
 
No matter who you are or where you are  

on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here!  
 

 
Guilford Community Church is a safe place  

for all people to worship regardless of race, creed,  
age, cultural background or sexual orientation 

 

 
Rev. Lise Sparrow, Pastor 

Peter Amidon & Andy Davis, Choir Directors 
Patty Meyer, Organist 

 
Pastor’s Phone: (802) 257-2776 

Pastor’s e-mail: gccucc@sover.net 
Administrator’s/Kitchen Phone: (802) 257-0994 

Administrator’s e-mail: gccsecy@sover.net 
website: www.guilfordchurch.org 

Or Like us on Facebook at Guilford Community 
Church, United Church of Christ 

 
Administrative Office Hours: Closed Mon 

Tues-Fri 9am-3pm 
Pastor’s Office Hours: By Appointment 

 

Bulletin Notices: Please notify the office by Thursday at 
noon if you would like something added to the bulletin. 

 
Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one are in the hospital 
and would like a visit from Pastor Lise Sparrow or one of 
the Deacons, please leave a message at 257-2776 with the 
name and room number of the person. Hospital 
confidentiality regulations prevent visits without this 
information. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
FEBRUARY 2, 2020 

 
 

Then, when the lamp of this mortal life 

is extinguished, there will appear for  

you who had so many lamps shining within you  

the light of unquenchable life, and it will shine  

for you at the evening of your life like 

the brightness of the noonday sun. 

 

-Guerric of Igny c.1070-1157 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 



February 2, 2020 
 
PRELUDE 
WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A complete list of announcements can be found in the insert 
or in our weekly e-news. Please fill out the cards in the 
pews to be added to our mailings. 
Birthday Song: 

     Happy Birthday, happy birthday, we love you 
     Happy Birthday and may all your dreams come true 
     When you blow out the candles one light stays aglow 
     It’s the love light in your eyes, where’er you go. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION & THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 
PRAYER AND CANDLE LIGHTING FOR THE PASTOR 
SEARCH COMMITTEE   
Note: The pastor search committee meets every week and is 
thoughtfully taking steps to find a new pastor to replace 
Lise after her retirement in June. 
 
INTROIT: “Birds At The Dawning” 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (1) 

The ancient ones saw it this way: 
in the beginning the Holy One allowed the light,  
“Let there be light,” 
and from Spirit’s being, 
a radiance emerged 
that lit creation’s path toward its sacred future.  
 
The scientists see it this way: 
in the beginning, from the darkness and emptiness  
of nothingness, 
an unaccountable explosion of radiation expanded 
outward in all directions, 
which now our instruments can measure.  
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SEASONAL OVERFLOW SHELTER (SOS) MEAL  
We are one of over twenty faith-based communities who, 
along with a few community organizations work together  

to be sure everyone has a warm bed and meal each night. 
Rob and Jill Harnish have again stepped forward to lead the 
preparation and serve meals the first Sunday of each month. 
Your help  is needed and welcomed in all aspects of the task.   
Please let them know if you can provide part of a meal and/or 
help with serving the meal each month.  Rob’s number is 

1373-(508) 808  or email: rharn92636@gmail.com.   

Our next meal is today, February 2. 
 
DONATIONS OF FOOD:  The Drop In Center on South Main 
Street is open every day as a place of warmth and always 
welcomes food donations to serve people who drop in. 
Consider this if you have leftover food to share and drop it off 
at the South Main Street location any day.  We are also 
collecting:  mugs, coffee, laundry detergent, toiletries, hats, 
gloves, boots and jackets for adults. 

DONATIONS FOR MORNINGSIDE SHELTER 
The longer term shelter can always use sheets, towels and 
toiletries.  

PROJECT FEED THE THOUSANDS/GUILFORD CARES  
 
Cereal (non-sugar coated)   Pasta (Assorted)  
Tuna Fish     Brown Rice (one pound)  
Spaghetti Sauce    Canned Chicken  
Canned Vegetables    Fruit in Natural Juices  
Peanut Butter     Jelly  
Soup (Assorted Low/No Salt)  Mayonnaise 
Cheese      Pancake Mix  
Sugar Free Apple Sauce   Crackers  
Dried Fruit (no sugar added)  Whole Grain Crackers 
Baby Formula     Baby Food    
   

ALL Donations can be left in the baskets downstairs 
and we will be sure to deliver them. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 
 

All: We thank You God for this most amazing gift 
that You have brought us together at this table 

mailto:rharn92636@gmail.com


in Your loving presence and with each other. 

We thank You for Your abiding love and for the 
promise of Your sacrifice to us. We ask that You 

strengthen our faith and increase our love 
toward one another. Let us show forth Your praise 

as we worship joyfully together and as we serve  

You gladly in our lives. In the name of Christ Jesus,  
we pray. Amen. 
 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN: #14: “Earth and All Stars” 
 
SENDING FORTH THE LIGHT  
   
BENEDICTION  
*THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 
*invites the congregation to stand 
***RPB=Red Pew Bible       ***LPB=Large Print Bible 
 

We wish you a warm welcome this morning and hope  
you will feel very much at home and among friends. 

Please join us after the service  
for time of refreshment and fellowship. 

 

+++++ 
 

Today we especially thank the following volunteers 
who make this worship service possible. 

Service Coordinator for today: Fred Breunig 
Greeters: Helen Merena & Nancy Ragle 

Flowers: Patrice Murray, in loving memory of Rich Blazej on 
the 20th Anniversary of his death 

Coffee Hour: Dunham Rowley 
 

(1)”If Darwin Prayed”, p.2, by Bruce Sanguin 
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The first disciples saw it this way: Jesus, too,  
allowed the light to brighten dark death’s reign,  
announcing a new creation, brightened by justice for all.  
 

The magi, lovers of the starry skies, saw it this way: the 
heavens all pointed to an uncreated light, 

now formed in a baby’s eye, 
Earth’s native Star, worthy of wonder and a gift-laden visit.  
 

We might look at it this way: 
that same light that shone in Jesus shines now through us, 
and this festival of epiphany is real—  
or not—depending on whether we allow an eternal shining 
to light our path into a future that awaits 
our distinctive stamp.  
Let there be light. Amen.  
  

OPENING HYMN: #12 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
 

PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION 
 

All: We give you thanks Creator, Eternal Light,  
always and everywhere through Jesus Christ,  

the action of your love and grace,  
Your forgiveness and mercy poured out. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION…a time for silence 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 

One: Through Jesus we walk in the forgiveness and grace  
of your love as we struggle to be people of justice, repair,  
beauty and hope.   

All: No matter who we are or where we come from,  
Your love claims us; Your love binds us together;  

Your love entangles us in shared destiny,  

humanity and hope. 
 

ANTHEM: “Brotherhood and Sisterhood” 
CHILDREN’S STORY: “Twelve Disciples’ 
PRAYER 
CHILDREN’S HYMN: “This Little Light of Mine” 
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn: #617    
 “Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”  
 

READING 1: Guerric of Igny c.1070-1157 
 
Behold then, the candle alight in Simeon's hands.  
You must light your own candles by enkindling them  



at his, those lamps which the Lord commanded you  
to bear in your hands. So come to him and be enlightened  
that you do not so much bear lamps as become them, 
shining within yourself and radiating light to your 
neighbors. May there be a lamp in your heart,  
in your hand and in your mouth: let the lamp in your  
heart shine for yourself, the lamp in your hand  
and mouth shine for your neighbors. The lamp  
in your heart is a reverence for God inspired by faith; 
the lamp in your hand is the example of a good life;  
and the lamp in your mouth are the words of consolation 
you speak. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING: Bev Langeveld 
John 1: 29-50   ***RPB p.86   ***LPB p.112  
 
SERMON: “Something New/Something Better” 
 
ANTHEM: “Candlemas Eve” 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
     (It is our custom to join hands for the Lord’s Prayer.) 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Hymn #278 
     “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...” 

 
THE OFFERTORY 
     CALL TO OFFERING  
     *DOXOLOGY 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: #320 “Here, O My God, I See..” 

 
PREPARATION FOR COMMUNION 
 
We hear in Matthew 26: While they were eating, Jesus 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and gave  

it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”  

People: His bread is Life to us.  

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.  
28 This is my blood of the Covenant, which is poured out  
for the healing of hearts, the forgiveness of sins and the 
reconciliation of all peoples and Creation.  

People: His cup is strength and hope to us. 
 
Pastor: Let Us Pray… 
Loving God, who in Jesus Christ gives us our salvation,  
Consecrate by Your Holy Spirit,  
these elements of Holy Communion.  
Bless us as we receive them this day  
that we may be Your faithful people.  
In our Risen Savior’s name we pray.  
 

All: Amen.  
 
All come forward to receive the bread and wine. 
  
Please note the cut-up bread in the center of the plate 
is gluten free. The cup is all grape juice, not wine. 
 
When the server shall say: “The body of Christ”  
or “the blood of Christ”, please respond, “Amen”. 
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CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 

 

Need a ride to church? Please call Patty Meyer  
at 257-0994 by Friday noon. 
 

Want to receive our weekly e-news and quarterly 
newsletters? Please fill out one of the cards in the pews and 
place it on the offering plate. 
 



BCTV: Many of our services have been filmed and can be 
found on BCTV, Channel 8 Wednesday morning at 7am and 
Sunday mornings at 8am or anytime online at 
www.brattleborotv.org  
 

Audio-recordings of services are available through Patty in 
the office. 

AA MEETINGS take place on Tuesdays and Fridays in the 
Houghton Room. Tuesdays at 6:00 pm is an OPEN AA 
MEETING for men and women. Friday's meeting is at 5:30 
pm and is a closed AA meeting, for women only.  

SECOND SUNDAY STEP STUDY – An Al- Anon Family Step 
Work Group. This group meets the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
the month, 2- 4pm in the Houghton Room. The next meeting 
is Sunday, February 9th .  

LIVING STRONG Classes for strength and balance meet at 
the church Mon/Wed at 5:15–6:15pm, Tuesday - Friday 10-
11am.Speak to Lise (257-2776) or Lucy (380-3695) for more 
information or check out the Facebook page: Guilford Living 
Strong.  

TAI CHI FOR MATURE BODIES  
Mondays from 11-12. For more information contact 
 Patty at 257-0994.  

 
 
 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Today, February 2 
Hanging of the Boxwood Wreaths 

Rev. Lise Sparrow 
 

Saturday, February 8 
8:30am -11:30 am 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
“Voices of Angels” 

Sign up with Patty 
by Wednesday 

 
 

Sunday, February 9 
Rev. Lise Sparrow 

 
Sunday, February 16 

Worship Leader: Dunham Rowley 
 

Sunday, February 23 
FAT SUNDAY! 

 
Wednesday, February 26:    

Ash Wednesday 
 

Sunday, March 1    
First Sunday in Lent 

SPECIAL COLLECTION  
Kenya Packing after church 

 
Sunday, March 8    
Kenya Send Off 

 

GETTING READY FOR KENYA!! 

Did you know we have planted over 10,000 trees in Kenya as part 
of the National UCC Environmental Ministries ?  This March, 

another trip is planned to plant even more  

and to make visible our ongoing prayers and concerns for the 
children and young people in the village of Kaiguchu.  



You can help by donating funds or specific items, specifically, 
CHILDREN’S CLOTHING: blue jeans....sweatshirts....T-
shirts...Shoes Funds collected will help buy 6 computers for 
the teachers — $2000 total and uniforms for the incoming 
students. 170 shirts —$1000  

There will be a special collection March 1. Thanks so much. 

 

CENTERING PRAYER 
every Wednesday----everyone welcome 

 
OPEN MEDITATION 

4:15-4:50pm in the Sanctuary 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION: 
“The Path of Centering Prayer” by David Frenette 

Chapter 8 
 

CLOSING MEDITATION 5:20-5:30pm 

 
 

PRAYERS AT GUILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

Our faith teaches us that prayer is a unique and powerful  
force for healing. Within our community, we believe it is also 
important to respect confidentiality. We trust the people listed  
below have been consulted and are glad to be included. 
 
If you would like a loved one added to these prayers, please leave  
a prayer request in the prayer triangle at the back of the  
Sanctuary, or call the Pastor’s phone line (257-2776). They will  
be included for three weeks unless other requests are made.  

 

GCC Search Committee 
Family and Friends of Carrie Blum 
Lizzie and her Family and Friends 

Family and Friends of William Stacy 
Carol and Jon Michael McManus and others  

whose homes were flooded this week 
 

Joy Hayes    Joan Seymour   Doris Spahr 
Anne Janeway              Elaine Petrie         Carol Jaenson 
Theodore Koehler           Julie Peterson              Herb Meyer 
Trudy McNulty            Grace Wahlberg         Carole Crompton 
Jay Falk             Diana MacInnes       Angela Daprato 
Lois & Chaz Freeman      Mary Grove       Elizabeth Israel 
Betsy Bates         Nan  Jim Buchholz and Family 
Victoria Conroy                 Jacob        Mary Ellen Koehler 
Ina Schaeffer        Justin             Lori Shriner 
Barry Levitt            William Murray   Ginny Rand 
Prasanna & Sheetal         Maggie Breunig Smith 

 

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY meets Mondays at 3pm. 
Everyone is welcome. The knitters provide beautiful hand knit or 
crocheted shawls for those in need of the comfort the shawls offer. 
There is a good supply of yarn and patterns for those who wish to 
fashion a shawl. If you  would like a shawl blessed to give to  
someone please speak to Lise, Pat Haine or Ellen Crockett. If you 

would like yarn to make one please contact Pat (257-0626). And,  

if you donate a shawl, please put your name on it so we will know 
who made this gift! 

 

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-illustration/heart-shape-badge-coffee-mugs-set-1401401606
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