No matter who you are or where you are
on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!
Guilford Community Church is a safe place
for all people to worship regardless of race, creed,
age, cultural background or sexual orientation
Rev. Lise Sparrow, Pastor
Peter Amidon & Andy Davis, Choir Directors
Patty Meyer, organist
Pastor’s Phone: (802) 257-2776
Pastor’s e-mail: lisemsparrow@gmail.com
Administrator’s/Kitchen Phone: (802) 257-0994
Administrator’s e-mail: guilfordchurch@gmail.com
website: www.guilfordchurch.org
Or Like us on Facebook at Guilford Community Church, United
Church of Christ

Administrative Office Hours: Closed Mon
Tues-Fri 9am-3pm
Pastor’s Office Hours: By Appointment
Bulletin Notices: Please notify the office by Thursday at noon if
you would like something added to the bulletin.
Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one are in the hospital and would
like a visit from Pastor Lise Sparrow or one of the Deacons, please
leave a message at 257-2776 with the name and room number of
the person. Hospital confidentiality regulations prevent visits
without this information.
NOTE: Today’s Confession and Assurnace were adapted from liturgy
written and prepared by the Rev. Tracy Howe Wispelwey, Minister of
Congregational and Community Engagement Justice and Local
Church Ministries, United Church of Christ
© Copyright 2018 United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue,
Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or
adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education.
All publishing rights reserved.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
March 8, 2020

*DOXOLOGY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PASSING OF THE PEACE
(please use the ASL sign for peace or simply smile ☺)

PRELUDE
INTROIT: “Deep Calls to Deep”

*THE CLOSING HYMN: #386 “We Are One in The Spirit”
SENDING FORTH THE LIGHT
BENEDICTION
*THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291
*invites the congregation to stand
***RPB=Red Pew Bible
***LPB=Large Print Bible

Please join us as we wish farewell to our Kenya
travelers as they head out after church!
________________________________________________________
We wish you a warm welcome this morning and hope
you will feel very much at home and among friends.
Please plan to stay and join us after the service
for a time of fellowship and refreshment.
Everyone is welcome!
Today we especially thank the volunteers who make this
worship service & the reception after possible.
Service Coordinator: John Cole
Greeters: Rob Harnish + Lucy Spahr-Blazej

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
A complete list of announcements can be found in the insert or
in our weekly e-news. Please fill out the cards in the pews to
be added to our mailings.
Birthday Song:
Happy Birthday, happy birthday, we love you
Happy Birthday and may all your dreams come true
When you blow out the candles one light stays aglow
It’s the love light in your eyes, where’er you go.
THE OFFERTORY
CALL TO OFFERING
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SILENT MEDITATION & THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
CANDLELIGHTING & PRAYER FOR THE SEARCH COMMITTEE

OPENING WORDS:
“Throughout my life, I have never stopped to strategize
about my next steps. I often just keep walking along,
through whichever door opens. I have been on a journey
and this journey has never stopped. When the journey is
acknowledged and sustained by those I work with, they are
a source of inspiration, energy and encouragement. They
are the reasons I kept walking, and will keep walking, as
long as my knees hold out.” --Wangari Maathai
OPENING HYMN: “Open Mine Eyes That I May See” (insert)
UNISON PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION
Today we gather in this season of Lent, of the Spring
which comes to us even now, sustained by the Broad
Brook in the Connecticut River watershed. The river, after
giving us life, watering our farms and serving our
industries, makes its way out to the Atlantic Ocean and
connects our lives and actions to the Atlantic Ocean, the
great beasts of the sea, the fish that bring work to
communities and feed people across the world.
God, we confess that we do not often bother
to contemplate these things.
We do not act responsibly.
We do not act in the truth of our connectedness.
We have not loved creation, or our neighbors,
or the generations to come as ourselves.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us
in the courage and the wisdom and will to change.
SILENT CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Embodying grace and mercy,
forests can be replanted.
Waste sites can be cleaned.
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Wind can power the world.
A human heart can change.
God’s goodness is true,
God’s promises are true,
God’s love is true.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen!
ANTHEM: “There is a Journey for Me to Go”
CHILDREN’S STORY
PRAYER
CHILDREN’S HYMN: #344 “Thuma Mina”
READING: (Dr. Cheri Ann Brodhurst)
“I want to do the right things - I want to plant trees, I want
to make sure that the indigenous forests are protected
because I know, whatever happens, these are the forests
that contain biodiversity, these are the forests that help us
retain water when it rains and keep our rivers flowing,
these are the forests that many future generations will
need…. You can make a lot of speeches, but the real thing
is when you dig a hole, plant a tree, give it water, and make
it survive. That's what makes the difference.”
--Wangari Maathai
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 121 ***RPB p.539 ***LPB p.702
SERMON: Kenya, part 2
ANTHEM: “Captain Kidd” (Southern Harmony, arr. Andy Davis)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
(Please raise your hands for the Lord’s Prayer)
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Hymn #278
“Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...”
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ASANTE! ASANTE! ASANTE!
Thank you! Thank You!.....for all your donations!
We are all packed and ready to go. The seventeen of us will leave
today after church and return Thursday, March 19.
• The carpenters will build a nursery school.
• The music teachers will teach a few songs

and how to play ukuleles.
• The youth will get to know the students in Kenya
• All your books and school supplies will go to the SIX schools we
will visit!!
Patty will post photos next week and you can follow us on Facebook
at Guilford Community Church.
Come along in Spirit and thanks for your amazing support.
If you haven’t donated, and would like to,
donations can made today or on the Go Fund Me page
for Kaiguchu-Guilford Children’s Project.
Thanks so much!

will be included in the list for three weeks unless other
requests are made.
GCC Search Committee
Travelers to Kenya
Joy Hayes
Anne Janeway
Theodore Koehler
Trudy McNulty
Jay Falk
Lois & Chaz Freeman
Karen Van Zandt
Ina Schaeffer
Barry Levitt
Prasanna & Sheetal
Millie Starr & Family
Amy Homan

Joan Seymour
Doris Spahr
Elaine Petrie
Carol Jaenson
Oliver Piluski
Herb Meyer
Grace Wahlberg
Carole Crompton
Diana MacInnes
Angela Daprato
Karen Van Zante
Elizabeth Israel
Peggy Bowler
Mary Ellen Koehler
Justin
Lori Shriner
Nan
William Murray
Jacob
Jim Buchholz & Family
Kathy Linskey
Ben Coplan
Family connections for Emelio McCalla

Prayer Chain: Should a health emergency arise during the
week for which you would like prayers, or if you would be
willing to pray for others and would like to join the prayer
chain, please call Lucy Spahr-Blazej at (380-3695). If you are
leaving a message for Lucy requesting a prayer, please spell
the names, or email Lucy at lucysb1@gmail.com.

PRAYERS AT GUILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH
Our faith teaches us that prayer is a unique and powerful
force for healing. Within our community, we believe it is also
important to respect confidentiality. We trust the people listed
below have been consulted and are glad to be included.
If you would like a loved one added to these prayers, please
leave a prayer request in the prayer triangle at the back of the
Sanctuary, or call the Pastor’s phone line (257-2776). They

CHURCH CALENDAR
March 8-19 Kenya Trip
Please keep the travelers in your prayers!
Sunday, March 15
Worship Leader: Michael Mario
Sunday, March 22
Worship Leader: Peter Amidon
4PM: “Amistad” Film
with Curtiss Reed Jr

SUGAR SUPPER
SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Menu: Ham, baked beans, potato salad, cole slaw, deviled
eggs, homemade rolls, and Maple sugar on snow, with
homemade donuts, and dill pickles
Seatings: 4:30, 5:45, and 7:00 PM
Prices: Adults $12; children (11+under) $6; preschoolers $3
Questions: Fred Breunig, 802-254-9019
or fmbreunig@comcast.net
Reservations: call 802-254-9019 or email
guilfordchurchsupper@gmail.com
We start taking reservations this week!
And do plan on helping—get to know our church
community—it’s a great FUN-raiser, too! Opportunities on
Thursday evening, plus Friday and Saturday—something for
everyone to do.

