
 

         
No matter who you are or where you are  

on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
Rev. Lise Sparrow, Pastor 

Peter Amidon and Andy Davis, Choir Directors 
 

Pastor’s Phone: (802) 257-2776 
Pastor’s e-mail: lisemsparrow@gmail.com 

Administrator’s/Kitchen Phone: (802) 257-0994 
Administrator’s e-mail: guilfordchurch@gmail.com 

website: www.guilfordchurch.org 
Or Like us on Facebook at Guilford Community Church, 

United Church of Christ 
 

 
Administrative Office Hours: Closed Mon 

Tues-Fri 9am-3pm 
Pastor’s Office Hours: By Appointment 

 
Bulletin Notices: Please notify the office by Thursday at 
noon if you would like something added to the bulletin. 
 

Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one are in the hospital and 
would like a visit from Pastor Lise Sparrow or one of the 
Deacons, please leave a message at 257-2776 with the name 
and room number of the person. Hospital confidentiality 
regulations prevent visits without this information. 
 

Prayer Chain: Should a health emergency arise during the 
week for which you would like prayers, or if you would be 
willing to pray for others and would like to join the prayer 
chain, please call Lucy Spahr-Blazej at 380-3695. If you are 
leaving a message for Lucy requesting a prayer, please spell 
the name(s) or email Lucy at lucysb1@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 



 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 
PRELUDE  
WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Birthday Song: 
     Happy Birthday, happy birthday, we love you 
     Happy Birthday and may all your dreams come true 
     When you blow out the candles one light stays aglow 
     It’s the love light in your eyes, where’er you go. 
 
SILENT MEDITATION and THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
 
CANDLELIGHTING and PRAYER FOR THE SEARCH 
COMMITTEE 
 
INTROIT: “There Are Angels Hovering ’Round” 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES (Carole Crompton  
with Parker and Lila) 
 
Reader 1: O God, we light the third candle of Advent. 
(With the first two candles already burning, a family member 
lights the third candle.) 
 
Reader 2: We seek your comfort. Both mighty and tender, you 
come. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you. 
 
Reader 1: Isaiah announced God's coming to a people exiled in 
a broken and parched wilderness. He declared that God's 
redemption would make a highway in the desert and change 
the rough places into plain. God would come as a shepherd—
feeding, leading, and cradling the weary flock. This Advent, we 
seek such a God. 
 
People: Saving God, look upon your world and heal your land 
and your people. Prepare us to be changed. This Advent, teach 
us to be tender and just, as you are. Amen. 

 
We wish you a warm welcome this morning 

and hope you will feel very much  
at home and among friends.   
Please join us after worship  

for a time of refreshment and fellowship. 



 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A 
reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft 
robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the 
one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly I tell 
you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he.” 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn: #617 
 “Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”  
 

SERMON: The Ghost of Christmas Present” 
ANTHEM: “Solstice Song”  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
     (It is our custom to join hands for the Lord’s Prayer.) 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  
Hymn #278 “Hear our Prayer, O Lord...” 

 

THE OFFERTORY 
     CALL TO OFFERING  
     *DOXOLOGY  
      PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
*THE CLOSING HYMN: “In This Very Room” (insert) 
 

BENEDICTION  
*THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 

*invites the congregation to stand 
 

Today we especially thank the volunteers who make  
this worship service & the reception after possible. 

Service Coordinator: Fred Breunig 
Greeters: Jim and Pat Haine 

Coffee Hour: Rachel & Dwayne Johnson 

 
OPENING HYMN: #127: “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates” 
 
PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION 
 
Just for today, I will try to live for this day alone, 
without wishing to solve my life’s problems all at once. 
 
Just for today I will take great care of how I present 

myself:  I will dress simply; I will not raise my voice;  

 
I will be polite in my manners; I will not criticize anyone;  
I will not look to improve or discipline anyone other than 
myself. 
 
Just for today, I will be happy in the certainty that I was 

created to be happy, not only in the world to come but also 
in this one. 
 
Just for today I will adapt to circumstances, without expecting 
circumstances to adapt to my wishes. 
 

Just for today I will devote ten minutes of my time to 
sitting in silence and listening to God, 

 
Remembering that, just as food is necessary for the life of the 
body, so silence and listening are necessary for the life of the 
soul. 
 



 

 
Just for today I will do a good deed and tell no one  

about it. 
 
Just for today, I will do at least one thing I do not enjoy, and if 
my feelings are hurt, I will make sure no one notices. 
 
Just for today, I will make a plan: Perhaps I will not follow 

it perfectly, But still I will make it.  And I will guard 
against two evils: Haste and indecision. 
 
Written by St John XX111 who served as pope from 1958 until 
his death in 1963. During his lifetime, he helped save the life of 
thousands of Jews feeling the Holocaust, made a significant 
effort to resolve the Cuban Missile Crisis and founded the 
Second Vatican Council. He was canonized on April 27, 2014. 
  
SILENT CONFESSION 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
Just for today I will know, from the bottom of my heart 
no matter how it may seem, that God cares for me like no one 
else in the world. 
 

Just for today, I will have no fears. In particular, I will not 
be afraid to enjoy what is beautiful and to believe in love. 
 
I can easily do for twelve hours, what I would find discouraging 
if I thought I had to do for a lifetime.  
 
ANTHEM: “I Heard From Heaven Today” (traditional) 
 
CHILDREN’S CRÈCHE STORY 
 
CHILDREN’S HYMN: #144 “O Come, Little Children” 
All children are invited downstairs to rehearse for the pageant 
and prepare for Christmas. 
 
 
 
 

CONTEMPORARY READING: Michael Mayer  
(from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens) 
 
“He has given us plenty of merriment, I am sure,” said Fred, 
and it would be ungrateful not to drink his health. Here is a 
glass of mulled wine ready to our hand at the moment; and I 
say “Uncle Scrooge!” 
“Well! Uncle Scrooge!” they cried. 
“A merry Christmas and a happy New Year to the old man 
wherever he is!” said Scrooge’s nephew. “He wouldn’t take it 
from me but may he have it nonetheless. Uncle Scrooge!” 
 
Uncle Scrooge had imperceptibly become so gay and light  
of heart, that he would have pledged the unconscious company 
in return, and thanked them in inaudible speech, if the Ghost 
had given him time. But the whole scene passed off in a breath 
of the last word spoken by his nephew; and he and the Spirit 
were again upon their travels. 
 
Much they saw, and far they went, and many homes they 
visited but always with a happy end. The Spirit stood beside 
sick-beds, and they were cheerful; anon foreign lands, and 
they were close at home; by struggling men, and they were 
patient in their greater hope; by poverty and it was rich. In 
almshouse hospital and goal, in misery’s every refuge, where 
vain man in his little brief authority had not made fast the 
door, and barred the Spirit out, he left his blessing and taught 
Scrooge his precepts. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING (Matthew 11:2-11) 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he 
sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense 
at me.” 

DECEMBER OFFERINGS… 



 

Our next Meal Preparation  
for the Overflow Shelter is January 5. 

Please let Rob Harnish know if you can help. 

For our homeless brothers and sisters 
at the Groundworks Drop In Center: 

BOOTS, GLOVES, HATS FOR ADULTS… 

COFFEE, COFFEE MUGS, LAUNDRY 

DETERGENT, TOWELS AND TOILETRIES 

BOOKS FOR ZAMBIA: Books For Children 

Ages 0-6 

PROJECT FEED THE THOUSANDS/GUILFORD CARES 
(basket is downstairs) 

Cereal (non-sugar coated)   Pasta (Assorted)  
Tuna Fish     Brown Rice (one pound)  
Spaghetti Sauce    Canned Chicken  
Canned Vegetables    Fruit in Natural Juices  
Peanut Butter    Jelly  
Soup (Assorted Low/No Salt)  Mayonnaise 
Cheese     Pancake Mix  
Sugar Free Apple Sauce   Crackers  
Dried Fruit (no sugar added)  Whole Grain Crackers 
Baby Formula    Baby Food     

 
 

A note from the Treasurer 12-11-19: 
Some joy in the middle of our sorrow—The church finances for 
2019 are as strong as I have ever seen them in all my years as 
treasurer. I will definitely be able to pay back the $5,000 extra 
supplemental distribution that we took earlier in the year from 
the endowment and it looks likely that I will be able to replace 
the $2,900 budgeted supplemental distribution as well. All of 
this will still leave a good cushion with which to enter 2020.  

Tom Green 

PRAYERS AT GUILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

Our faith teaches us that prayer is a unique and powerful  
force for healing. Within our community, we believe it is also 
important to respect confidentiality. We trust the people listed 
below have been consulted and are glad to be included. 
 
If you would like a loved one added to these prayers, please leave 
a prayer request in the prayer triangle at the back of the 
Sanctuary, or call the Pastor’s phone line (257-2776). They will 
be included for three weeks unless other requests are made. 

 
GCC Search Committee  

Family and Friends of Pooja Meyer 
Family and Friends of Anthony Bombicino 
Family and Friends of Ruth Eileen Collins 

  
 Lisa Vose      Joan Seymour  Doris Spahr 
 Anne Janeway       Elaine Petrie        Carol Jaenson 
 Theodore Koehler         Julie Peterson                Herb Meyer 
 Trudy McNulty    Grace Wahlberg        Jay Falk 
 Anthony Bombocino    Diana MacInnes      Angela Daprato  
 Lois & Chaz Freeman     Mary Grove      Elizabeth Israel 
 Ruth Ayers        Lori Shriner          Michael Vose 
 Victoria Conroy           Jacob           Mary Ellen Koehler 
 Ina Schaffer   Justin               Nan 
Richard Sumner  Tamara Simmiolkjier    Ray Bradshaw 
William Murray      Wendy Collins    Joy Hayes 

 Barry Levitt      Mary Ellen Koeler             Ruth Ayers 
 

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY meets Mondays at 3pm. 
Everyone is welcome. The knitters provide beautiful hand knit or 
crocheted shawls for those in need of the comfort the shawls 
offer. There is a good supply of yarn and patterns for those who 
wish to fashion a shawl. If you would like a shawl blessed to give 
to someone please speak to Lise, Pat Haine or Ellen Crockett. If 

you would like yarn to make one please contact Pat (257-0626). 
And, if you donate a shawl, please put your name on it so we will 
know who made this gift! 
 



 

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 
 

Need a ride to church? Please call Patty Meyer  
at 257-0994 by Friday noon. 
 

Want to receive our weekly e-news and quarterly 

newsletters? Please fill out one of the cards in the pews and 
place it on the offering plate. 
 
BCTV: Many of our services have been filmed and can be found 
on BCTV, Channel 8 Wednesday morning at 7am and Sunday 
mornings at 8am or anytime online at www.brattleborotv.org  

 
Audio-recordings of services are available through Patty  
in the office. 

AA MEETINGS take place on Tuesdays and Fridays in the 
Houghton Room. Tuesdays at 6:00 pm is an OPEN AA 
MEETING for men and women. Friday's meeting is at 5:30 pm 
and is a closed AA meeting, for women only.  

SECOND SUNDAY STEP STUDY – An Al-Anon Family Step 
Work Group. This group meets the 2nd Sunday of the month, 
2- 4pm in the Houghton Room. The next meeting is Sunday, 
November 10th.  

LIVING STRONG Classes for strength and balance meet at the 
church Mon/Wed 5:15–6:15pm, Tues/Thurs 10-11am, Wed/Fri 
10-11am. Speak to Lise (257-2776) or Lucy (380-3695) for 
information or see Facebook: Guilford Living Strong.  

TAI CHI FOR MATURE BODIES – Mondays from 10-11am 
Intermediate & Mondays 11-12 for Beginners. For more 
information contact Patty at 257-0994.  

 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, December 21 
PAGEANT REHEARSAL 

10am-12 noon 
 

Sunday, December 22 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Dessert Potluck and Caroling 
after church 

 

Tuesday, December 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
4pm and 11pm 

Candlelight Services 

 
Sunday, December 29 

HYMN SING 
Worship Leader: Fred Breunig 

 
Sunday, January 5 

EPIPHANY 
Visit to the Nativities 

 
SAVE THE DATE: JANUARY 12 

Capital Campaign Celebration  
after Church 

 
 


	COFFEE, COFFEE MUGS, LAUNDRY DETERGENT, TOWELS AND TOILETRIES
	Need a ride to church? Please call Patty Meyer
	at 257-0994 by Friday noon.

