Again & Again, We Find Ourselves Here - For our Good Friday service we will join with other
congregations across New England. This service based on a traditional Seven Last Words service
for Good Friday will place the traditional scripture texts of Jesus’ final words from the cross in
conversation with those of seven black Americans killed by law enforcement. This service will
be an adaptation of the multi-movement work “Seven Last Words of the Unarmed” by Atlanta
composer Joel Thompson. Thompson was inspired by Iranian-American artist Shirin Barghi’s
#lastwords project, and drew from more than a dozen of Barghi’s illustrations containing the
dying words of unarmed black men shot and killed by police or other authority figures.
Thompson then chose seven statements that aligned most closely with the classical structure of
Joseph Haydn’s “Seven Last Words of Christ on the Cross.” This service will premiere on
Guilford Church’s YouTube at noon and will also be broadcast to BCTV at the same time.
Crucifixion and Black Death: A Seven Last Words Service of Lament
Created by the Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ
So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the
Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Simon Peter, who
had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest's slave and cut off his right ear. The slave's name was
Malchus. jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath."
- John 18:3-10

Our worship for this Good Friday is centered around the seven last words of Christ and will
place the traditional scripture texts of Jesus’ final words from the cross in conversation with
those of seven black Americans killed by police or others acting as legal authorities.
In this last year, so filled with grief and suffering, as we watched the COVID virus ravage our
communities and indeed the world, there was another virus, an epidemic here in our country. It

seems that this epidemic is just now coming to light although it has been rampant for
generations. I’m talking about racism. Our worship service today, gives us the opportunity to
witness, hold and lament the pain of this epidemic together as one family of faith.
This service is an adaptation of a multi-movement passion piece by Atlanta-based composer Joel
Thompson originally performed 2015 by the Men’s Glee Club at the University of Michigan.
Thompson was inspired to write the piece by the artist work of Iranian-American artist Shirin
Barghi’s called the #lastwords project. Barghi’s illustrations contained the dying words of
unarmed black men shot and killed by police or other authority figures paired with a symbolic,
simple lines drawing.
Our worship leaders today have substituted some of the quotes from Thompson’s original work
with the words of women and people who have died since the work premiered in 2015.
As we begin our time together, I wish to share a poem entitled “Here” by Rev. Sarah Are. This
poem is a part of Guilford’s worship series Again & again, A Lenten Refrain.
HERE
There are places that our bodies know—
The curve of the couch, the creak of the porch swing, The number of steps to our love’s front
door.
There are places that our bodies know,
And then there are places our souls know—
Waiting rooms and sanctuaries,
Nurseries and bedrooms,
Open roads and dinner tables.
These are the travel routes,
The many destinations of a well-lived soul.
And while my soul would always prefer To stay in the sun, living on the
Front porch swings where life is easy,
From time to time,
We all find ourselves at grief’s front door,
In love’s waiting room,
Or on the long and treacherous road to justice’s house.
So when you do,
Remember:
Your body can be in a familiar space
While your soul can feel a long way from home.

Go easy on her.
She is traveling.
Being here has never been easy. – Rev. Sarah Are
My friends – again and again we find ourselves here. Let us hold fast to one another as we once
again bear witness to these seven last words then and now. Let us hold fast to one another as our
hearts break, may they also break open so as Mother Teresa says – “so that the whole world can
fall in.”
Words
The service consists of seven short messages. The themes are:
1) Jesus speaks to the Creator God
Luke 23:34
Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”
“I love you, too.” Sean Bell, 23.
2) Jesus speaks to the others being crucified
Luke 23:43
He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
“Momma! Momma! My knee. My neck. I’m through.” George Floyd, 46.
3) Jesus speaks to Mary and the Beloved Disciple
John 19:26-27
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”
“Mom, I’m going to college.” – Amadou Diallo, 23
4) Jesus Cries Out to Creator God
Matthew 27:46 (also Mark 15:34)
And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
5) Jesus is Thirsty
John 19:28
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I
am thirsty.”
“I can’t breath. I can’t breathe. I can’t breathe. I can’t breathe. I can’t breathe.” Byron Williams,
50.
6) It is Finished

John 19:30
When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up
his spirit.
“How did switching lanes with no signal turn into all of this,” Sandra Bland, 28
7) Jesus’ Last Words
Luke 23:46
Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”
Having said this, he breathed his last.
“I can’t breathe.” – Eric Garner, 43
Music
“Strange Fruit”
By: Abel Meeropol, aka Allan Lewis, copyright 1939. Published by Music Sales Corp.
"Were You There?”
African-American Spiritual, Public Domain
“When Jesus Wept”
Public Domain
“What Wondrous Love is This?”
Public Domain
"Jesus Remember Me"
Jaques Berthier, © 1981, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., Text: © 1981, Les
Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc. This piece was used multiple times throughout the
service. A version of it comes before each 7-minute sermon and can be seen in the full video.
For Further Prayer and Reflection:

Moved and inspired by these two photographs and after the grand jury in the Eric Garner murder
declined to indict the officer responsible for his death, I wrote this piece as part of a sermon
entitled “Expecting” delivered to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of St. Johnsbury on
December 14, 2014.
“As I reflect on the events of this past few weeks, I can’t help but think of Mary. I wonder what
she might have felt if in that moment of holding her newborn son she also knew that he would be
killed at the hands of the Empire, that hatred, fear and violence would leave her a grieving

mother. I think of Mary experiencing that moment of horror as she watched her son hands up and
outstretched, suffocating – Jesus can’t breathe.” Written 12/14/2014
#lastwords project by Shirin Barghi
The #LastWords series was started in 2014 to capture the #LastWords of Black victims of police
violence, and a reminder of the devastating toll that American racism, and state violence takes on
black families & communities.
Seven Last Words of the Unarmed
Video of the entire piece performed the University of Michigan’s Men’s Glee Club
https://sevenlastwords.org/
Additional information and resources about Thompson’s powerful work.

