
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

MAY 3, 2020 
 

 
 

You and your household may want to have a candle and matches ready  
and a plate with bread and cup of juice or wine  

to share at the time of communion. 
 
PRELUDE: "Prière du Matin" by Joseph Jongen Patty Meyer 
 
WELCOME 
 
SILENT MEDITATION and THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

 Please join by lighting a candle in your home 
 
 REPORT FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE Tom Yahner, chair 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE FOR THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 
 PRAYER FOR THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 
OPENING WORDS from 1 Kings: 
 
11 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the LORD.” And 
behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the 
mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before 
the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the 



earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still 
small voice. 

13 So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and 
went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, 
and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

 
OPENING HYMN: #88 “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need” Carolyn Wesley & 
Patty Meyer 





PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION 
 

Today is what is often called Good Shepherd Sunday. 
The 23rd psalm is offered as the image of the comfort and safety 
and of God’s protection, but, within this psalm we also find a shadow  
of danger and death--our fears made manifest.   
Let us walk this morning into that valley with faith, 
taking time in silence to claim God’s protection in all things: 
 
God is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
God makes me lie down in green pastures,  

and leads me beside still waters; restoring my soul. 
God leads me in the path of righteousness  
for the sake of God’s name. 
 

Even though I walk through  
the valley of the shadow of death,  
I fear no evil;  
for You are with me;  

Your rod and Your staff— 
they comfort me. 

 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

 
You prepare a table before me  
in the presence of my enemies; 

You anoint my head with oil;  
my cup overflows.   
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
All the days of my life,  

and I shall dwell in the house of God  
 my whole life long. 
 
ANTHEM: “Lilies of the Field” by Roger Hoffman Zara Bode & Patty Meyer 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY: “In the Fiddle Is a Song 1 ” 
 
PRAYER 
 
CHILDREN’S HYMN: #433 ”Nada Te Turbe” Peter & MaryAlice Amidon with 
Patty Meyer 

 
1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWUBD_X7pN0&feature=youtu.be,  
book by Durga Bernhard 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWUBD_X7pN0&feature=youtu.be


 

 
 
 
READINGS Elizabeth Christie 
 
CONTEMPORARY READING2 
 
 “Christianity never could have survived the ebb and flow of time, much less its 
own worldwide expansion, had God not created it with the innate ability to 
adapt to changing environments. The same versatility that allowed Paul to 
become all things to all people applies to the church collectively. The ability of 
the body of Christ to change — to grow fins when it needs to swim and wings 
when it needs to fly — has preserved it for over two thousand years, despite 
countless predictions of its imminent demise. 
That’s why I’m an evolutionist. I’m an evolutionist because I believe that the 
best way to reclaim the gospel in times of change is not to cling more tightly to 
our convictions but to hold them with an open hand. I’m an evolutionist 
because I believe that sometimes God uses changes in the environment to pry 
idols from our grip and teach us something new. But most of all, I’m an 

 

2 Excerpt From: Rachel Held Evans. “Faith Unraveled.” Harper Collins Christian Publishing, 
2020-02-06. Apple Books.  
 



evolutionist because my own story is one of unlikely survival. If it hadn’t been 
for evolution, I might have lost my faith.” 
 
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 6: 25-34 
 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store 
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 
more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to 
your life? “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the 
field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all 
his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass 
of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he 
not much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans 
run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn: #617    
 “Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”  
 
SERMON 
 
ANTHEM: “Blessed Quietness” Perrin Scott, Patrice Murray, Mary Alice & Peter 
Amidon, Fred Breunig 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Tom Yahner and Perrin Scott 
Let us pray: 
 
Paul wrote these words so long ago: “We do not know what we ought to 
pray for, but the Spirit intercedes for us through wordless groans. (Rom. 

8:26-NIV) 
 
And surely, we are the ones without words, silent before the immensity of the 
pandemic. 
 
We offer our despair at the suffering of millions of people all over the 
world. 
 
We offer our grief for the many thousands who have died. 
 
We offer our concerns for the families and dear ones of those left behind. 
 
Luke wrote that in the time of Jesus: (he) Jesus told them a parable to the 
effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. (Luke 18:1) 
 
And so we pray that you might intercede for us… 
 
Lifting up the medical workers and researchers, 
 
The leaders who ponder with sad heart how best to move forward, 
 
The teachers and students who struggle to learn and grow through virtual 

learning, 
 
The families separated by quarantine and social distancing. 
 
Psalm 27 tells us “to take heart and wait for the Lord”, trusting that you 
will bless: 
 
The pastors and counselors who strive to do your deep work across the virtual 
divide, 
 
All those who rise to work and volunteer so that others might be safe, 
 
We, your people who wait for your Word as we wait for you, in faith. 
 
Give us peace   Give us hope  Give us courage 
 
In Christ’s Name we pray… 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  



Hymn #278 “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...” 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 
We offer gratitude every week for all who continue to send in your offerings- 
whether by using the donation tab on the website or by mail. Lise, Patty and our 
church leaders are working hard to keep us up and active during this time apart. 
 
      CALL TO OFFERING 
     *DOXOLOGY  
      PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Now let us celebrate our Holy Communion. 
Jesus invited everyone to share in this sacrament. It is to be consumed in faith 
that there is no sin which cannot be forgiven, with the hope of everlasting life 
and with the love of God, and of each other. It is to be taken with gratitude for 
all who have gone before us in the holy communion of life on earth, with 
gratitude for those who have given us our lives and with gratitude for this 
moment here together. Come now, let us share in the Lord’s supper. 
 
Pastor: Jesus took bread and Blessed it and break it 
and gave it to his disciples. 
 
People: His bread is life to us. 
 
Pastor: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and  
gave it to his followers. 
 
People: His cup is strength and hope to us. 
 
Prayer of Consecration (Pastor) 
 
Loving God, 
who in Jesus Christ gives us our salvation, 
consecrate by your Holy Spirit, 
these elements of Holy Communion. 
Bless us as we receive them this day 
that we may be your faithful people. 
In our Risen Savior’s name we pray. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: #195 “Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup” Peter & Mary 
Alice Amidon with Patty Meyer 
(Please offer your bread to others or take your own bread and juice or wine. 
While taking the bread please say: “the body of Christ” and with the wine, “the 
blood of Christ” and when finished say, “Amen”) 



 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 
 
We thank You God for this most amazing gift 

that You have brought us together at this table 
in Your loving presence and with each other. 
We thank You for Your abiding love and for the 
promise of Your sacrifice to us.  We ask that You 

strengthen our faith and increase our love 
toward one another. 
Let us show forth Your praise 
as we worship joyfully together and  

as we serve You gladly in our lives. 
In the name of Christ Jesus we pray. 
Amen. 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN: #426 “Peace Like a River” Derek Harnish & Patty Meyer 
 
BENEDICTION 
May God Bless you and keep you and may God’s face shine upon and through 
you, now and forever!! 
THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 



 
 
 
 



Please take a moment to enjoy the postlude and then join us at “coffee hour”. 
 

POSTLUDE: "Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals" Sigrid Karg-Elert Patty 
Meyer 
 

Lise Sparrow is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: ZOOM Coffee Hour 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85414595315 

 

Meeting ID: 854 1459 5315 
 

If you have trouble finding the coffee hour  

please text or call Fred Breunig at 802-579-2991 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Note from the Social Outreach Committee: 
 
If you missed last night’s concert it is still available on BCTV  

and at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAcADwTHtc4&feature=youtu.be. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAcADwTHtc4&feature=youtu.be
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