
May 30, 2021 
Trinity Sunday Union Service 

 

 
“Trinity” by Kelly Latimore - a new interpretation of a well-known icon by Andrei Rublev 

 

 
“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each 
other.” - Mother Teresa 

 
“Never forget that justice is what love looks like in public.” - Cornel West 
 
“Perhaps that's what all human relationships boil down to: Would you save my 
life? Or would you take it?” - Toni Morrison 

 
“God's nature is love, because God is a relationship.” - Mike Donehey  

 
“I didn't need to understand the hypostatic unity of the Trinity; I just needed to 
turn my life over to whoever came up with redwood trees.” - Anne Lamott 

 
“If the mystery of the Trinity is the template of all reality, what we have in the 
Trinitarian God is the perfect balance between union and differentiation, 
autonomy and mutuality, identity and community.” - Richard Rohr 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
PRELUDE: “Be Thou My Vision” Irish Tune arranged by Vicki Hancock Wright; 
Patty Meyer, piano 

 
GREETINGS 

Good morning and welcome! My name is Elisa Lucozzi and I am pastor to the 
beloved community that is Guilford Community Church. We’re so glad you 
have joined us this morning for our first union service of the summer. I’d like 
to extend a very special welcome to the members and friends of First 
Congregational Church of West Brattleboro, Centre Congregational Church in 
Brattleboro, the Dummerston Congregational Church and the West Dover 
Congregational Church. Today we will be celebrating Trinity Sunday. We’ll be 
talking about the equation that makes math teachers crazy – 1+1+1 = 1! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

I hope you all will join us for coffee hour immediately following worship. Our 
special guest this morning, Shari from the Women’s Freedom Center, will be 
joining us. You can find the link to coffee hour on the home page of GCC’s 
website. 

Next Sunday, Guilford Community Church will kick off Pride Month with a 
celebration of our Open and Affirming status, and on June 13th we will be 
celebrating our graduates.  

And now just a word about worshipping online: 

Even though many of us are now vaccinated or have at least had our first shot, 
we continue to gather online because we love and care about our congregation 
and our community and want to move forward slowly, in a way that is best for 
our congregation and that keeps everyone as safe as possible. We have also 
enjoyed welcoming guests, friends and members from other parts of the state, 
country, even other parts of the world, due to this new technology that has 
changed our lives so much, and we want to keep being able to have our arms 
open wide. If we have learned nothing else over this past 14 months, it is that 
even if we can’t yet be together in person, we know that it can’t keep our hearts 
from connecting. We also know that the Re-Launch Task Force is working hard 
to create a safe outdoor worship space for us to use this summer, which will 
include the continuation of an online option. So, let us keep creating new ways 
of being church because we know that being church, has nothing to do with a 
building and everything to do with loving each other. Let us gather to be the 
church in a new way, with a welcome wide enough for all.  



WELCOME: adapted from “Shaping Sanctuary” by Gordon Brown 

 
So welcome: No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here. 
  
If you are old or young, a noisy wiggly baby or a child of any age. 
If you have brown skin, black skin, white skin, people of all colors, cultures 
and abilities, you are welcome. 
If you are married or single, gay, straight or bisexual. 
If you are female, male, transgender or genderqueer. 
If you are sick or well. 
If you are happy or sad. 
If you are rich or poor. 
If you are a refugee or a citizen. 
If you claim this religious tradition, or another or none at all. 
If you believe in God some of the time or none of the time or all of the time, you 
are welcome.  
Come with your gifts, your pain, your hope, your fears. 
Come with the traditions that have helped you and hurt you. 
Come with your experiences that have made you and broken you. 
Come with a mind, ready to engage, and a heart, open to discern.  
Come and listen for the Holy Spirit that calls you to love your neighbor. 
Wholeheartedly seek justice, create peace and practice compassion. 
You are welcome here!  
 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES AND SILENT MEDITATION 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP by Roddy Hamilton 
 
Let us shape a space for The Three: 
the Spirit as breath of life, 
 

the Bread as food of heaven, 
 
the Love in relationship. 
 
Let us shape a space that tangles all three through our life and our worship 
held in relationship and met here. 
 
Let us shape a space for the many faces of God 

woven together and revealed in each of us. 
 
On this Trinity Sunday, let us shape a space to be found together 
in worship. Though we are many, this day, let us draw together as one body of 
Christ. Amen. 

INTROIT: “Turn Your Radio On” by John Hartford; Members of UCC Choirs from 
Greater Brattleboro Area; Fred Breunig, soloist 

https://lgbtqexperiment.com/2019/05/06/whats-the-difference-between-genderqueer-and-gender-non-conforming/


 
Come and listen in to a radio station 

Where the mighty host of heaven sing 

Turn your radio on (Turn your radio on) 

Turn your radio on (Turn your radio on) 

If you want to hear the songs of Zion 

Coming from the land of endless spring 

Get in touch with God 

Turn your radio on (Turn your radio on) 

Turn your radio on (Turn your radio on) 

And listen to the music in the air 

Turn your radio on (Turn your radio on) 

And glory to share 

Turn your lights down low 

And listen to the Master's radio 

Get in touch with God 

Turn your radio on 

Brother listen in to the gloryland chorus 

Listen to the glad hosannahs roll 

Turn Your radio on turn your radio on 

Get a little taste of joys awaiting 

Get a little heaven in your soul 

Get in touch with God 

Turn your radio on 

Turn your radio on (Turn your radio on) 

And listen to the music in the air 

Turn your radio on (Turn your radio on) 

And glory to share 

Turn your lights down low 

And listen to the Master's radio 

Get in touch with God 

Turn your radio on 

 

Listen to the songs of the fathers and the mothers 

And the many friends gone on before 

Turn your radio on turn turn your radio on 

Some eternal morning we shall meet them 

Over on the hallelujah shore 

Get in touch with God 

Turn your radio on 

 

Turn your radio on (Turn your radio on) 

And listen to the music in the air 

Turn your radio on (Turn your radio on) 

And glory to share 

Turn your lights down low 



And listen to the Master's radio 

Get in touch with God 

Turn your radio on 

Get in touch with God 

Turn your radio on 

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION by the Rev. Dr. Bertrice Wood 

 
One: O God of Mystery, 
within Your very self You model the beloved community. 
You are the Wisdom within our hearts, 
the Word who dwells among us, 
the Spirit who calls us beyond ourselves. 
Let us know Your presence here today 

that we might celebrate Your love 
and our connection to one another in a new way with a renewed sense of 
hope. Amen.  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Family of Faith, so often we forget, as Mother Teresa put it, that “we belong to 
each other” and so we fall short of enacting the love that Jesus modeled for us. 
In the comfort and company of our siblings in Christ, let us take this moment 
to reflect on the ways in which we are broken, and seek wholeness and healing. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Holy One, we acknowledge that too often we try to live not acknowledging the 
mystery of Your Being. Even though You have shown us Your truth, 
we allow ourselves to rest in our own uncertainties. We find ourselves unable 
or unwilling to embrace the love through which You sent Christ to live among 
us. We take for granted the grandeur of You as Creator, 
of Christ as Redeemer, and of the Holy Spirit as ever-present sustainer. 
We do not live out the beloved community You desire for all. 
Forgive us, we pray, and help us to give testimony to Your love. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
We trust in these promises: that the Triune God, in each of its persons, 
promises us newness of life, a gift of new birth. The Divine Trinity invites us to 
testify to its Being as the foundation for reconciliation for all of God’s people 
and for Creation. In these truths we trust and give thanks. Thanks be to God! 
 
 

CHILDREN’S STORY: “I Am Enough” by Grace Byers and Keturah Bobo; read by 
Sue Owings 
 



PRAYER FOR THE CHILDREN  
CHILDREN’S HYMN: “Take, Oh Take Me As I Am” by John L. Bell; Verses by 
Gabe Huck; Adapted by Patty Meyer; Members of UCC Choirs from Greater 
Brattleboro Area 
 
Refrain: 
Take, oh take me as I am. 
Summon out what I shall be. 
Set Your seal upon my heart, and live in me. 
 
Verse 1 
Clay and breath of God are we. Eden’s garden round that tree. 
Eve and Adam, you and me, but You oh Lord… 
 
Verse 2 
Strangers all by love dispersed. God, our Mother quench our thirst. 
Thus is justice here rehearsed, but you, oh Lord… 
 
Verse 3 
Strong and weak be here at home. Bold and shy here laugh, here groan. 
Gospel weighs too much alone, but You, oh Lord… 

READINGS: Jan Dreschler 

“Between the Fires” by Rabbi Arthur Waskow  

We are the generation that stands between the fires: behind us the flame and 
smoke that rose from Auschwitz and from Hiroshima; before us the nightmare 
of a Flood of Fire, the flame and smoke that consume all Earth. It is our task to 
make from fire not an all-consuming blaze, but the light in which we see each 
other fully. All of us different, all of us bearing One Spark. We light these fires 
to see more clearly that the Earth and all who live as part of it are not for 
burning. We light these fires to see more clearly the rainbow in our many-
colored faces. Blessed is the One within the many. Blessed are the many who 
make one.  

Romans 12:9-16, 21 

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to 
one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in 
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people 
who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those 
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one 



another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low 
position.[c] Do not be conceited. 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn: #617    
 “Write These Words in Our Hearts ...”  
 

MESSAGE: “All for One and One for All” 

 
Things that come in threes: 
Primary colors 
Three-piece suits 
Bones in the human ear 
Trimesters of pregnancy 
Three Little Pigs 
Three French Hens 
3D movies 
Three legged races 
Rock, paper, scissors 
Bad luck 
Hear no evil, speak no evil, see no evil 
 
There are lots of sayings and notions about things that come in threes, like: 
Two’s company, three’s a crowd. 
 

Life is the first gift, love is the second, and understanding the third. - Marge 

Piercy 
 

Three things cannot long be hidden: the sun, the moon, and the truth. - 

Confucius or Buddha 
 

The three most important virtues are humility, humility, and humility. - 
Bernard of Clairvaux 
 
To succeed in life, you need three things: a wishbone, a backbone and a funny 
bone. - Reba McEntire 

I invite you to pray with me. May the words of my mouth and the 
meditations of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, loving and 
gracious God. Amen. 

Today we celebrate Trinity Sunday. The Trinity is not something you find in the 
Bible exactly. The doctrine of the Trinity came forth from reflection on the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28262c
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/531030?ref=three


Scripture and what it revealed to us about the relationship between God, Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit.  

For His earliest followers, encountering Jesus was somehow encountering God 
directly, and at the same time, Jesus spoke of God as both distinct from Him, 
when He prayed to God, or spoke of God as the One who sent Him and yet was 
nevertheless “one” with Him. Likewise, early disciples experienced encounters 
with the Spirit as encounters with God directly, and at the same time, Jesus 
spoke of the Spirit as a guiding, challenging presence distinct both from Him, 
and from the One to whom He prayed. The idea of the Trinity casts a vision of 
God as deeply, irreducibly relational: the one God is constituted by three 
ongoing relationships.  

One of the “texts” in your bulletin this morning is a modern image of the Trinity 
created by iconographer Kelly Latimore. It is based on what is arguably the 
most famous depiction of the Trinity by Andrei Rublev. Kelly’s version of the 
Trinity focuses on inclusion, our own uniqueness but also deep connection. 
Note that in Kelly’s version, the three entities are holding hands. On the table 
the rainbow tablecloth is yet another metaphor, symbolizing that at the table of 
the Trinity all people are welcome. Instead of the Eucharist, as in Rublev’s 
version, there are grapes and wheat, symbolizing the work that is still to be 
done. 

The readings I selected for our service are not the prescribed lectionary 
readings for today, however one text often assigned to Trinity Sunday is 
Genesis 1, you know, “In the beginning God created...” If, as it says in Genesis, 
we are created, created in the imago Dei, the image of God, then we too must be 
fundamentally relational, formed by our relationships with God and one 
another.  

The first, the doctrine of the Trinity, insists that God is “up there, down here, 
and everywhere,” amidst the pandemic crisis we’ve been walking through these 
last 14 months, even in the shadows of grief and violence, calling all of us 
toward justice and love. And second, the doctrine of the Trinity reminds us all 
that relationships, even and especially relationships across differences, aren’t 
just something we “do”. Relationships are who we are. If our relationships, 
person-to- person, and also community-to-community and group-to-group are 
healthy, then we’re healthy. If they’re not, then we’re sick, and require healing 
and restoration. This is important to understand and to proclaim in an era too 
often dominated by individualism, isolation, loneliness, and division. Actually, 
this is a notion that is wholly radical and revolutionary. 

I find it a lovely coincidence that we are gathered today across our various 
congregations for a Union Service to celebrate the notion of oneness, even 
though we are five distinct congregations, each with our own character, 
strengths and challenges. I find it so vitally important to talk about our 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_(Andrei_Rublev)


relationship to each other, but especially our relationship as one body of Christ 
to our community and to the world. 

We live in a world that struggles to see beyond the “one”, a societal system that 
is based on “the survival of the fittest”, a system and institutions based on 
foundations imbued with racism, classism, heterosexism, ablism… you can 
name the rest. We live in a world firmly planted in dichotomies, opposing 
opposites: black/white, rich/poor, queer/straight, female/male…again you can 
add your own to this list. And so, the idea of three disrupts our navel gazing 
and breaks us from the dualisms that pit us one against the other.  

This morning, I’d like to invite you to join me in a reflection on another trinity, 
a trinity of people whose lives have something to teach us about ourselves and 
our relationships with one another, about our accountability to one another. 

This past week, we remembered the one-year anniversary of the murder of 
George Floyd, who among other things was a father. He was known to loved 
ones as "Big Floyd" and was the father to a now seven-year-old daughter 
named Gianna, who lives in Houston with her mother, Roxie Washington. 
Gianna, still too young to truly understand much about her father’s death, 
proudly exclaimed, “Daddy changed the world.”  
 
Mr. Floyd was sadly not the only person of color we lost last year at the hands 
of those who have sworn to protect and serve. Only two days later, Tony 
McDade, a 38-year-old Black trans man, was shot by an unnamed police officer 
in Tallahassee, Florida, making him at least the 12th American trans person to 
be killed in 2020, according to the Human Rights Campaign. Tony’s story 
didn’t get the same kind of media attention because of his gender identity, 
because he struggled with many challenges in life.  
 
Ashlee Marie Preston, a friend of Tony’s, recalled his last months of life. “In less 
than a week of being released from prison, Tony had been robbed, survived a 
car crash, had his heart broken by the woman he thought loved him, and was 
violently attacked by 5 men as bystanders cheered on while live streaming his 
beating on social media. All of this before being gunned down by police. Tony 
deserved better than that, and he most certainly doesn’t deserve our judgement 
in death.”1 Tony was misgendered by media, as often happens to those who 
identify as trans. So, I wish to name him and claim him as a son and brother 
of our global queer family.  

And earlier last year there was Breonna Taylor a 26-year-old from Louisville, 
KY, who was shot and killed in her home as police executed a no-knock 
warrant in the middle of the night. “Bre” as she was known to friends and 
family, had worked as a first responder/EMT, which of course could be 

 
1 https://www.instagram.com/p/CAyr3cfp_Aw/?utm_source=ig_embed 



grueling in and of itself even before the Corona virus hit. Her life’s work was 
about being an advocate, about helping others. Those who knew her said that 
despite the intensity of the work, she welcomed the opportunity “to give back 
and to make a difference in someone's life.”2 

A father, a son and an advocate, a trinity whose lives reveal to us the depth of 
our connections, not just to family and those we know, but even to those we 
claim to be strangers, or so much different from us.  

So, if at the very heart of who we are, we are all about relationship, how are we 
then called to live and respond when those we are in relationship with are 
hurting? How are we called to amplify their voices when they are crying out for 
justice, or when they are celebrating their own resiliency? 

As the saying goes, “Life imitates art.” Here’s an instance where I truly hope life 
does imitate the art I’ve shared with you this morning. Imagine a world where 
those who are most marginalized are instead seated at the head of the table, 
where we unite across differences to do the work of bringing about God’s 
justice in the world, each of us bringing our own unique experiences and gifts 
as one unified and empowered Body of Christ. May we live into that message of 
the Trinity. In the name of the Creator, the Christ and the Spirit of Love. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER: Rev. M Barclay,  

 
Individualism is destructive. 
Send greed and selfishness away. 
That learned refusal to acknowledge 
your own need for help – 
let it be gone as well. 
 
When possible, 
counter all impulses towards privatized survival 
with acts of love – collective and expansive – 
with caring for others and accepting care. 
 
Remember we need each other. 
Remember the needs of your neighbors (literal and metaphorical). 
Remember the vulnerable. 
Remember, we are in this together, even when we don’t act like it. 
 
People depend on your choices – 
you depend on the choices of others. 

 
2 https://www.npr.org/2020/06/04/869930040/as-the-nation-chants-her-name-breonna-taylors-family-grieves-a- 
life-robbed  

 



This, a Sacred and terrible truth woven into our flesh. 
 
So, let this time be an opening 
to all the sources of connection we have lost in this era of 
pushing-down, 
pushing-through, 
pushing-away, 
and pushing-the-pace. 
 
Let all that is soft, all that is slow, all that is gentle, 
all that is kind, all that is careful, 
be welcome home in each of us. 
We have such creative, powerful, generous and brave capacities within us. 
We can choose to do things differently. 
 

HYMN: “In Christ There is No East or West” American Hymn Tune; Words by 
John Oxenham; Members of UCC Choirs from Greater Brattleboro Area 
 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
in him no south or north,  
but one great fellowship of love 
throughout the whole wide earth. 

2 In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 
their high Communion find. 
His service is the golden cord 
close binding humankind. 

3 Join hands, then, people of the faith, 
whate’er your race may be. 
All children of the living God 
are surely kin to me. 

4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
in Him meet south and north. 
All Christly souls are joined as one 
throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS: A Minute for Social Justice Shari from Women’s 
Freedom Center 
 
It gives me great pleasure to initiate a new series for us at GCC and to include 
all of our friends from local churches in it as well. Today we will be beginning 
Loving Our Neighbors: A Minute for Social Justice – a once a month addition to 
our worship service that will highlight a community organization doing social 



justice work that perhaps we are already connected to, or some action we can 
take to support local or statewide organizations. This morning’s guest is Shari 
from the Women’s Freedom Center. 
 
Due to the nature of her work and for her own safety, you will not be seeing 
Shari’s face during this presentation, but I hope you will listen with your hearts 
to this advocate, one who comes to help, support and lend courage as she 
shares with us a little about her work and the work of the Women’s Freedom 
Center.  
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Carolyn and Lee Moore 
 
This is the time in our service where I invite your prayers: prayers of concern or 
sorrow, prayers of celebration and joy. If you have something or someone you 
would like our gathering to pray for, you can type it into the comments section 
that accompanies this live feed.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE by Kelsey Wallace 
 
When so much of our world is groaning with injustice and destruction, we are 
invited to turn to God and one another. We are not meant to carry the struggles 
of the world alone. And so, in a spirit of collective embrace, may we share 
together in prayer for all that troubles our hearts. 
 
For all of the bodies in suffering – deprived of resources, withheld from care, or 
made into targets of violence. 
 
God, hear our prayers. 
 
For all whose spirits are in despair – those who are facing loss or grief, those 
who are isolated, or those struggling to accept their own worth. 
 
God, hear our prayers. 
 
For all of the ways power is wielded over communities and individuals – for 
those living under oppressive forces, for the temptation towards complicity with 
injustice, and for the ways the church sometimes uses you, O God, as a 
weapon rather than a tool for healing and liberation. 
 
God, hear our prayers. 
 
Just as we are not meant to shoulder the world’s pain alone, we are equally 
invited to delight with one another in the joy that sustains us. 
 
For the beauty that grows around us. 
 
God, we give You thanks! 



 
For the gifts of shared meals and community and relationships that transform 
and sustain us. 
 
God, we give You thanks! 
 
For art and music and stories and truths that foster love and connection. 
 
God, we give You thanks! 
 
For every source of courage in the face of all that makes us afraid. 
 
God, we give You thanks! 
 
For Your presence within and around us, in our highs and lows, our hope and 
our despair, God, we give You thanks. Hear our prayers and deepen our 
willingness to show up with and for one another, sharing in each other’s 
burdens and working for one another’s protection and care.  
 
Now let us say together the prayer that Jesus taught us using whatever words 
help us to embody its promise. May we bring about one small glimpse of the 
kin-dom/kingdom of God, a kin-dom where all are well, all are fed and 
free, where all are whole, where all know love, where all are beloved. 
 
Let us pray: Our Father, (Our Father/Mother, Our Creator) who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom (kin-dom) come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespasses against us and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom (kin-dom) and the 
power and the glory now and forever. Amen.  
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Hymn #278 “Hear our Prayer, Oh Lord” GCC 
Virtual Choir 
 

HYMN: “Blessed Assurance” Music by Phoebe P. Knapp; Lyrics by Fanny 
Crosby; Members of UCC Choirs from Greater Brattleboro Area 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood 

Chorus: 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 



Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels, descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

 

OFFERTORY 
 
CALL TO OFFERING by the Rev. Dr. Bertrice Wood 

 
God is the Giver of life, Christ is the Gift sent to share our life, 
and the Holy Spirit the power that enables us to continue 
in generosity, justice and joy. Let us open our hearts and our lives to God and 
to one another. 
 
Supporting the church and the mission of the church is more important than 
ever. You can still send in your weekly offerings to the church via US mail 38 

Church Dr.  Guilford, VT 05301 or consider using our online "offering plate" 
by going to the church’s website and clicking the PayPal donation button on 
the home page. So now let us gather up all these offerings as well as the 
offering of our time and talents and dedicate them to continuing the work of 
bringing about God’s justice in the world. 
 

DOXOLOGY: Katharine Breunig, piano 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

We give thanks, O God, for all that You have given us. Pour out Your blessing 
on these tithes and offerings, that they might be a source of blessing in our 
church, in our community, and in our world. Through this act of sharing, may 
we counter fear with hope and transform scarcity through generosity. We offer 
this prayer in the name of the Creator, the Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

CLOSING ANTHEM: “The Storm is Passing Over” by Charles Albert Tindley; 
Arranged by Barbara Baker; Members of UCC Choirs from Greater Brattleboro 
Area 

Courage, my soul, and let us journey on, 
Tho’ the night is dark it won’t be very long. 
Thanks be to God, the morning light appears, 
And the storm is passing over, Hallelujah! 



Refrain: 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
The storm is passing over, 
Hallelujah! 

 

COMMISSION & BENEDICTION by Rev. Nora Vedress & Thom Shuman 
 
So now we leave this space of worship 
and while so much of the road ahead is uncertain, 
the path constantly changing, 
we know some things that are as solid and sure 
as the ground beneath our feet, 
and the sky above our heads. 
 
God, who created you in the divine image, sends you forth: 
we go, to reflect the presence of our Creator to everyone we meet. 
 
Jesus, who has redeemed you, has established the reign of God in our midst: 
we go, to bring healing to the broken of the world. 
 
The Holy Spirit, who calls you to be God's people, goes with you to many 
places: We go, to tear down the walls that divide us, 
and to build lives of hope for all of God's children. 
 
We know God is love. 
We know Christ’s light endures. 

We know the Holy Spirit is there, 
found in the space between all things, 
closer to us than our next breath, 
binding us to each other, 
until we meet again. 
 
Go in peace. 
 

THREEFOLD AMEN 
 
POSTLUDE: “Short Postlude in E-flat” by Stewart Landon; Patty Meyer, organ 
 

FOR FURTHER PRAYER AND REFLECTION: 
 
Memorial events, marches and White House meeting mark one year since 
George Floyd's death 
 
The Cross and the Lynching Tree: A requiem for Armaud Arbery 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/25/us/george-floyd-death-anniversary/index.html?fbclid=IwAR3YTRH--7Hz7c8KvbpNZtVFGt8z4NXbDjsrMniw0SHyS2pWMO7U9bpkGSE
https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/25/us/george-floyd-death-anniversary/index.html?fbclid=IwAR3YTRH--7Hz7c8KvbpNZtVFGt8z4NXbDjsrMniw0SHyS2pWMO7U9bpkGSE
https://youtu.be/vkJlT00onrA


If you haven’t had a chance to hear this powerful sermon by Rev. Otis Moss, III 
and listen to the panel discussion yet, I would highly recommend it. Remember 
that Ahmaud Arbery was killed before any of the people mentioned in today’s 
sermon. The panel is moderated by Rev. Dr. Velda Love, UCC Minister for 
Racial Justice 
 
Kelly Latimore Icons 
Take a look at Kelly’s gallery of work. You may have seen his image of the Holy 
Family in the Flight into Egypt as refugees trying to travel from Central or Latin 
America into the US. 
 
The Forum: Icons, Representation, and the Divine with Kelly Latimore and 
Mark Bozutti-Jones 
Discussion of Kelly’s version of the Trinity begins at 10:10 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://kellylatimoreicons.com/
https://youtu.be/8dnDJ4azadY
https://youtu.be/8dnDJ4azadY
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