
 

 
 

 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

CANDIDATING SUNDAY 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
MAY 24, 2020 

 
“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are On Life’s Journey, 

You’re Welcome Here” 
 

“Love is not something that becomes your weakness, love is something that 
becomes your strength. Let’s not just fall in love, let’s rise in love”  

― Mohsin Ali Shaukat 
 

“We rise by lifting others.” 
― Robert Ingersoll 

 
“this is the recipe of life 

said my mother 
as she held me in her arms as i wept 

think of those flowers you plant 
in the garden each year 

they will teach you 
that people too 

must wilt 
fall 
root 
rise 

                      in order to bloom”  
― rupi kaur,   

 

 



This is an important Sunday  
in the life of the Guilford Community Church. 

 

We especially thank the Search Committee: 
Chair: Tom Yahner, Vice Chair: Connie Green, Stephanie Dougherty,  

who served in the early months and Sander Scott who served the later 

months, and the other members: Rob Harnish, Jerome Holland,  
Ken Kornfield, Sylvia Morse, Andy Davis, and Connie Woodberry who have 

labored the past fifteen months to bring us to this day. 

 
and the Transition Committee who will carry us on and into the time of 

overlap:  Fred Breunig, Church Moderator and Chair, Connie Green, 

Patrice Murray, Sue Owings, Dunham Rowley, Lucy Spahr-Blazej,  

and Tom Yahner,  
along with Rev. Lise Sparrow. 

 
Please feel free to contact any of these people  

with your questions and concerns. 

 

 
PRELUDE: “Come Thou Almighty King” Patty Meyer 
 
WELCOME and OPENING PRAYER - Rev. Lise Sparrow 
 
SILENT MEDITATION and THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

 Please join by lighting a candle in your home 
 
   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

• Reading of Warning: Jan Drechsler, Clerk of the Church  
 

• Announcement from The Moderator: Fred Breunig 
 

• Introduction of the Candidate: Connie Green, Tom Yahner 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  
 
Clap your hands, all you people! 
Shout for joy! Sing songs of praise for God reigns over all the earth! 
Shout to God with loud songs of joy! Sing praises to God! 
God has gone up with a shout! Sound the trumpets and sing songs of praise! 
Let everything that has breath sing praises. 
Clap your hands, all you people! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
 
OPENING HYMN: #110 “Jesus Shall Reign”  Larry and Ellen Crockett 



 
PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION  



God, Loving God, Son and Spirit, we come. We come because you have called us 
to be the church, to live out our Resurrection faith. You have asked us to place 
our trust in you and to bring to all the good news of your saving love. But we 
have failed to do this. We have given our faith a back seat to the troubles of the 
world and to the stresses in our own life. We look for the quick and easy 
answers. Trusting in your love, we turn again to you. As we open our hearts to 
your mercy, grace and forgiveness. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
All of us have been created and called to be in community which today takes 
many forms! Know this, but more importantly, live this: 
As God’s children we are loved and equipped for great ministry. 
Follow Jesus’ commandment to love boldly, even in solitude, 
as you are held in the grace and love of God. Amen 

 
ANTHEM: “Marlborough,” words by Isaac Watts, music by Abraham Wood, 
GCC Virtual Choir with Rachel Johnson, piano and Dwayne Johnson, trumpet 
 
O, for a shout of sacred joy 
To God the sovereign King! 
Let ev’ry land their tongues employ 
And hymns of triumph sing. 
 
Jesus, our God, ascends on high 
His heav’nly guards around 
Attend him rising through the sky 
With trumpets’ joyful sound 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY: “The Goodbye Book” by Todd Parr 
 
PRAYER 
 
CHILDREN’S HYMN: “Hear My Prayer for Unity,” Andy Davis 
words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, tune: Aberystwyth 
 
“Hear my prayer for unity,” Jesus prayed for all his own. 
“May these ones you’ve given me live the love that I have shown. 
Mine are yours and yours are mine; in them I am glorified! 
Now I send them as a sign; so may they be unified.” 
 
By your Spirit, make us one; so the world will come to know 
All the love of Christ the Son, all your joys that overflow. 
Help us put aside our strife; give your church a humble mind! 
Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life, strengthen now the ties that bind. 



 
 
CONTEMPORARY READING Patrice Murray 
 
“Being the Resurrection” by Victoria Weinstein  
 
The stone has got to be rolled back from the tomb again and again every year. 
Roll up your sleeves. 
He is not coming back, you know. 
He is not coming back unless it is we who rise for him 
We who lay healing hands on the reviled and rejected like he did 
on his behalf -- 
We who rage for righteousness in his insistent voice 
We who love the sinner, even knowing that “the sinner” is no farther off than 
our own heartbeat 
He will not be back to join us at the table 
To share God’s extravagant banquet 
God’s love feast, all are invited, come as you are 
And so it is you and I who must feast for him 
Must say the grace and break the bread and pass it to the left 



and dish up the broiled fish (or pour the wine) and pass it to the right. 
And treat each one so tenderly 
as though just this morning she or he made the personal effort 
to make it back from heaven, or from hell 
but certainly from death 
to be by our side. 
Because if by some miracle (and why not a miracle?) 
He did come back 
Wouldn’t he want to see us like this? 
Wouldn’t it be a miracle to live for just one day 
So that if he did, by some amazing feat 
come riding into town 
He could take a look around and say 
“This is what I meant!” 
And we could say 
it took us a long time... 
but we finally figured it out. 
Oh, let us live to make it so. 
You are the resurrection and the life. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Lucy Spahr-Blazej 
 
Acts 1:1-11  
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from 
the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is 
what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.” 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn: #617    



 “Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”  
 
SERMON: “Rise! The Sequel” 
 
ANTHEM:  “Amazing Grace” arr. Ysaye Barnwell  
 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR MEMORIAL DAY 
 
LITANY FOR ASCENSION DAY  by Christine Sine  
Sue Owings and Dunham Rowley 
 

Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
a new world has broken into ours— 
a world in which justice does come for the poor, 
freedom comes for the prisoners, 
and healing for the sick. 
 
Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
a new community has been formed— 
a community that loves and cares for all members, 
a family that welcomes all who are abandoned and rejected, 
a place where all find a place of belonging. 
 
Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
a new creation has begun—  
all that was distorted is being restored, 
all that is corrupted is being renewed, 
all that was broken is being made whole. 
 
Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
God’s new world has begun.  
 
Let us call this new world into being - the kin-dom of God, where all are well, 
all are fed and free, where all are whole, where all know love.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Let us say the prayer as Jesus has taught us, saying, 
“Our Father, our Mother. . .” 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  



Hymn #278 “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...” 
 
THE OFFERTORY  
We offer gratitude every week for all who continue to send in your offerings- 
whether by using the donation tab on the website or by mail. Lise, Patty and our 
church leaders are working hard to keep us up and active during this time apart. 
 
CALL TO OFFERING 
*DOXOLOGY  
 
THE CLOSING HYMN: #601 “How Great Thou Art” - Cathy Hess 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





BENEDICTION 
 
Friends, how good and pleasant it is to be together, even in spirit, encouraging 
and consoling, provoking and inspiring.  But now the service is ended. Why do 
you stand looking up toward heaven? Go in peace - into the world, and in your 
words and in your lives bear witness to the Christ who has ascended to be 
everywhere present. And may the grace of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and 
the presence of the Holy Spirit go with us all. Amen. 
 
THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 
 
Please take a moment to enjoy the postlude and then join us at “coffee hour”. 
 
POSTLUDE:  
    

Fred Breunig has sent a LINK inviting church members to a  
scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Congregational Meeting 
 

NOTE: PLEASE BE PATIENT AS WE HAVE CREATED A WAITING ROOM FOR 
SECURITY AND EACH PERSON WILL NEED TO BE LET IN INDIVIDUALLY 

Thank you! 
 

 
 

If you have trouble finding the meeting, or if you are not yet a member 
and would like to attend,  

please text or call Fred Breunig at 802-579-2991 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

For additional prayer and reflection: 
 

Rise Up originally recorded by Andra Day sung by a virtual combine choir made up of the 

Boston Children’s Choir, in collaboration with Denver Children’s Choir, Children’s Chorus of 

Washington DC, Gondwana Choirs, Sydney, and Cincinnati Boychoir 

 

The psalm from today’s lectionary is Psalm 47 which begins “Clap your hands, all you peoples; 

shout to God with loud songs of joy.” Enjoy this life-giving version by Joshua’s Troop - 

Everybody Clap Your Hands  
 

The mandorla, a circle within circles, evokes in a two- 
dimensional image the mystery of multi-dimensions. Above, 

the dark mandorla emphasizes the mysterious and 
unknowable. On the left, Jesus enters the sphere of God in a 

mandorla of cloud. To the right, fiery multi-eyed seraphim 
wings upon a chariot supports the Great Entrance. Both fire 
and cloud as well as darkness symbolize the Presence of God. 

 
Often the iconographer creates a sense of ambiguity as to 

whether Jesus is coming or going. 

https://youtu.be/G_YDpP-nU6w
https://youtu.be/V5xtYsV9It8
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