NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ORDER OF WORSHIP
AUGUST 2, 2020
“No Matter Who You Are
or Where You Are on Life's Journey,
You're Welcome Here”
ORDER OF WORSHIP
You and your household may want to have a candle and matches ready
and a plate with bread and cup of juice or wine to share
at the time of Communion.
PRELUDE: "Silver Rain" by Marianne Zimmerman Arr. Peter Amidon Patty Meyer
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENT
1) Sue Owings…
1) Encouragement to download the bulletin for the service
2) Other announcements can be found in both the Wednesday e-notices
and the Friday Dispatch
3) Join us on the ZOOM coffee hour after the service
SILENT MEDITATION and THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES
Please join by lighting a candle in your home
INTROIT: “All Will Be Well” Thanks to Robin Davis for her solo, please join her
on the second and third verses.

OPENING SENTENCES: Julian of Norwich
“See that I am God. See that I am in everything. See that I do everything. See
that I have never stopped ordering my works, nor ever shall, eternally. See that
I lead everything on to the conclusion I ordained for it before time began, by the

1

same power, wisdom and love with which I made it. How can anything be
amiss?”
OPENING HYMN: #600 “God Beyond All Names” Recorded 05/10/20
Tony Barrand, solo, Patty Meyer, piano
God Beyond All Names
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PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to the home of Lazarus,
Martha and Mary, his dear friends, and received hospitalitygenerous, loving, whole-hearted, and more than even he expected.
His disciple Judas could only see the indulgence of the gift,
not the spirit of loving-kindness with which it was offered.
Let us consider the depth of our relationships with those we encounter
and with the One who calls us to faith,
as we confess our hesitations in silence.
Renew our determination to live
as faithful followers, faithful disciples, faithful Christians.
Help us to serve God with generosity
work with each other for the well-being of your creation,
that the fortunes of all your peoples may be restored.
Amen.
SILENT CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
We, too, are a part of the Way-Maker’s will for restoration.
We are called, through Christ Jesus, to strive for restoration,
but we are not called to do this work alone.
The One who has made a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert,
will surely equip us for all we are asked to do in Christ’s name.
God will empower us to attain all the potential God has placed within us.
Thanks be to God!
Let us share in a creed 1 of affirmation together:
UNISON:
We believe in the wild and wonderful God
who clothes the wild flowers,
dressing them so superbly
that they outdo Solomon in all his glory;
who is the true Friend
of all creatures great and small,
who feeds the gold finch and goldfish,
crickets and crows, fireflies and frogs.
We believe in the God of Christ Jesus,
the Source of abundance,
full of Grace and truth.
We believe in the extravagant God
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http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocC/C24lent5.htm A CREED, adapted from a prayer by Bruce Prewer
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who turns the other cheek,
goes the second mile,
turns water into the best wine,
brings healing with his every touch,
and who welcomes a woman’s love
as she fills the house with unforgettable fragrance.
We believe in the faith-full God of Jesus Christ,
who sweated blood in an Olive Grove,
and kept the faith to the very end.
We believe in the redeeming God
who spared no cost,
forgave even his brutal crucifiers,
had time for a dying thief at his side,
and who on the third day
did a thing so prodigious
that even his friends were dismayed with joy.
We believe in the God of Jesus Christ,
the Source of abundance
wherever we turn
and no matter what we do. Amen

CHILDREN’S HYMN: “I’m Lucky There’s a Sun”, written by Nancy Cassidy
arranged by Peter Amidon, recorded 03/22/20 Mary Alice Amidon, banjo; Peter
Amidon, piano; Perrin Scott, opening solo
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CHILDREN’S STORY: “Homespun” - a true story told by Sue Owings to her
grandchildren, Nevaeh and Lakota Sheldon.
PRAYER
ANTHEM: "I Want to Thank You, Lord” by Moses Hogan Virtual Choir

SCRIPTURE: Diane Larsen-Freeman
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Genesis 32:22-31
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them
across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone;
and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did
not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob's hip
was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.
Then he said, "Let me go, for the day is breaking." But Jacob said, "I will not let
you go, unless you bless me." So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he
said, "Jacob." Then the man said, "You shall no longer be called Jacob, but
Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed."
Then Jacob asked him, "Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that
you ask my name?" And there he Blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel,
saying, "For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved." The sun
rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.
John 12: 1-8
Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus
was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. So they gave a dinner for him
there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at
table. Mary therefore took a pound[a] of expensive ointment made from pure
nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of
his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this ointment
not sold for three hundred denarii[b] and given to the poor?” He said this, not
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having
charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. Jesus
said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it[c] for the day of my burial. For
the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.”
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn: #617
“Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”
SERMON: “How Can I Thank You?”
ANTHEM/HYMN: #98 "God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale" Larry Crockett
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Elizabeth Christie and Connie Woodberry
Let us pray.
In the Scripture from John today we were reminded of Christ’s words to Judas:
“For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.”
Help us heed his words and remember our Blessings even as we hold up our concerns.
We give thanks for doctors, nurses, and health workers, for researchers and
those volunteering their lives to help find a vaccine, even as we mourn the death
of thousands and the illness of millions due to the COVID pandemic.
We give thanks for the abundance and safety which surrounds us even as we as we
mourn the deaths of black men, women and children on our streets and pray for those
who do not have enough and those who live in constant fear.
We give thanks for our leaders and social workers, our teachers and our police
departments, even as we work toward policies which protect and support people
of color and those most vulnerable.
We give thanks for the beauty of our planet even as we advocate for its protection and
enjoyment by everyone who needs the balm of the outdoors and nature’s consolation.
We give thanks that we are able to worship together in this way and visit with
each other in ways we might not ever have imagined, even as we miss the faces
and touch of others.
We give thanks for our congregation and community, our children and elders,
even as we pray for their health and protection during this time apart.
We give thanks for the ongoing work of our choir directors, Peter and Andy, for
the work and dedication of Lise and Patty, for Austin and Aiden who edit our
services, the deacons who deliver bulletins and for all who help us come together
Sunday after Sunday to worship with each other.
We give thanks for the Search and Transition Committees, for the Celebration
Committee and for Elisa, Rosanne and Ben, even as we offer prayers for them all, as
they prepare the way for a new beginning for the church in September.
We give you thanks for the memories we share as a beloved community, for the
Blessings of this day and for the dreams we have in our hearts for the days,
weeks and years ahead even as we ask You to carry us through these difficult
times.
Please let the perfume of Your love flow through us, gracious God, in thanksgiving and
hope.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
Hymn #278 “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord...”
THE OFFERTORY
CALL TO OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY
DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN: #195 “Eat This Bread”
Peter and Mary Alice Amidon, Peter Amidon, piano

PREPARATION FOR COMMUNION
Leader: Come, for all things are now ready.
Come to the table with all your kin
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and share with all in need:
the gift of healing for those in pain,
the gift of forgiveness for those in sin,
the gift of assurance for those in doubt,
and the gift of hope for those in tears.
We hear in Matthew 26: While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body.”
People: His bread is Life to us.
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the Covenant, which is poured out for the
healing of hearts, the forgiveness of sins and the reconciliation of all peoples and
Creation.
27

People: His cup is strength and hope to us.
Pastor: Let Us Pray…
Loving God, who in Jesus Christ gives us our salvation,
Consecrate by your Holy Spirit,
these elements of Holy Communion.
Bless us as we receive them this day
that we may be your faithful people.
In our Risen Savior’s name we pray.
All: Amen.
All take the bread and wine.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING2:
All:
We are most grateful, God our true love,
that humanity is Your project:
that our brokenness is mended
by Your almighty tenderness,
our foolish moves are countered
by Your long-sighted strategies,
our little faith is tended
by Your faithful encouragement,
our wounds are dressed
by Your firm fingers
and in our dark wanderings
Your shepherd-soul finds us.
We are most grateful
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http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/46SUN17.htmwww.bruceprewer.com (adapted)
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that we are Your project
which cannot fail.
Through Christ we live and pray,
Amen!

THE CLOSING HYMN: #426 “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” recorded 05/04/20
Derrick Harnish sings Peter Amidon’s arrangement; Patty Meyer, piano

BENEDICTION
THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291
Please take a moment to enjoy the postlude and then join us at “coffee hour”.
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The zoom link is below and on the Guilford Community Church homepage:
guilfordchurch.org
POSTLUDE: "Blessed Assurance" Words by Fanny Crosby; Music by Phoebe Knapp
Patty Meyer
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