
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Guilford Community Church, January 31, 2021 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 

 

PRELUDE: “Rock of Ages,” by Augustus M. Toplady, Patty Meyer, organ 

WELCOME 

Good morning and welcome! We’re so glad you have joined us this morning! My 
name is Connie Green, and Fred Breunig and I are the leaders of today’s 
worship service on this fourth Sunday after Epiphany. Pastor Elisa Lucozzi is 
taking a well-earned break in addition to a few days of study in preparation for 
Lent and Easter. She’ll be back in the office Wednesday, February 4th. If you 
have any questions or needs while she’s away, please be in touch with Fred 

Breunig, fmbreunig@comcast.net our moderator, or our head deacon, Lucy Spahr-

Blazej. lucysb1@gmail.com We’re also giving our wonderful, dedicated music 
leaders a break today by using hymns and anthems that are previously 
recorded. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Social Outreach Committee, Connie Woodberry 
 
On February 7th, our worship will be a service prepared by seminarians at 
Elisa’s alma mater, the Andover Newton Theological School, for the purpose of 
giving pastors a break. It will be a Communion service. 

A word about online worship 

Although we really miss being together in person, we continue to gather online 
because we love and care about our congregation and our community, because 
we want to maintain physical distancing in a way that helps us to feel 
connected but also keeps us all safe. Although it is hard to be physically 
distant from one another, we also know that it can’t keep our hearts from 
connecting and we know it is indeed the best way of caring for one another 
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right now. Let us keep creating new ways of being church, because we know 
that being church has nothing to do with a building and everything to do with 
loving each other. Let us gather to be the church in a new way with a welcome 
wide enough for all. 

So, as we begin today, let us acknowledge and honor this land we occupy by 
honoring and acknowledging those First Nation people to whom this land 
belongs: 

We gather here on the bank of the Broad Brook 
In the shadow of the great Mount Wantastiquet 
In the valley of the rushing Connecticut 
to worship and discern together the call of God 
to the United Church of Christ for these days, 
let us know that we do so on the hunting grounds 
and homelands of the Mahican and Penacook people, 
as well as the southernmost members of the Abenaki Tribe. 

These people used this land since time immemorial 
and are still among us in the present. 
We offer them our gratitude and respect, 
Our repentance and hope in solidarity with them… 
It is a Holy Communion we share of life on earth 
of past and present, of pain and reconciliation, 
of mystery and majesty…let us begin. 

SILENT MEDITATION AND THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

If you have a candle at home, please light it as I light this candle, to symbolize 
the light of Christ’s love in the world. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Based on Psalm 111  
If you have a bulletin, please read the lines in bold with me. 

Come, and praise God! 
in the company of God’s people, 
let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Great are the works of God, 
full of glory and majesty.  
Our God is gracious and compassionate. 
Our God is merciful and forgiving. 
Our God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Our God is just and good. 
So. come, let’s worship God together. 
God’s praise will last forever! 
OPENING HYMN: #525 “All Beautiful the March of Days” recorded February 3, 
2019 



 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 



Let us come humbly before God, acknowledging the ways we have fallen short, 
and the mistakes we have made.  
 
God of mercy, grace, reconciliation and goodness: 
We are sorry for so much— 
   for words we cannot bear to say 
   for memories we cannot bear to relive 
   for thoughts we cannot bear to admit. 
 
But you know our hearts. 
Relieve us of our burdens, 
Bind our hearts, not to the unbearable, but rather, to you, 
so that in all ways, we may live in the joy of your salvation 
and the delight of your loving embrace. 
Please join me in silent meditation. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
Happy are we, Holy people, when we walk in the ways of our God. 
Happy are we, beloved ones, as we receive God’s forgiveness. 
 
Happy are we, God’s own, 
because we are made whole, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Written by Rev. Kaji R. Spellman  
 
ANTHEM: “Candlemas Eve” a traditional English carol, Tony Barrand, 
accompanied by Margaret Dale Barrand on pipe and tabor; Fred Breunig on 
button accordion, recorded on February 2, 2020. 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY: “To Everything There is a Season” by Jude Daly, 
Margaret Dale Barrand 
 
PRAYER FOR THE CHILDREN 
 
HYMN: #500 “O for a World” recorded February 3, 2019 



 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Tom Green 

The words of Moses from Deuteronomy 18:15, 18–19 

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you shall heed such a prophet.  

18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will 
put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything 
that I command. 19 Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall 
speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable.  

This is the Scripture for Candlemas, relating the presentation of the baby 
Jesus at the temple.  

 



Luke 2:22–32 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in 
the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of 
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in 
his arms and praised God, saying, 

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

May God bless these words to our understanding. 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Hymn #617 
“Write These Words in Our Hearts” 

REFLECTIONS: Fred Breunig and Connie Green 

Today, January 31st, is actually Candlemas Eve Eve, since Candlemas is 
February 2—40 days, after the birth of Jesus when Mary and Joseph went to 
Jerusalem for her ritual purification and for Jesus’ Presentation at the Temple, 
as we heard from Tom.  
 
As with most other Christian holidays, Candlemas was placed at the same time 
that people were already celebrating, to give them new reasons for their 
festivities. Many are on significant points in the solar calendar—this one being 
a cross-quarter day, halfway between a solstice and an equinox (another well-
known cross-quarter day is Halloween, halfway between the Fall Equinox and 
Winter Solstice). If you are interested in learning more about Candlemas in 
particular, and cross-quarter days in general, we put a few links at the end of 
the bulletin. For our purposes today, however, we are looking at Candlemas as 
being another way to mark new beginnings. We just had New Year’s Day with 
its Resolutions, but this feels more like spring cleaning: out with the old and in 
with the new. Tony sang about taking down the Rosemary, Bays, Mistletoe, and 
Holly and replacing it with “the greener Box for show.” 
 



Ten days ago, we had a political Candlemas, if you will, with the Inauguration. 
Watching the ceremony, I was particularly struck by the magnificent poem 
delivered by Amanda Gorman, “The Hill We Climb.” I was so moved by her 
poem, and her delivery of it, that I have listened to it and re-read it multiple 
times since. Elisa ended her sermon last week with Amanda’s closing words 
and Elisa told me that she expected that many, many sermons across the 
nation would include excerpts of Amanda’s stirring poem. 

As I was preparing for my Reflections, I re-read today’s Lectionary Scriptures. 
Tom read a selection from Deuteronomy today, and the first verse of that 
passage jumped out at me. I realized it described my feelings exactly, while I 
was listening to Amanda on January 20:  

Deuteronomy 18:15: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet … 
from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet.”  
 
Listen again to Amanda’s words from the beginning of her poem: 

When day comes we ask ourselves, where can we find light in this … never-

ending … shade? … The loss … we carry, a sea we must wade. We’ve … 

braved the belly of the beast. We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace. In 

the norms and notions of what “just is” isn’t … always … just—ice. And yet, 

the dawn is ours before  … we knew it. Somehow, we do it. 
 
And then she finishes: 

When day comes, we step out of the shade aflame and unafraid. The new 

dawn blooms as we free it. For there is always light. If only we’re brave 

enough to see it.  

If only we’re brave enough to be it. 
 
Let us heed our new prophet and pledge ourselves to Be the light!  
 
Ancient Celts, I read, considered cross-quarter days to be the beginnings of 
seasons. And, it’s true, even though temperatures are still cold, the days are 
getting noticeably longer now, so it is appealing to think of this being the very 
beginning of spring. In that respect, some early spring cleaning does seem 
appropriate—take down and put away the Christmas decorations—make a new 
start.  
 
We could even consider Candlemas as a second chance at getting the year off on 
a good course. If we’re resolution-makers, maybe we’ve realized already that 
we’re having a little trouble keeping those resolutions. Recovery programs know 
the challenge of making and keeping a long-term commitment. They encourage 
folks to keep a promise one day at a time. Why not, then, help ourselves along 
here and say, “Just for Today …”  



 
Let us heed our new prophet and say, “Just for today, I will be the Light.” 
 
In our weekly Centering Prayer group, we have been reading Thich Nhat Hanh’s 
Living Buddha, Living Christ, a wonderful and very accessible meditative book. 
We read only one chapter each week and then come together to share thoughts 
and insights.  
 
I love the parallels Thich Nhat Hanh finds in the two great traditions and how he 
considers both Buddha and Jesus his spiritual ancestors. From beginning to 
end, he stresses the importance of learning about and understanding other 
religious traditions. On page 2, he writes, “When we believe that ours is the only 
faith that contains the truth, violence and suffering will surely be the result.” He 
finishes the book with, “True understanding comes from true practice [of one’s 
faith]. Understanding and love are values that transcend all dogma.” 
 
Of course, our focus in reading Thich Nhat Hanh is on contemplative prayer or 
meditation, which is an integral part of both of these religious traditions, and 
central to being successful in these practices is mindfulness, filling our minds 
with the present, moment by moment. Thich Nhat Hanh comes back again and 
again to ways to nourish awareness in ourselves, practicing mindful eating, 
celebrating every breath, being aware of birdsong. “Enjoy being alive”, he says, 
“and you will help the living Christ and the living Buddha continue for a long, 
long time.” 
 
Of course, mindfulness is a major challenge for those of us whose minds are 
filled with To Do lists, plans, regrets, desires, doubt, hope, restlessness, on and 
on and on.  
 
Couldn’t we think of mindfulness as a minute-by-minute Candlemas? 
 
Let us heed our new prophet and say, “Just for this moment, I will be the Light.” 
 
“New things succeed, new things succeed, as former things grow old.”  
 
A year ago, Tom and I went to hear Rani Arbo at Next Stage in Putney. A year 
ago, we went to a birthday party. A year ago, I had never heard of Zoom. I was 
rehearsing for The Magic Flute with the Windham Orchestra, and Tom was 
rehearsing for the Fauré Requiem with the high school chorus and the 
Brattleboro Concert Choir. Our son Sam went to visit his twin sibling in Japan 
(avoiding the flight that landed in Hong Kong, where people were being asked to 
quarantine), and Pastor Lise Sparrow had not yet departed for Kenya with a 
group of travelers from GCC, who would barely make it home, with Covid-19 
travel restrictions popping up all around them. 

The Magic Flute was canceled right before our opening weekend. The Fauré was 
canceled. Living Strong class and the Prayer Shawl Ministry meetings, and all 
other gatherings were canceled. Slowly, my calendar began to fill up with 
meetings on that miraculous video conferencing platform, Zoom. Pastor Elisa 



Lucozzi, Lise’s successor, stepped readily into the unknown of our virtual 
church world. 

Since then, new things have become old (not referring to Elisa here!), or at least 
I’ve grown accustomed to them. Zoom Centering Prayer group, Zoom Prayer 
Shawl knitting group and Zoom orchestra meetings, sans instruments. We 
discovered that we have to listen to each person, or no one will hear what the 
others are saying. We discovered that we can feel connected in this different 
way. We miss those who are not able to connect electronically. I especially miss 
seeing my mother, in a retirement home in New Jersey, but there have been 
advantages to our enforced homestay. Is my car due for an oil change? I think 
not!  

As Fred and I prepared for this service, we each independently brought in 
meaningful passages from the book we were reading in the Centering Prayer 
group, Living Buddha, Living Christ by the Vietnamese monk Thich Nhat 
Hanh. He writes: “When we look into the heart of a flower, we see clouds, 
sunshine, minerals, time, the earth, and everything else in it. Without clouds, 
there could be no rain, and there would be no flower. Without time, the flower 
could not bloom. In fact, the flower is made entirely of non-flower elements; it 
has no independent, individual existence.”  

The flower that grows is new, but it is also old. It is made of ancient and 
ongoing elements, and it will continue the cycle when it withers and 
decomposes into the earth.  

The new year began with fireworks over the river. New things succeed, and 
then new NEW things succeed, and what is new to us now will be succeeded by 
something else by the time another Candlemas rolls around. 

We pray that we’ll be together, in person, when that happens. And we pray that 
we will remain receptive to welcoming the possibilities that are only just hinted 
at today.  

Amen. 

ANTHEM: “Give Me Birds at the Dawning” GCC Nine O’Clock Choir, recorded on 
February 2, 2020 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Patrice Murray 

Introduction to Prayers of the People:  
This is the time in our service when we invite your prayers: prayers of concern 
or sorrow, prayers of celebration and joy. If you have something or someone 
you would like our gathering to pray for, you can type it into the comments 
section that accompanies this live feed. 

Let us pray. 
 



Holy God, you call us together as the Body of Christ to be the church!  

 

Great Creator, who shaped each mountain peak, tree, and stone, and each 
creature, including each human form, you call us to protect the environment, 
and we ask your wisdom and creativity to help us do this work.  

 

Spirit of Love, your prophets of old urged us to care for the poor and 

vulnerable, and for orphans and widows, and to welcome the stranger. Help us 
draw on your abundant compassion and generosity to do this work.  

 

Gracious One, help us to forgive frequently and fervently, as we have been 
forgiven, to work toward reconciliation within our communities, and to foster 

communication and respect among all people. 

 
We call to You, the One for whom all lives matter, to help us reject all forms of 
racism, from the smallest slight to the most grievous of injuries, and work to 
change the attitudes and structures that perpetuate it.  

 

Omnipotent One, pour out Your Spirit upon us and equip us with courage and 
the spiritual audacity to fight for the powerless. 

 
God of abundance, spur us to share our earthly and spiritual resources with 
the fullness of Your creation.  

 
Three-in-one, You call us to embrace the diversity inherent in your own being 

and in all the beings You created. Help us to celebrate the Blessings of God-
given diversity. 

 
Holy God, we give thanks for the many ways we enjoy the lives You have 
blessed us with. You are our Alpha and Omega, our beginning and our end. We 
love You God, and seek to show this love in all that we are and in all that we 

do.  

 

Help us to follow your son Jesus, who knits us together as siblings in faith, to 
be the church together as we worship, and as we part and go our separate 
ways into our families, our community and the world. Amen. 

 
Now let us say together the prayer that Jesus taught us, using whatever words 
help us to embody its promise. Let us pray: Our Father (Our Father/Mother, 
Our Creator) who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom (kin-dom) 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 



us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom (kin-dom), the power, and the glory forever. Amen 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Hymn #278 
“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord” 
 
CALL TO OFFERING  
 
Supporting the church and the mission of the church is more important than 
ever. You can still send in your weekly offerings to the church via US mail to 38 
Church Drive, Guilford, VT 05301, or consider using our online “offering plate” 
by going to the church’s website and clicking the PayPal donation button on 
the home page. Now let us gather up these offerings as well as the offering of 
our time and talents and dedicate them to continuing the work of our still 
speaking God. 

DOXOLOGY 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

God of new life, out of the abundance of our lives 
we offer these gifts to you. Through your Blessing  
and our willingness to share, 
may these offerings become a source of hope and love 
in this church family, and in the community beyond us, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
(St Martins Presbyterian Church, Christchurch NZ) 
 
CLOSING HYMN: #469 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” recorded February 3, 
2019 



 
 
 



BENEDICTION 
 
We close with words adapted from Luke 22:29-32: 
 
Lord now let your servants depart in peace,  
according to your word; 
for our eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel. 
 
THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291 
 
POSTLUDE: “I Would Be True” by Howard Arnold Walter, Patty Meyer, organ 
 
Please join us for a Zoom coffee hour following the 10:00 livestream. You’ll find 
the link on the church website at guilfordchurch.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HOW TO WATCH GCC SERVICES  

Every Sunday on our website guilfordchurch.org you can find links to our 
service, livestreamed at 10 a.m. and followed by a Zoom coffee hour. You can 
also watch services on BCTV Channel 8 at 8 a.m. on Sunday and at 6:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday. All services are archived at guilfordchurch.org and on the BCTV 
website. Join us Sundays when you can and catch up when you miss!  

To support BCTV, go online to brattleborotv.org and click Donate, or send a 
check payable to BCTV to BCTV, 230 Main Street, Suite 201, Brattleboro, VT 
05301 

Thanks to CNN for use of their YouTube recording of Amanda Gorman, 
1/20/2021 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DbYHy4Amozc 

Presenting the baby Jesus at the temple. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DbYHy4Amozc


Additional Resources: 

Words of Candlemas Eve poem found here: 
http://www.luminarium.org/sevenlit/herrick/candlemas1.htm 
Information about the song: 
http://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hymns_and_Carols/candlemas_
eve_carol.htm#google_vignette 
History of Candlemas 
http://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/History/candlemas.htm 
Information about cross-quarter days: 
https://www.almanac.com/content/quarter-days-and-cross-quarter-days# 

http://www.luminarium.org/sevenlit/herrick/candlemas1.htm
http://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hymns_and_Carols/candlemas_eve_carol.htm#google_vignette
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http://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/History/candlemas.htm
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