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Jeremiah Lamenting the Destruction of Babylon 

Rembrandt van Rijn, 1630 

 

The crestfallen Prophet Jeremiah rests his weary, old head on his hand. He laments Jerusalem 

going up in flames – in the background – whose destruction he had prophesied. Rembrandt 

heightened the sense of drama with powerful contrasts of light and dark. He derived the 

prophet’s bearded head from one of the old men he often etched around this time. 

 
“If you want to play the game of love with me, 

step forth with your head on your palm.” 
—Guru Nanak 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

JULY 5, 2020 
 

“No Matter Who You Are  
or Where You Are on Life's Journey, 

You're Welcome Here” 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

You and your household may want to have a candle and matches ready 
and a plate with bread and cup of juice or wine to share 

at the time of Communion. 
 
 

PRELUDE: “Adagio Cantabile” by Ludwig Van Beethoven Patty Meyer 
 
WELCOME  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT  
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1) Encouragement to download the program for the service 
2) Connie Woodberry, Chair of the Social Outreach Committee 
3) Other announcements can be found in either the Wednesday e-notices 

or the Friday Dispatch 
4) Join us on the ZOOM coffee hour after the service 

 
SILENT MEDITATION and THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

 Please join by lighting a candle in your home 
 

    
 INTROIT: “The Star Spangled Banner” by Francis Scott Key 
 played by Rob Harnish on the guitar 

OPENING SENTENCES1:  

“The future is dark, but what if—what if this darkness is not the darkness of 
the tomb but the darkness of the womb? What if our America is not dead  
but a country that is waiting to be born? What if the story of America is one 
long labor? What if all of our grandfathers and grandmothers are standing 
behind us now, those who survived occupation and genocide, slavery and Jim 
Crow, detentions and political assault? What if they are whispering in our ear, 
‘You are brave’? What if this is our nation’s greatest transition” 
 
OPENING HYMN: #531 “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” - by Samuel F. Smith 
sung by Jeanushka Fishell, piano accompaniment by Peter Amidon 
 

 
1 Excerpt From: Kaur, Valarie. “See No Stranger.” One World, 2020-06-16. Apple Books.  
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PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION2 
 
One:  As disciples of Jesus Christ,  

we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away  
from loving ourselves, loving God and loving our neighbors.  Let us pray… 

 
Many: Living God,  

we confess our complicity in the violence of racism and white supremacy,  

 
2 Remembering #Charlottesville Liturgy written by Rev. Brittany Caine-Conley and Rev. Tracy Howe 
Wispelwey 
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some of us chained by its oppression  
and some of us addicted to the privilege it creates.  
We acknowledge that white supremacy is not what God intends for us,  
that power built on lies and dehumanization  
must be confronted and dismantled. 
 
We have betrayed our neighbors  
with our lack of urgency and our desire for decorum.  
We repent for the ways we have failed to show up.   
We repent for the ways we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have refused to sacrifice our comfort, our wealth and our reputation  
when the lives of others have been on the line. 
 
Oh God, accept our repentance today,  
for the ways we have neglected the humanity  
of those who suffer under the evil system of racism and white supremacy.  
Let our blindness to injustice and our avoidance of culpability  
end here and now,  
and may we devote our lives to honoring the full humanity  
and the full God-like-ness of ourselves  
and all our black and brown siblings. 

 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

Blessed are you, in your emptiness and in your desperate cries to God,  
For yours is the Grace of God,  
the Love that surpasses all understanding.  

  
Blessed are you who cry for your own pain and for the suffering you witness.  

For the Holy Spirit is promised to you, 
   groaning herself where words fall short.  
  

Blessed are you who respond in nonviolence  
For you belong to God and one another,  
and life will flourish where you seek to protect it.  

  
Blessed are you who ache and fast for justice,  

For you will witness the Love of God 
acting upon this earth. 

  
Blessed are you who are led by empathy, quick to listen and slow to judge. 

You will sow gentleness, kindness and mercy.  
  

Blessed are you who push deeper into your faith.  
You will be refreshed to go on. 

  
Blessed are you who work for justice. 
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You will know the binding Love of God in your life.  
  

Blessed are you who suffer for that work.  
You make way for Resurrection.  

 
CHILDREN’S HYMN: “Dreams to Be”, by Donovan  
Sung by Desmond Bode, Peter and Mary Alice Amidon, featuring Vera Bode  
 

 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY: “Healing the Blindman” 
 
PRAYER 
 
ANTHEM: “Blackbird” – by John Lennon/Paul McCartney, arr. Peter Amidon 
Singers: Emma Schneider, Lauren Breunig, Amelia Fontein, Zara Bode, Rhys 
Glennon, Arthur Davis, Guillaume Sparrow-Pepin, Stefan and Mary Alice 
Amidon, Derrick Harnish 
 

CONTEMPORARY READING3: Bev Langeveld 
 
“When her doctor took her bandages off and led her into the garden, the girl 
who was no longer blind saw “the tree with the lights in it.” It was for this tree I 

 

3 ― Annie Dillard, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2280883
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searched through the peach orchards of summer, in the forests of fall and 
down winter and spring for years. Then one day I was walking along Tinker 
Creek and thinking of nothing at all and I saw the tree with the lights in it. I 
saw the backyard cedar where the mourning doves roost charged and 
transfigured, each cell buzzing with flame. I stood on the grass with the lights 
in it, grass that was wholly fire, utterly focused and utterly dreamed. It was 
less like seeing that like being for the first time see knocked breathless by a 
powerful glance. The flood of fire abated, but I’m still spending the power. 
Gradually the lights went out in the cedar, the colors died, the cells un-flamed 
and disappeared. I was still ringing. I had been my whole life a bell and never 
knew it until at that moment I was lifted and struck.  
 
I have since only very rarely seen the tree with the lights in it. The vision comes 
and goes, mostly goes, but I live for it, for the moment the mountains open and 
a new light roars in spate through the crack, and the mountains slam.” 
   
SCRIPTURE:  John 9:1-12, 37-39 
 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I 
am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat 
on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s 
eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 
Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and 
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man 
who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, 
“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they 
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam 
and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to 
him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
….. 
37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 
38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into 
this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who 
do see may become blind.”  
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn: #617    
 “Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”  
SERMON:  “The Vision Comes and Goes” 
 
ANTHEM:  
“Had I a Golden Thread” by Pete Seeger, arr. Peter Amidon 
Guilford Community Church Virtual Choir 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:4     
 

 

4 Remembering #Charlottesville Liturgy written by Rev. Brittany Caine-Conley  
and Rev. Tracy Howe Wispelwey 
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 Let us pray for our world 
And let us give thanks for our common work together:  
 
For the ministries of The United Church of Christ,  
and all who work towards our common vision  

of united and uniting churches throughout the world …  
Uniting God, receive our prayers: And in your love answer. 
 
For faithful disciples in our communities who work towards our common 
purpose of extravagant welcome, proclaiming the gospel and mending God’s 
world…  
Uniting God, receive our prayers: And in your love answer. 
 
For the anniversary of Stonewall, a milestone of justice and dignity for 
LGBTQ people and for the recent Supreme Court decision guaranteeing 

their rights in the workplace and for and for all who work towards our 
sacred message of justice and peace in harmony… 
Uniting God, receive our prayers: And in your love answer. 
 
For those of us who are suffering, experiencing violence, displacement, war and 
poverty… 
And, for the prayers we name to you now in the silence of our hearts… 
 
moment of silence 
 
Uniting God, receive our prayers: And in your love answer. 

 

We give thanks for the joint work, shared resources,  
friendships and connections sparked by this union  
that is transforming both the United Church of Christ  
and The United Church of Canada; 

 
Uniting God, receive our prayers: And in your love answer. 
 
We give thanks for the dreamers, teachers and prophets  
who help name our common longing  
to be one in Christ, with creation and with each other; 
Uniting God, receive our prayers: And in your love answer. 
 
We give thanks for courageous leaders who help us work towards 

reconciliation and Right Relations with honesty and wisdom; 
Uniting God, receive our prayers: And in your love answer. 
 
We give thanks for the guidance of the Holy Spirit who continually reveals new 
ways  
for us to engage in God’s dream for the world together; 

 Uniting God, receive our prayers: And in your love answer. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  

Hymn #278 “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...” 
 
THE OFFERTORY   
 
CALL TO OFFERING  
*DOXOLOGY  
 
DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING   
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 5 
God, Loving Father and Mother Eternal,  
Creator of all time and space,  
In this, our own time and place,  
we give You thanks and praise for giving us life,  
and inviting us to share in the history of a people  
who are blessed by Your faithfulness,  
challenged by Your prophets,  
forgiven by Your mercy,  
and ever surprised by Your power to do more,  
working in us, than we can ask or imagine.  
 
Therefore we join our voices with the voices of all You have created,  
all You have loved, all You sustain to praise You,  
saying: Holy, Holy , Holy, God. Heaven and earth are full of Your glory,  
Hosannah in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God.  
Hosannah in the highest.  
 
We thank You for your life manifest in our brother Jesus 
--Bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh 
--Whose life, death and resurrection reveal You fully: 
Your love for humanity,  
Your desire for human freedom,  
Your passion for justice.  
 
We remember that Jesus, gathered at table with his friends  
in a time of struggle and fear,  

 

5 Copyright 2007 Local Church Ministries, Worship and Education Ministry 
Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-
Communion Prayer for Trinity Sunday was written by Susan A. Blain, Minister 
for Worship, Liturgy, and Spiritual Formation, Worship and Education Team, 
LCM. 
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took bread, blessed it and gave it to them saying “ 
 
Take and eat: for this is my body.”  
 
And after supper, Jesus looked forward to your desired day of joy and power, 
took the cup of wine, Blessed it and said “Take this, all of you, and drink. This 
is the cup of the new covenant in my blood. I will share this meal with you 
again in the reign of God. Share this bread and this cup in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim together the mystery of our faith:  
Christ has died,  
Christ is risen,  
Christ will come again.  
Come now, Holy Spirit of God— 
 
All are invited to take communion. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: #311 “Let Us Break Bread Together”  
sung by Bridget Bazile 
 

 
 
When all are served, the pastor continues: 
 
As You were present at creation, be present now, and let these gifts of bread 
and cup become for us the Bread of Life and the Cup of Blessing.  
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As You were sent by Jesus to accompany us on our journey of faith,  
be present now, and make this community, in receiving this bread and cup, 
one body in Christ.  
 
THE CLOSING HYMN: #533 "O God Beneath Thy Guiding Hand" –  
Words: Leonard Bacon, 1838 Music: John Hatton, 1793 -  sung by Peter 
Amidon 
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BENEDICTION 
 
THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 
Please take a moment to enjoy the postlude and then join us at “coffee hour”. 
The zoom link is below and on the Guilford Community Church homepage: 
guilfordchurch.org 
 
POSTLUDE “Le Cigne” by Camille Saint-Saëns  Patty Meyer   
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