April 18, 2021
Third Sunday of Easter
Earth Day Sunday
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“The Earth is what we all have in common.” - Wendell Berry
“You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on the world
around you. What you do makes a difference and you have to decide what kind
of a difference you want to make.”
- Jane Goodall
“Climate change is the single biggest thing that humans have ever done on this
planet. The one thing that needs to be bigger is our movement to stop it.” - Bill
McKibben
“I love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting station through which
God speaks to us every hour, if we will only tune in.” - George Washington
Carver
“If I spend enough time with the tiniest creature—even a caterpillar—I would
never have to prepare a sermon. So full of God is every creature.” - Meister
Eckhart
“We shall awaken from our dullness and rise vigorously toward justice. If we
fall in love with creation deeper and deeper, we will respond to its
endangerment with passion.” - Hildegard of Bingen
ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE: “God of the Sparrow God of the Whale” by Carl F. Shalk; Patty
Meyer, piano
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Good morning and welcome! My name is Elisa Lucozzi and I am pastor to the
beloved community that is Guilford Community Church. We’re so glad you
have joined us this morning for our Earth Day Sunday.
Connie Woodberry – OGHS and Kenya
Worshipping Online
Although we really miss being together in person, we continue to gather online
because we love and care about our congregation and our community, because
we want to maintain physical distancing in a way that helps us to feel
connected but also keeps us all safe. Although it is hard to be physically
distant from one another, we also know that it can’t keep our hearts from
connecting and we know it is indeed the best way of caring for one another
right now. Let us keep creating new ways of being church because we know
that being church has nothing to do with a building and everything to do with
loving each other. Let us gather to be the church in a new way with a welcome
wide enough for all.
So, as we begin today let us acknowledge and honor this land we occupy by
honoring and acknowledging those First Nation people to whom this land
belongs:
We gather here on the bank of the Broad Brook
In the shadow of the great Mount Wantastiquet
In the valley of the rushing Connecticut
to worship and discern together the call of God
to the United Church of Christ for these days,
let us know that we do so on the hunting grounds
and homelands of the Mahican and Penacook people,
as well as the southernmost members of the Abenaki
Tribe.
These people used this land since time immemorial
and are still among us in the present.
We offer them our gratitude and respect,
Our repentance and hope in solidarity with them…
It is a Holy Communion we share of life on earth,
of past and present, of pain and reconciliation,
of mystery and majesty...let us begin.
SILENT MEDITATION and THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES

CALL TO WORSHIP - by Rev. Tracy Howe Wispelwey
The Earth is beautiful, and bright, and kindly, but that is not all. - Ursula K. Le
Guin
God’s presence and power are in every corner of the universe!
Creation [is] God’s presence in creatures. - Wendell Berry
Praise God all creatures of the earth!
All the stones that are around here, each one has a language of its own.
Even the earth has a song. - Wallace Black Elk
Let the stones sing their songs to God!
It is only the infinite mercy and love of God that has prevented us from
tearing ourselves to pieces and destroying God’s entire creation long ago.
-Thomas Merton
God’s mercy and love are unending!
Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength
that will endure as long as life lasts. - Rachel Carson
Let us see and proclaim the beauty of the Living God!
OPENING HYMN: “Ancient Mother” traditional Navajo chant, new words by
Peter Amidon; arr. Robert Gass; GCC Virtual Choir; Rachel Clemente harp

PRAYER OF INVOCATION: Nevaeh Sheldon & Cody Kabami
“Spring” by Linda Pastan
Just as we lose hope
she ambles in,
a late guest
dragging her hem
of wildflowers,
her torn
veil of mist,
of light rain,
blowing
her dandelion
breath
in our ears;
and we forgive her,
turning from
chilly winter
ways,
we throw off
our faithful
sweaters
and open
our arms.
“We Join with the Earth” by Pat Cane
We join with the Earth
and with each other,
to bring new life to the land,
to recreate the human community,
to provide justice and peace,
to remember our children,
to remember who we are. . . .
We join together
as many and diverse expressions
of one loving mystery,
for the healing of the Earth
and the renewal of all Life.
CALL TO CONFESSION
Family of faith let us gather in the spirit of this day and learn from our Mother
Earth that we can always be renewed, and begin again.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy One, we are blessed to live in a land of plentiful natural resources.
We are blessed to have rules of law that protect our human dignity. We
recognize that these blessings are not extended to others, we recognize
that our privilege allows us to exploit others. We recognize that, in this
country and overseas, mining has allowed us to reap the rewards of
natural resources while also harming Your creation and fracturing
communities. We recognize the harm caused by our want for more. Heal
us in our desire for ever more resources; forgive those times when we do
not speak up against injustice, and embolden us to be agents of Your
change in this world. For the building of the kin-dom, Amen
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Behold:
there is a new heaven,
a new earth
and a new city,
where the river of life flows,
where the tree of life bears fruit in every season.
This heaven,
this city,
this river,
this tree
are a vision of Your life
reborn, restored, and renewed.
Thanks be to God!
CHILDREN’S STORY: “North Country Spring” by Reeve Lindberg, illustrated
by Liz Sivertson; Robin Davis with selections from Appalachian Spring by Aaron
Copeland
PRAYER FOR THE CHILDREN
CHILDREN’S HYMN: “All I Really Need” by Raffi; Willow Bennet Ngoma, Nevaeh
Sheldon, Arthur Amidon and Desmond Bode; Mary Alice Amidon banjo, Peter
Amidon piano
READINGS/SCRIPTURE
Genesis 1:1 – 31 Mariam Diallo
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters.

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” So, God made the dome and separated
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw
that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed
in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of
every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God
saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third
day.
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and
years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So, God created the great
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which
the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it
was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening
and there was morning, the fifth day.
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so.
God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every
kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw
that it was good.
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So, God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and

female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.”
God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face
of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for
food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
2 Peter 3:12-13 Finn Breismeister
As you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the
heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven
and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn: #617
“Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”
ANTHEM: “Blue Green Hills of Earth” by Kim Oler, arr. Paul Halley; GCC
Virtual Choir, Zara Bode soloist; Connie Green, flute; Dwayne Johnson, trumpet;
Cheri Ann Brodhurst, trombone; Patty Meyer, piano.

MESSAGE: Resurrecting the Earth
I begin this morning with the words of the prophet Greta. I’m speaking about
Greta Thunberg. By now most of us have seen video or read the words of her
impassioned speech to the UN given during the Climate Summit in 2019, but
in case you haven’t, here’s a short excerpt. These are her concluding words:
“My message is that we'll be watching you!

This is all wrong. I shouldn't be up here. I should be back in school, on the
other side of the ocean. Yet you all come to us young people for hope.
How dare you!”
“You are failing us. But the young people are starting to understand your
betrayal. The eyes of all future generations are upon you. And if you choose to
fail us, I say: We will never forgive you. We will not let you get away with this.
Right here, right now is where we draw the line. The world is waking up. And
change is coming, whether you like it or not.
Thank you.”
I invite you to pray with me - May the words of my mouth and the meditations
of all of our hearts be acceptable in Your sight, loving and gracious God.
Greta Thunberg, like some prophet of old, a Jeremiah, Amos or Hosea, is laying
bear the consequences of our actions and inactions. What will be the results of
our not choosing to love, care for and respect ALL of God’s creation?
This morning’s Gospel, so beautifully read for us by Mariam, tells us the story
of creation, the birth of every living thing, including us.
God goes on for several days creating and separating the skies and the water,
creating every plant, seed, fruit, tree and vegetation. God created the sun to
rule over the day and the moon to rule over the night. God created living
creatures, birds and creatures of the air. God created the great sea monsters
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters
swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. God called forth cattle and
creeping things and wild animals on the earth of every kind. After each thing
was created, after each creation was sculpted, fashioned, formed, it says the
same thing “And God saw that it was good.”
And then in Genesis 1:27, God created humankind in God's image. That’s
right, we weren’t created until almost the last day. Were we an afterthought?
Did God already know that this creation might bring a whole mess of trouble,
or did God create us last, so that everything was prepared for our arrival, so
that we were born into a world where we have every single thing we need to
survive and thrive? Did God hand it to us all on a silver platter? I believe the
answer to that is yes. God gave us everything we needed to thrive and to help
each other thrive. God saw all that God had made, and it was very good!
Here’s the thing – on that sixth day after humankind was created, we were also
given responsibility for everything else created before us. See, there are actually
four Hebrew words used in the two creation stories we have – the one we heard
today and the one that appears in Genesis 2. In the first story we have the
word “radah” which has been translated as “dominion”. However, the word
used in Genesis 2 is “abah”. The closest translation we have of this word is to

“till”, in other words care for and work in conjunction with the land and by
extension all of creation.
So, being given this gift, this incredible gift, how is it that we have fallen so
short of our call to “abah,” to till, care for and work as partners alongside this
amazing planet?
When I think about creation, Mother Nature, that ancient Mother as we heard
her called in our first choral piece, I think about the immense healing the earth
has offered me personally. I think about the fact that none of us could exist
without Mother Earth. She feeds us, all of us, and without her we could not
breathe.
Especially this year, as we are in the midst of watching the trial of the officer
accused of killing George Floyd, I am struck by the connection between the
final words of several Black and Brown women and men, “I can’t breathe”, and
how the earth seems to be calling out with the same cry. I’m struck by how the
trees, literally the earth’s lungs, are burning up, being cut down, how our
planet is at the doors of the ICU and there may not be a respirator available.
We are seeing, perhaps for the first time, how our lack of care, how our abuse
of the resources this planet provides us disproportionally affects communities
of color:
• Poisoned tap water in Flint, Michigan that lasted half a decade.
• Toxic waste dumps in the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
•A town in China where 80% of children have been poisoned by old computer
parts.1
•The millions of migrants forced to flee their homelands, not just because of
violence, but also because climate change has made it impossible for them to
farm, to grow the food they need to live, or to have access to clean drinking
water.
These environmental issues illuminate the dangerous connection between our
greed and the need to have power, and our prejudices and perpetuation of
systemic racism. Xiuhtezcatl (Shoe-Tez-Caht) Martinez, another young
environmental activist, hip hop artist and youth director of Earth Guardians, a
worldwide conservation organization, sums up the situation this way: “The
biggest challenge we face is a shift in human consciousness to not saving the
planet. The planet doesn’t need saving. We do.”
This planet we call home – earth, is also the body of Christ crucified. Its
resurrection depends upon us. It is still possible. We have a Biblical and moral
imperative to care for the earth and all its inhabitants which includes each
other. Our young prophets have called us to accountability and responsibility.
1

These three examples are taken from the article What Is Environmental Racism?

They have heralded a new day, which will take all of us to birth. None of us can
do all of it, everything we need to do to save this planet, but we can all do
something. We can all do better.
During our Lenten season, many of worked on the creation of a collective art
project, and I am committed to using something from the art piece every week
through the Easter season. This little prayer caught my eye, which has its
origins somewhere with the Girl and Boy Scouts organizations. It feels like an
apt and fitting prayer for today.
“God has created a New Day,
Silver and green and gold
Live that the sunset may find us
Worthy God’s gifts to hold”
Holy God, may we heed the words of Your holy prophets You have brought
among us today. May we learn to love all of Your creation as ourselves for the
thriving of all, but especially for the children. Amen.
PASTORAL PRAYER: A Sioux Prayer from Chief Yellow Lark (1887)
Oh Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds,
whose breath gives life to the world, hear me.
I come to You as one of your many children.
I am small and weak. I need Your strength and wisdom.
May I walk in beauty.
Make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset.
Make my hands respect the things You have made, and my ears sharp to Your
voice.
Make me wise, so that I may know the things You have taught Your children,
the lessons You have written in every leaf and rock.
Make me strong,
not to be superior to my brothers, but to fight my greatest enemy: myself.
Make me ever ready to come to You with straight eyes,
so that when life fades as the fading sunset,
may my spirit come to You without shame.
HYMN: #54 “For the Beauty of the Earth” words Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1864,
music Conrad Kocher; Robin & Andy Davis, Mary Alice & Peter Amidon,
Patty Meyer, piano

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Isaac Freitas-Egan and Julianne Egan
Introduction to Prayers of the People
Today in honor of Earth Day, you are also welcome to pray either the
traditional Lord’s Prayer or the one from the New Zealand Book of Prayer.
This is the time in our service where I invite your prayers – prayers of concern
or sorrow, prayers of celebration and joy. If you have something or someone
you would like our gathering to pray for, you can type it into the comments
section that accompanies this live feed.

Prayers of the People
From Creation Justice Ministries,
https://www.uua.org/worship/words/complete-service/earth-day-worshipservice
Loving God, who called creation into being, hear our prayers as we lift up our
Mother Earth who is crying out for healing.
For those who are suffering from environmental injustice... Lord, hear our
prayer.
For those who do not have access to clean water… Lord, hear our prayer.
For those who suffer health impacts from air pollution… Lord, hear our
prayer.
For the environmental racism that endangers and harms Black, Indigenous
and all People of Color... Lord, hear our prayer.
For our oceans that are overwhelmed by plastic pollution… Lord, hear our
prayer.
For young people and future generations facing the fear of climate
catastrophe… Lord, hear our prayer.
To bring new life to the land. To restore the waters. To refresh the air.
We join with the earth and with each other.
To renew the forests. To care for the plants. To protect the creatures.
We join with the earth and with each other.
To celebrate the seas. To rejoice in the sunlight. To sing the song of the stars.
We join with the earth and with each other.
To recall our destiny. To renew our spirits. To reinvigorate our bodies.
We join with the earth and with each other.
To recreate the human community. To promote justice and peace. To
remember our children.
We join with the earth and with each other.
May we join together as many and diverse expressions of one loving mystery:
for the healing of the earth and the renewal of all life. Lord hear our prayer.
Now let us say together the prayer that Jesus taught us using whatever words
help us to embody its promise. May we bring about one small glimpse of the
(kingdom) of God, a kin-dom where all are well, all are fed and free, where all
are whole, where all know love, where all are beloved.

Let us pray: Our Father, (Our Father/Mother, Our Creator) who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom (kin-dom) come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespasses against us and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom (kin-dom) and the
power and the glory now and forever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer from the NEW ZEALAND PRAYER BOOK
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-Maker,
Pain-bearer,
Life-giver, source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all.
Loving God, in whom is heaven.
The hallowing of Your name echoes through the universe!
The way of Your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom, sustain our hope and come on
earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For You reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Hymn #278 “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord” GCC
Virtual Choir
THE OFFERTORY
We are surrounded by Earth’s gifts of beauty, diversity, and power. We are
called to be stewards and caretakers of our amazing and fragile pale blue dot.
Let us offer back our gifts of money, skills, and service to our ongoing shared
work with our Creator.
Call to Offer Our Gifts
Supporting the church and the mission of the church is more important than
ever. You can still send in your weekly offerings to the church via US mail 38
Church Dr. Guilford, VT 05301 or consider using our online "offering plate"
by going to the church’s website and clicking the PayPal donation button on
the home page. So now let us gather up all these offerings, as well as the
offering of our time and talents, and dedicate them to showing forth God’s love
and justice to the world.
DOXOLOGY: Katharine, Breunig, piano
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Every part of nature is connected. Every gift we receive comes from You. Every
moment of time is pregnant with new creation. We return this offering to You in
wonder and gratitude. Amen.
CLOSING ANTHEM: “Blue Boat Home” words by Peter Mayer, traditional
Welsh melody; arr. Peter Amidon; men of the GCC Virtual Choir, Peter Amidon
piano
Though below me, I feel no motion, standing on these mountains and plains
Far away from the rolling ocean, still my dry land heart can say
I’ve been sailing all my life now, never harbor or port have I known
The wide universe is the ocean I travel, and the earth is my blue boat home
Sun, my sail and moon, my rudder, as I ply the starry sea
Leaning over the edge in wonder, casting questions into the deep
Drifting here with my ship’s companions, all we kindred pilgrim souls
Making our way by the lights of the heavens, in our beautiful blue boat home
I give thanks to the waves upholding me, hail the great winds urging me on
Greet the infinite sea before me, sing the sky my sailor s song
I was born upon the fathoms, never harbor or port have I known
The wide universe is the ocean I travel, and the earth is my blue boat home
COMMISSION & BENEDICTION
May we always walk gently upon the Earth,
in right relationship,
nurtured by Your love,
open to the wind of the Spirit,
taking only what we need,
always open to the needs of others,
making choices that bring wellbeing,
living with generosity,
striving for justice,
honoring all with reverence,
reconciling and peacemaking,
mindful of those who will come after,
recognizing our proper place as part of Your creation.
Grant us the strength and courage, Lord,
for such a radical transformation into your Kin-dom.
Amen.
THREEFOLD AMEN: Hymn #291
POSTLUDE: “All Things Bright and Beautiful” by Cecil F. Alexander, Patty
Meyer, piano

For Further Prayer and Reflection:
Our House is On Fire by Emma’s Revolution
I Am Greta
The story of teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg is told through
compelling, never-before-seen footage in this intimate documentary from
Swedish director Nathan Grossman. Starting with her one-person school strike
for climate action outside the Swedish Parliament, Grossman follows Greta—a
shy student with Asperger’s—in her rise to prominence and her galvanizing
global impact as she sparks school strikes around the world. The film
culminates with her extraordinary wind-powered voyage across the Atlantic
Ocean to speak at the UN Climate Action Summit in New York City.
The Disarming Case to Act Right Now on Climate Change – a TED talk by
Greta Thunburg
YOUTH ACTIVISTS RISING: 8 QUESTIONS WITH CLIMATE ACTIVIST, HIP
HOP ARTIST AND AUTHOR, XIUHTEZCATL MARTINEZ
What is Environmental Racism?
Rooting Out Structural Racism in American Agriculture
Vermont Interfaith Power & Light was pleased to host a panel discussion on
embedded racism in the law, originally offered in a live stream broadcast by
Vermont Law School on September 3, 2020. The panel featured Monica
Armster Rainge, Stephen Carpenter, Sherri White-Williamson, and is
moderated by Emily Spiegel.
Vermont Interfaith Power & Light
40 Unexpected Ways You Can Help the Environment Right Now
The Spirituality of Gardening

