
 
GUILRORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
EASTER SUNDAY 

10am --April 12, 2020 
 

Today’s service would not be possible without the magic of ones and zeros 
and without the mastery of Austin Rice and the musicians  

who have offered their gifts for the day. 
 
PRELUDE: “Prelude in C” Johann Sebastien Bach Patty Meyer 
 
INTROIT:  “Are You Ready?” arr./transcribed by Andy Davis 
from James Cleveland & the Metro Mass Choir, GCC Choir, 2018 
 
WELCOME 
 
SILENT MEDITATION and THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
 
OPENING HYMN: “Bells of Norwich” by Sydney Carter 
GCC 2019 service, Tony Barrand, choirmaster 
  
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
UNISON PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION  
 
God of terror and joy, you arise to shake the earth. 
Open our graves and give us back the past; 
so that all that has been buried 

may be freed and forgiven, 



and our lives may return to you. 
May it be so. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
In our coming and in our going 
may we be strengthened 
in our bonds of forgiveness, love and peace. 
 

HYMN# 227: “Joys Are Flowing Like a River” 
Andy & Robin Davis, April 2020 
 



 



 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY: “Noah Leaves the Ark”   
 
ANTHEM: “The Angel Rolled the Stone Away” 
traditional spiritual - arr. Peter Amidon 
GCC Choir, 2018 
 
SCRIPTURE READING I:  John 20: 1-2 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So 

she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus 

loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know 

where they have put him!” 

 
Anthem: “He Got Up” by Edwin Hawkins, GCC Choir, 2019 
by William Billings – 1787, Arthur Davis, Amelia Fontein, Emma Schneider, 
Guillaume Sparrow-Pepin, April 2020 
 
 
SCRIPTURE II:  John 20: 3-10 
 

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but 

the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and 

looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter 

came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of 

linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ 

head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the 

other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and 

believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise 

from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 

ANTHEM: “Billings Easter Anthem” by William Billings - 1787 
Arthur Davis, Amelia Fontein, Emma Schneider, Guillaume Sparrow-Pepin  
April 2020 
 
SCRIPTURE III: John 20: 11-16 
 



11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had 

been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have 

put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she 

did not realize that it was Jesus. 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 

me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in 

Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 

 

HYMN #208: “Now the Green Blade Riseth” (Andy and Robin Davis) 
Andy & Robin Davis, April 2020 
 





SCRIPTURE IV: John 21: 1-13 
 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So 

Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full 

of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 

them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who 

are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it 

to them, and did the same with the fish.  

 
HOMILY: ( REV. LISE SPARROW) “Come and Have Breakfast” 
 
HYMN #205: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”  

Dwayne and Rachel Johnson, Peter and Mary Alice Amidon, Andy & Robin Davis 
April 2020 
 





PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Prayers of the People for Easter 2020 

Let Us Pray: 

Death did not destroy Jesus. That is our grounding fundament. Like all 

disciples of the risen Christ, we hear and take to heart the words of Paul 
who wrote that because of Him “we do not grieve as others who have no 
hope.” (I Thess. 4.13). 
 
To be sure, we grieve. We worry. We fear.  We grow anxious. 
We are not immune from any of these powerful and life-altering emotions.  

In the face of what life can throw our way, we succumb to experiences 

that take away our joy.  

Death, disease, hunger, poverty, injustice, fear, warfare, oppression, famine, 
natural disaster, climate disruption, political crisis, mass shootings all have 
their way with us. 
They consume our attention.  They steal our joy. 
 
Help us know, dear God, they cannot steal our hope.  

Ground us in the simple belief that Death did not contain Jesus. 

Help us as the Church, the Living Body of Christ to procure hope in the face of 
life’s most disruptive and destructive forces. 
 
Give us Hope to play the long game. 
 
The long game of hope believes that the CO_VID virus can be contained. 
 
The long game of hope believes that tests and vaccines can be developed. 

 
The long game of hope believes that our children and grandchildren will again 
breathe clean air, drink clean water and live sustainably and peacefully on this 
small planet we call “home”. 
 
But, for now, we pray that the immigrant and the refugee, the strangers 

and aliens in our midst, will be comforted in this time of need. 

And we pray that cities most impacted, New York and Chicago, Los Angeles and 
now, Philadelphia, will be bound up in love and healing. 

And we ask, on today, of all days, for the courage to step forward as God’s 
people: 

Committed to restoring equity and health for all suffering peoples  



Committed to supporting the doctors and nurses, essential care providers 
and essential businesses with our actions and our prayers. 

Remembering displaced indigenous communities and all marginalized peoples. 

Joining in faith with every disciple of Jesus who today tells the 
remarkable story of his rising from the dead.  

To do what we can do and be whom we can be together in hope. 

BOTH:  In the Risen Christ’s name we pray. Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

--We will also say the Lord’s Prayer together during our ZOOM coffee hour-- 

HYMN #278: “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...” 
 
 THE OFFERTORY 
 
     CALL TO OFFERING 
     *DOXOLOGY  
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER    
 
FINAL ANTHEM:  “Hallelujah Chorus”, Handel.   

GCC choir, 2019  
 
BENEDICTION  
 

After church we take our Annual Easter Photo as a ZOOM 
meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/880286908 

and stay for a “coffee hour” shared Lord’s Prayer and “AMEN!” 

 
*THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 

*invites the congregation to stand 
 
POSTLUDE: “Tocatta in C” Carlos Seixas Patty Meyer 
 
Note: Today’s prayers for the people are significantly adapted from the 2019 
Easter message from the UCC General Minister and President the Rev. John C. 
Dorhauer. 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/880286908
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