaf on every tree, 
every feather on the bluebird’s wing. 
Hozho is undeniable beauty. 

Hozho is in every breath that we give to the trees. 
And in every breath they give to us in return. 
Hozho is reciprocity. 

My grandmother knows the meaning of hozho well. 
For she speaks a language that grew out of the desert floor 
like red sandstone monoliths that rise like arms out of the 
earth praising creation for all its brilliance. 

Hozho is remembering that you are a part of this brilliance. 
It is finally accepting that, yes, you are a sacred song  
that brings the Diyin Dine’é, the gods, to their knees 
in an almost unbearable ecstasy. 
Hozho is re-membering your own beauty. 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Genesis 18:1-10a 
***RPB p.13   ***LPB p.17 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn:#617    
    “Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”  
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Beloved, Jesus Christ has chosen you, and in Baptism has 
joined you to himself.  Love has called you, together with us, 
into the church.  Now Faith has brought you to this time  

and this place to unite with us in the ministries of this 
congregation.  As you come into our midst, we invite you  
to affirm this Faith as you join with us in the life of this 
congregation. 
 

Do you affirm your Faith in God, and your desire to follow  
the teachings of Jesus Christ? 
 

Response: “I do” 
 

Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of this 
family of God’s people, sharing regularly in the time of 
worship, and enlisting in the work of this congregation as it 
seeks to serve this community and the world? 
 

Response: “I do” 
 

Let us, the members of the Guilford Community Church, UCC, 
and all who are worshipping with us this day, express our 
welcome and affirm our mutual ministry. 
 

The congregation, with the Minister shall say: 
 

“We welcome you with joy, as partners in the common life 

of this church.  We promise you our friendship and prayers 
as we share in the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus 

Christ.  By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue 
to grow together in faith, knowledge and love.” 
 

Minster: Let Us Pray Together… 
 

Eternal God, we praise you for calling us into the church, 
the body of Jesus Christ.  We thank you for your people 

gathered here in the Guilford Community Church and we 
rejoice that you have increased our community of faith.  

Guide us to be a faithful congregation in Christ’s honor, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Offering of Gifts:  



Each new member shall be given a certificate of membership 
and copies of SAFE THIS FAR…AND GRACE SHALL LEAD US 
HOME.,our church history.  
 
Dismissal: The pastor shall offer the following blessing and the 
laying on of hands to each person. 
 
Go serve God. May the peace which passeth all understanding 
keep your heart and mind in the love of God.  Amen. 
 
Giving of the right hand of fellowship: 

 
In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of the Guilford 
Community Church, United Church of Christ, we extend to 
you the hand of Christian love, welcoming you into the 
company of this congregation.   
 

HYMN: (opposite) “Here I am, Lord”  
All welcome new members and offer the sign  
of peace to each other. 
 

PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION (Dakota Holy Song)  
O you people, be healed; Life anew I bring to you. O you people 
be healed; Life anew I bring to you. Through the Spirit, over all 
do I offer healing. Life anew I bring to you.  
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Hezekiah Walker) 

You're all I need, every breath You breathe through me 
You're all I need, let Your rivers flow through me 

You're all I need, every breath You breathe through me 
You're all I need, let Your rivers flow through me 
 

ANTHEM: “The Silver Rain” 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & PRAYER 

(Lily Quintero and Margaret Holland) 
 

HYMN: #375 “Weave, Weave, Weave Us Together” 
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CHURCH CALENDAR 
 



Today, July 21 
New Member Welcome 

 

NEXT Sunday, July 28 
UNION SERVICE 

at Dummerston Church 
 

Sunday August 4 

Pastor Search Report  
right after service 

CHURCH PICNIC and POTLUCK 
Sharing results  

from Search Committee Focus Groups 

 
 

Please Save Time to Help 
at the Guilford Fair 
Saturday and Sunday  

September 1 and 2 

 
CENTERING PRAYER every Wednesday 

---everyone welcome 
4:15-4:50 pm  OPEN MEDITATION in the Sanctuary 

 

4:50 to 5:20 pm DISCUSSION in the Houghton Room 
“Universal Christ: Chapter 12” by R. Rohr this week 

 
5:20-5:30 Centering Prayer in the Houghton Room 

 

PRAYERS AT GUILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

Our faith teaches us that prayer is a unique and powerful  
force for healing. Within our community, we believe it is also 
important to respect confidentiality. We trust the people listed 
below have been consulted and are glad to be included. 
 

If you would like a loved one added to these prayers, please 
leave a prayer request in the prayer triangle at the back of the 
Sanctuary, or call the Pastor’s phone line (257-2776). They will 
be included for three weeks unless other requests are made.  
 
Joan Shimer   Margaret Dale         Grace Wahlberg 
Lisa Vose   Joan Seymour               Doris Spahr 
Mary Grove    Elaine Petrie            Carol Jaenson 
Theodore Koehler        Margaret Dale        Elisabeth Dearborn 
Bonnie Waker                  Justin              Tony Barrand 
Jay Falk  Diana MacInnes                  Joy Hayes 
Lois & Chaz Freeman     Herb Meyer          Elizabeth Israel 
Ruth Ayers    Anne Janeway              Michael Vose 
Willow Broaddus     Don Marsh              Kyle Franklin 
Jill Rader      Al Franklin            Laura Christie 
GCC Search Committee     Alison        Angela Daprato 
Peggy Bowler    Phillip Nelson          Tammy Fleming 
 

 

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY continues to provide 
beautiful hand knit or crocheted shawls for those in need  
of the comfort the shawls offer. We have a good supply of yarn 
and patterns for those who wish to fashion a shawl. If you 
would like a shawl blessed to give to someone please speak to 
Lise, Pat Haine or Ellen Crockett. If you would like yarn to make 
one please contact Pat. And, if you donate a shawl please put 
your name on it so we will know who made this gift. 
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