
         
No matter who you are or where you are  

on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
Rev. Lise Sparrow, Pastor 

Peter Amidon and Andy Davis, Choir Directors 
 

Pastor’s Phone: (802) 257-2776 
Pastor’s e-mail: lisemsparrow@gmail.com 

Administrator’s/Kitchen Phone: (802) 257-0994 
Administrator’s e-mail: guilfordchurch@gmail.com 

website: www.guilfordchurch.org 
Or Like us on Facebook at Guilford Community Church, 

United Church of Christ 
 

 
Administrative Office Hours: Closed Mon 

Tues-Fri 9am-3pm 
Pastor’s Office Hours: By Appointment 

 
Bulletin Notices: Please notify the office by Thursday at 
noon if you would like something added to the bulletin. 
 

Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one are in the hospital and 
would like a visit from Pastor Lise Sparrow or one of the 
Deacons, please leave a message at 257-2776 with the name 
and room number of the person. Hospital confidentiality 
regulations prevent visits without this information. 
 

Prayer Chain: Should a health emergency arise during the 
week for which you would like prayers, or if you would be 
willing to pray for others and would like to join the prayer 
chain, please call Lucy Spahr-Blazej at 380-3695. If you are 
leaving a message for Lucy requesting a prayer, please spell 
the name(s) or email Lucy at lucysb1@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

“God Bless Us Every One!” 
 
PRELUDE  
WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Birthday Song: 
     Happy Birthday, happy birthday, we love you 
     Happy Birthday and may all your dreams come true 
     When you blow out the candles one light stays aglow 
     It’s the love light in your eyes, where’er you go. 
 
SILENT MEDITATION and THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
CANDLE-LIGHTING AND THE PRAYER FOR THE SEARCH  
 

Dear God,  
As the search committee considers candidates who have 

chosen to apply for pastorship with GCC, please let them 

feel your Holy Spirit flow through them. Help them 
discern your voice.  Amen. 

 
INTROIT: “Ditching Song” 
Chorus: 
 

Be merry all, be merry all 

With holly dress the festive hall; 
Prepare the song, the feast, the ball 

To welcome merry Christmas. 
 
And oh remember gentles gay 
For you who bask in fortunes ray, 
The year is all a holiday 
The poor have only Christmas. 
 
When you with velvets mantled o’er 
Defy December’s tempest roar, 
O spare one garment from your store 
To clothe the poor at Christmas. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 

All: We thank you God for this most amazing gift 

that you have brought us together at this table 
in your loving presence and with each other. 

We thank you for your abiding love and for the 
promise of your sacrifice to us. We ask that you 

strengthen our faith and increase our love 
toward one another. 

Let us show forth your praise 

as we worship joyfully together and 
as we serve you gladly in our lives. 

In the name of Christ Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
*THE CLOSING HYMN: #154 “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
 
BENEDICTION  
*THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 
*invites the congregation to stand 

 
Today we especially thank the volunteers who make  
this worship service & the reception after possible. 

 
Service Coordinator: Fred Ashworth 

Greeters: Helen Merena + Ron and Kachina Autenrieth 
Coffee Hour: Barry & MaryEllen Koehler & Mary Piluski 

 
We wish you a warm welcome this morning 

and hope you will feel very much  
at home and among friends.   
Please join us after worship  

for a time of refreshment and fellowship 

 
 

Everyone is invited to join us for the shared reading  

of an adapted version of A CHRISTMAS CAROL today. 
We will gather in the Houghton Room for cider  

and ginger cookies at 4pm. 
Come Listen.   

Come Read 
Come for Hot Cider  

What could make an Advent Brighter? 

SCRIPTURE READING (Elizabeth Fisher) 
ISAIAH 9: 1-7   ***RPB p.600   ***LPB p.780 
 



Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those in 
distress. In the past He humbled the land of Zebulun and 
the land of Naphtali, but in the future He will honor the 
Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: 

The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death, 
a light has dawned.  

You have enlarged the nation 
and increased its joy. 

The people rejoice before You 
as they rejoice at harvest time, 
as men rejoice in dividing the plunder. 

For as in the day of Midian 
You have shattered the yoke of their burden, 

the bar across their shoulders, 
and the rod of their oppressor. 

For every trampling boot of battle 
and every garment rolled in blood 
will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given, 
and the government will be upon His shoulders. 

And He will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of His government and peace 
there will be no end. 

He will reign on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, 

to establish and sustain it 
with justice and righteousness 
from that time and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of Hosts will accomplish this. 
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From blazing loads of fuel awhile 
Your homes are within summer smile, 
O spare one faggot from your pile 
To warm the poor at Christmas. 

 
When you the costly banquet deal 
To guests who never famine feel, 
O spare a morsel from your meal 
To feed the poor at Christmas. 
 
When gen’rous wine your care controls 
And gives new joy to happier souls, 
O spare one goblet from your bowls 
To cheer the poor at Christmas. 
 
So shall each note of mirth appear 
More sweet to heav’n than praise or prayer, 
And angels in their carols there 
Shall bless the poor at Christmas. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES (Jenn, Finn And Junie) 
 
Reader 1: O God, we light the first candle of Advent. 
(A member of the family lights the first candle.) 
 
Reader 2: We kindle it with hope. We long for you to come to 
our world, to break through and reign with compassion, 
justice, and peace. 
 
Reader 1: The prophet Isaiah also cried to God to tear open 
heaven and come down. He called God's people to do right. 
Isaiah called them to be refashioned like clay by God, the 
potter. This Advent, we call out to God. 
 

People: Mighty God, creator of the world, break through all 
that keeps us from you. We ask for your mercy and reform 

us in your image. This Advent, visit us with your justice, 
love, and peace. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: #114 “O Come Oh Come Emmanuel” 
 

PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION ( B. Prewer, adapted) 

We are often impatient and thin skinned. 

We rush into condemnations without understanding. 
We take our family and friends for granted. 

We receive good will from strangers with scant gratitude. 
Our loving of others is selective and intermittent. 

We constantly need a strong, determined Re-Minder 

Where else can we go but to you , loving God? 

God our healing Friend, with the saving grace of Christ 

Jesus, please continue to have mercy on us, 
save us from our many follies and our besetting ways, 

and put some delight back into our believing 
and some risky love back into our lives. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Loving God, we thank you that we are not completely lost. 
We thank you for the successes, both small and large, 

that have followed our efforts. 

We thank you for the faith that has sustained us, 
and for courage in the hour of temptation. 

We thank you for the love we have shared, 
and seen growing in the lives of others 

We rejoice that your grace has not been in vain.  

Through Christ Jesus our Savior 
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ANTHEM: “So Far From Home” (Mousin/Amidon) 
 
CHILDREN’S CRECHE STORY 
CHILDREN’S HYMN: #116 “People Look East” 
All children are invited downstairs to rehearse for the pageant 
and prepare for Christmas. 
 
CONTEMPORARY READING (from A Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens) 
 
Oh! But he was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone, Scrooge! 
A squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, 
covetous old sinner! Hard and sharp as flint, from which no 
steel had ever struck out generous fire; secret, and self-
contained, and solitary as an oyster. The cold within him froze 
his old features, nipped his pointed nose, shriveled his cheek, 
stiffened his gait; made his eyes red, his thin lips blue; and 
spoke out shrewdly in his grating voice. A frosty rime was on 
his head, and on his eyebrows, and his wiry chin. He carried 
his own low temperature always about with him; he iced his 
office in the dogdays; and didn’t thaw it one degree at 
Christmas. 
 
External heat and cold had little influence on Scrooge. No 
warmth could warm, nor wintry weather chill him. No wind 
that blew was bitterer than he, no falling snow was more intent 
upon its purpose, no pelting rain less open to entreaty. Foul 
weather didn’t know where to have him. The heaviest rain and 
snow, and hail and sleet, could boast of the advantage over 
him in only one respect. They often “came down” handsomely, 
and Scrooge never did. 
 
Nobody ever stopped him in the street to say, with gladsome 
looks, “My dear Scrooge, how are you? When will you come to 
see me?” No beggars ever implored him to bestow a trifle, no 
children asked him what it was o’clock, no man or woman ever 
once in all his life inquired the way to such and such place of 
Scrooge. 
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn: #617    
    “Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”  



SERMON 
ANTHEM:  “Alleluia, Rejoice” 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
     (It is our custom to join hands for the Lord’s Prayer.) 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  

Hymn #278 “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...” 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
     CALL TO OFFERING  
     *DOXOLOGY  
      PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
COMMUNION HYMN:  
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PREPARATION FOR COMMUNION 
Leader:  

Come, for all things are now ready. 

 Come to the table with all your kin 
 and share with all in need: 
 the gift of healing for those in pain, 
 the gift of forgiveness for those in sin, 
 the gift of assurance for those in doubt, 
 and the gift of hope for those in tears. 

      
We hear in Matthew 26: 26 While they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”  

People: His bread is Life to us.  

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is 
my blood of the Covenant, which is poured out for the 
healing of hearts, the forgiveness of sins and the 
reconciliation of all peoples and Creation.  

People: His cup is strength and hope to us. 
Pastor: Let Us Pray… 
 
Loving God, who in Jesus Christ gives us our salvation,  
Consecrate by your Holy Spirit,  
these elements of Holy Communion.  
Bless us as we receive them this day  
that we may be your faithful people.  
In our Risen Savior’s name we pray.  
 

All: Amen.  
 
All come forward to receive the bread and wine.  
Please note the cut-up bread in the center of the plate 
is all gluten free. The cup is all grape juice, not wine. 
When the server shall say: “The body of Christ”  
or “the blood of Christ”, please respond, “Amen”.  
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DECEMBER OFFERINGS… 
 

For our homeless brothers and sisters 
at the Groundworks Drop In Center: 



 
BOOTS, GLOVES, HATS FOR ADULTS… 

 
COFFEE, COFFEE MUGS, LAUNDRY DETERGENT 

TOWELS AND TOILETRIES 
 

BOOKS FOR ZAMBIA: Books For Children Ages 0-6 
 

PROJECT FEED THE THOUSANDS/GUILFORD CARES 
(basket is downstairs) 

Cereal (non-sugar coated)  Pasta (Assorted)  
Tuna Fish     Brown Rice (one pound)  
Spaghetti Sauce    Canned Chicken  
Canned Vegetables   Fruit in Natural Juices  
Peanut Butter    Jelly  
Soup (Assorted Low/No Salt)  Mayonnaise 
Cheese     Pancake Mix  
Sugar Free Apple Sauce  Crackers  
Dried Fruit (no sugar added)  Whole Grain Crackers 
Baby Formula    Baby Food    
   

 
 

 

PRAYERS AT GUILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

Our faith teaches us that prayer is a unique and powerful  

force for healing. Within our community, we believe it is also 
important to respect confidentiality. We trust the people listed 
below have been consulted and are glad to be included. 
 
If you would like a loved one added to these prayers, please leave 
a prayer request in the prayer triangle at the back of the 
Sanctuary, or call the Pastor’s phone line (257-2776). They will 
be included for three weeks unless other requests are made. 

 
GCC Search Committee  

Family and Friends of Marilyn Struzziery 
Family and Friends of Eileen Collins 

  
 Lisa Vose      Joan Seymour  Doris Spahr 
 Anne Janeway       Elaine Petrie        Carol Jaenson 
 Theodore Koehler         Julie Peterson                Herb Meyer 
 Trudy McNulty    Grace Wahlberg        Jay Falk 
 Anthony Bombocino    Diana MacInnes      Angela Daprato  
 Lois & Chaz Freeman      Mary Grove      Elizabeth Israel 
 Ruth Ayers         Lori Shriner          Michael Vose 
 Victoria Conroy            Jacob          Mary Ellen Koehler 
 Ina Schaffer    Justin     Nan 
Richard Sumner  Tamara Simmiolkjier    Ray Bradshaw 
William Murray 
 

 
 

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY meets Mondays at 3pm. 
Everyone is welcome. The knitters provide beautiful hand knit or 
crocheted shawls for those in need of the comfort the shawls 
offer. There is a good supply of yarn and patterns for those who 
wish to fashion a shawl. If you  would like a shawl blessed to 
give to someone please speak to Lise, Pat Haine or Ellen 
Crockett. If you would like yarn to make one please contact Pat 

(257-0626). And, if you donate a shawl, please put your name 

on it so we will know who made this gift! 

 

 
 

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 
 

Need a ride to church? Please call Patty Meyer  

 

World Aids Day Commemoration 
Monday, December 2  * Noon to 1pm 
Centre Congregational Church, UCC 
 

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-illustration/heart-shape-badge-coffee-mugs-set-1401401606


at 257-0994 by Friday noon. 
 

Want to receive our weekly e-news and quarterly 
newsletters? Please fill out one of the cards in the pews and 
place it on the offering plate. 
 

BCTV: Many of our services have been filmed and can be found 
on BCTV, Channel 8 Wednesday morning at 7am and Sunday 
mornings at 8am or anytime online at www.brattleborotv.org  

 
Audio-recordings of services are available through Patty  
in the office. 

AA MEETINGS take place on Tuesdays and Fridays in the 
Houghton Room. Tuesdays at 6:00 pm is an OPEN AA 
MEETING for men and women. Friday's meeting is at 5:30 pm 
and is a closed AA meeting, for women only.  

SECOND SUNDAY STEP STUDY – An Al- Anon Family Step 
Work Group. This group meets the 2nd Sunday of the month, 
2- 4pm in the Houghton Room. The next meeting is Sunday, 
November 10th.  

LIVING STRONG Classes for strength and balance meet at the 
church Mon/Wed at 5:15–6:15pm, Tuesday - Friday 10-11am. 
Speak to Lise (257-2776) or Lucy (380-3695) for more 
information or check out the Facebook page: Guilford Living 
Strong.  

TAI CHI FOR MATURE BODIES – Mondays from 10-11am 
Intermediate & Mondays 11-12 for Beginners. For more 
information contact  Patty at 257-0994.  

 
 

 
CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

 
 

Sunday, December 1 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Pageant Rehearsal begins 

A Christmas Carol Read Along, 4pm 
 

Saturday, December 7 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
9am- 1:30pm 

 
Sunday, December 8 

Second Sunday In Advent 
 

Sunday, December 15 

Dessert Potluck and Caroling 
after church 

 
Sunday, December 22 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

 
Tuesday, December 25 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
4pm and 11pm 

Candlelight Services 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR..! 

 

 

 

Kids’ Activities at the Bazaar 
Bring kids and grandkids to 
the Bazaar! They can have 
their picture taken with 
Santa’s elves, and also have an 
opportunity to create a holiday 
card for a family member or 



 

 

 

RAFFLE TICKETS FOR THE QUILT 
Tickets for the “Chickadee” quilt, made by Judy Siler, are 
available from the church office (802-257-0994) or at church 
this Sunday, 12/1. Take some to sell to family and friends! 
Tickets will also be for sale at the Bazaar. $2 each or three for 
$5. 
 

Tickets for the other wonderful raffle items will be available at 
church this Sunday and at the Bazaar. $1 each or six for $5. 
 

MANY WAYS TO HELP IN THE PREPARATIONS! 
 

Wreath decorating – Thursday, 12/5, beginning around 4:30 
pm, at the church.  
 

Crafts – All kinds of handmade creations. Please bring to the 
church by Thursday, 12/5, 6:00 pm.  
 

Food Table – Tea breads, preserves, homemade candy, etc.! 
Please bring to the church by Thursday, 12/5, 6:00 pm.  
 
White Elephants – Clean items in good condition. If possible, 
bring to Zeller Hall between Friday, 11/30, and Sunday, 12/1.  
 

Sign-up Sheets -- For Friday set-up (12/6) and for working at 
the Bazaar will be at the back of the church.  
 

Questions?  
For questions about crafts, email Jan Drechsler: 

quiltdoc@gmail.com.  All other questions:  

Cathy Hess (802-579-9905) or Cheri Ann Brodhurst (802-257-6968). 
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