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“I was a radical, a revolutionist. I am still a revolutionist…I am glad I was in the 

Stonewall riot. I remember when someone threw a Molotov cocktail, I thought, “My god, 
the revolution is here. The revolution is finally here!”  

– Sylvia Rivera 
 

“Revolution is not a one-time event.” 
― Audre Lorde  

 
“Everybody’s journey is individual. If you fall in love with a boy, you fall in love with a 
boy. The fact that many Americans consider it a disease says more about them than it 

does about homosexuality.” – James Baldwin 
 

“We need, in every community, a group of angelic troublemakers.” 
 – Bayard Rustin 

 
“The Lord is my Shepherd and he knows I’m gay.” – Rev. Troy Perry 

 
“Burst down those closet doors once and for all and stand up and start to fight.” 

― Harvey Milk 
 

“No pride for some of us without liberation for all of us." 
—Marsha P. Johnson 

 
 
GATHERING MUSIC 
The Many - All Belong Here  
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
PRELUDE: “J. S. Bach Prelude #9” from the Well-Tempered Clavier Book II 
played by Peter Amidon 

Can you identify each of these Pride flags? 



 
 
GREETINGS 

Good morning and welcome! My name is Elisa Lucozzi, (she/her)1 and I am pastor to 
the beloved community that is Guilford Community Church. We’re so glad you have 
joined us this morning for our first annual service honoring and recommitting to being 
an Open and Affirming Church, that is, a church that actively welcomes and supports 
those who identify as LGBTQIA+. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Next Sunday we will have a special service celebrating our graduates. If you know 
someone who is connected to the congregation who graduated or retired this year, 
please let us know so that we can include them in the celebration. 

Even though many of us are now vaccinated or have at least had our first shot, we 
continue to gather online because we love and care about our congregation and our 
community and want to move forward slowly, in a way that is best for our congregation 
and that keeps everyone as safe as possible.  We have also enjoyed welcoming guests, 
friends and members from other parts of the state, country even other parts of the world 
due to this new technology that has changed our lives so much, and we want to keep 
being able to have our arms open wide. If we have learned nothing else over this past 14 
months, it is that even if we can’t yet be together in person, we know that it can’t keep 
our hearts from connecting. We also know that the Re-Launch Task Force is working 
hard to create a safe outdoor worship space for us to use this summer which will include 
the continuation of an online option. So, let us keep creating new ways of being church 
because we know that being church has nothing to do with a building and everything to 
do with loving each other. Let us gather to be the church in a new way with a welcome 
wide enough for all.  
 
WELCOME - adapted from Shaping Sanctuary by Gordon Brown 
 
So welcome: No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome 
here: 
  
If you are old or young, a noisy wiggly baby or a child of any age 
If you have brown skin, black skin, white skin, people of all colors, cultures and abilities, 
you are welcome. 
If you are married or single, gay, straight, or bisexual 
If you are female, male, transgender or genderqueer 
If you are sick or well 
If you are happy or sad 
If you are rich or poor 
If you are a refugee or a citizen 

 
1 Why using pronouns is so important 



If you claim this religious tradition, or another, or none at all. 
If you believe in God some of the time or none of the time or all of the time, you are 
welcome.  
Come with your gifts, your pain, your hope, your fears 
Come with the traditions that have helped you and hurt you 
Come with your experiences that have made you and broken you  
Come with a mind ready to engage, and a heart open to discern  
Come and listen for the Holy Spirit that calls you to love your neighbor wholeheartedly, 
seek justice, create peace and practice compassion. You are welcome here!  
 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES AND SILENT MEDITATION 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP by Rev. Ann B. Day 
 
One: We are part of the Church universal - faithful people of 

every color, gender, class, sexual orientation, 
age, and ability, gathered to love and serve God. We are an Open and 
Affirming church. Together, let us worship God,  
rejoicing in the good news which we celebrate this day! 

All: There is a place in God's heart, 
there is a place at Christ's table, 
there is a place here and in every welcoming church 
for all people - Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Genderqueer, Asexual or Straight! 

One: Christ who gathers us, 
bids us follow in the ways of love and justice. 

All: May our hearts be open to Christ's leading in our worship 
and in our living, this day and always. 

 
 
FIRST HYMN: “Lord, You Have Searched Me” 
Music: Margaret R. Tucker ©1998; Words based on Psalm 139 
Sung by members of the GCC Virtual Choir 



 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER Ken Kornfield, he/him 
“Blessed Are the Queer” by Helen Rose  
 
Blessed are the wanderers, 
Seeking affirmation. 



Blessed are the worshipers, 
Praying from closets, 
Pulpits, pews, and hardship. 
Blessed are the lovers of leaving— 
Leaving family and familiarity, 
Leaving tables 
Where love is not being served. 
Blessed are those who stay. 
Blessed are those 
Who hunger and thirst for justice – 
For they will be satisfied. 
Blessed are the queer 
Disciples of Truth, 
Living, breathing, sacred 
Reflections of Divine Love. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
One: One of the spiritual gifts that some queer people often have is the ability to cut 
through the bull and get to the heart of things, the realities too easily ignored.   
 
Many of my queer friends expressed this sentiment: “I spent too much time trying to 
cover up who I was to not be real and true to myself now, and to make sure that others 
are doing the same.”  It is in that spirit that we are called to confess the truths about our 
lives, both the truths we want to celebrate and the truths we want to hide.  As followers 
of Christ, we are called to bring our whole selves before God and before each other, so 
that we might be truly reconciled with one another and with God.  Trusting in God’s 
mercy, full of pride and full of humility, let us pray:  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy One, God of many names and many identities, we praise you for the extravagant 
diversity of your creation.  From clown fish who change gender to promote the 
flourishing of the school and penguins who forge same-sex bonds to care for their 
young, from forget-me-nots that reproduce asexually to olive trees with three genders, 
you teach us the many ways in which your Spirit of relational love and nurturing care 
manifests in our world.  We confess that sometimes our understandings of gender and 
sexuality limit the ways in which we know each other and know you.   
 
Forgive us when we, personally and as a society, use names and definitions 
as weapons to oppress or as fences to exclude.  Free us from the constraints 
of our narrow views and expand our vision so that we might recognize and 
enjoy the capacious creativity of bodily expressions that reveal your infinite 
glory.  In the name of the One who is Many, we pray.  Amen.   
 
SILENCE 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
One: Beloved ones of God, hear the good news: in Jesus Christ, we are a new creation.  



 
All: God has reconciled us to Godself and to each other through the love 
and grace made tangible and touchable in Christ. 
 
One: In the light of God’s love, we are free to live fully and wildly, affirmed and 
accepted as beloved children of God.   
 
All: Joined together with our Loving Partner, let our lives bring joy, 
justice and compassion into the world.   Amen! 
 
FIRST ANTHEM: “Singabahambayo Thina” 
Words and music: South African freedom song in Zulu 
Sung by the GCC Virtual Choir 
 
On Earth an army is marching 
We're going home  
Our longing bears a song 
So sing out strong Sithi Halleluya 
 
With love our hearts are ablazing 
For those who roam 
And wander far away 
Though longing home Sithi Halleluya 
 
Each day our friendship is growing 
And with all speed 
We share our wine and bread 
A hasty meal Sithi Halleluya 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY: “They, She, He Easy as ABC” by Maya Christina Gonzalez and 
Matthew SG read by Roshe Hebert, they/them 
 
PRAYER FOR THE CHILDREN  
 
CHILDREN’S HYMN: “This Little Light of Mine” 
Words and music: Traditional African American spiritual  
Recorded on October 25, 2020 
Sung by the GCC Virtual Choir, arranged by Peter Amidon 
 
SCRIPTURE: David Shallenberger, he/him 
 
Psalm 139:1-16 (NIV)  
 
1 You have searched me, Lord, 
    and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; 
    you perceive my thoughts from afar. 



3 You discern my going out and my lying down; 
    you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue 
    you, Lord, know it completely. 
5 You hem me in behind and before, 
    and you lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
    too lofty for me to attain.7 Where can I go from your Spirit? 
    Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
    if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, 
    your right hand will hold me fast. 
 11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 
    and the light become night around me,” 
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
    the night will shine like the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you.13 For you created my inmost being; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
    your works are wonderful, 
    I know that full well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you 
    when I was made in the secret place, 
    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; 
    all the days ordained for me were written in your book 
    before one of them came to be. 
 
Matthew 10:40-42  
40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous 
person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these 
will lose their reward.” 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn: #617 “Write These Words in Our Hearts 
...” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON: “Welcoming Pride and Protest” 
 

“I am reminded that Pride is a protest. When I march, it will be in protest of all those 
who deny my humanity...” Rev. Cindy Bourgeois is the first transgender person 

ordained to the ministry in a mainline denomination in Canada 
 

They were so mad and confused as to why they weren’t loved simply for loving and being 
who they were. So, they left their towns and villages and came to make their own space, 
to make their own home. They dressed in whatever they felt like, they loved whomever 
they chose. The boys, they got ladies clothes – who knows where they got those and 
suddenly, they were free!  They spoke of love and lust, of pleasure and bodies, they 
spoke beauty and anger and they danced and sang! They kept singing and dancing. They 
are my ancestors. 
  
June 28, 1969 – The Stonewall Inn, 52 years ago this month; where men could dance 
with men and women with women - street kids, drag queens and transvestites as they 
use to be called. Where the cops would regularly come and raid, forcing people into 
bathrooms to expose themselves so the police could make sure they were wearing 
clothes that matched the body they happen to be born with. But on that night they said 
– “NO!” refusing to leave, refusing to be subjected to inhumane “tests” of their gender, 
refusing to show their IDs.   
 
And instead of scurrying away just grateful to get away - Storme DeLavarie, a bi-racial, 
stone butch lesbian, founder of the first fully integrated drag review (yes, they played the 
Apollo) dressed in a fine suit with a line of chorus girls behind her that some might of 
said were men. 
 
They put cuffs on her 4 times and 4 times she fought her way out of the wagon yelling 
“Why don’t you all do something?!” 
 
Some say it was Marsha P. Johnson who picked up the first brick and threw it.  The cops 
were so afraid they barricaded themselves in the bar they were trying to empty. Riot 
police everywhere and what did they do Marsha and Sylvia, Ms. Major and Storme? 
They started to kick. No! not that kind of kicking - a kick line, lifted those size 14 heels 
while singing, “We are the Stonewall Girls, we wear our hair in curls…..” 
 
They danced and sang – those gorgeous black, brown and tan women high kicking and 
singing. It went on for a number of nights. Those trans, gay men, lesbians, non-binary 
queer family members, they started to hold hands on the streets.2 
 
I invite you to pray with me – May the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, loving and gracious God. 
 

 
2 The story of Stonewall as told by Rev. Quinn Caldwell in a sermon delivered at Old South Church, June 9, 2019  
 



As we begin Gay Pride Month, the month of June, we join with Open and Affirming 
United Church of Christ churches around the country who will celebrate the extravagant 
welcome open and affirming churches are called to share.  
 
In 1985, the UCC’s General Synod urged UCC congregations to “Declare Themselves 
Open and Affirming.” The Coalition accepts responsibility to fund, manage and grow the 
Open and Affirming (“ONA”) movement. According to the Coalition, more than 1,600 of 
the 4,882 UCC congregations. About 33 percent of all UCC churches are listed as 
officially Open and Affirming as of today. I’d like to take a minute here and welcome two 
of the latest churches to become ONA who are both from Vermont – First 
Congregational Church of Berlin and the First Congregational Church of St. Albans.  
 
It is important to note here that it wasn’t until 2003 that General Synod adopted a 
resolution which would affirm the humanity and belovedness of transgender people, 
and the ONA movement still has ground to gain when it comes to explicitly recognizing 
and affirming other gender expressions and sexualities.  
 
Guilford Community Church has its own history when it comes to its Open and 
Affirming status. About the same time the Vermont Conference was struggling with the 
question of whether they would be an open and affirming conference, Guilford was also 
in the process of deciding to officially make this statement of radical welcome. I 
understand from reading the history of that process that it was not easy and that the 
church lost some long-time members. Sadly, this is not uncommon. I also want to 
recognize Tom Ragle, who continues to be an active member of this church and who was 
instrumental in moving the process forward. It has also been told to me that Rev. Lise 
Sparrow openly questioned her ability to remain pastor if the church did not vote to 
become Open and Affirming. 
 
All this is a reason to celebrate with pride and it is also a reason why we need to 
continue to protest and actively stand with LGBTQIA+ people everywhere. We recognize 
ONA Sunday today to remember and celebrate the fact that GCC is now and has been for 
some time, a church that is open and seeks to affirm LGBTQIA+ people as members of 
their family of faith. I also want to challenge us to think about how we can be better 
accomplices in supporting queer people in the wider church setting, in our community 
and in our state. 
 
Labor leader and civil rights activist César Chávez once said, “Once social change 
begins, it cannot be reversed. You cannot un-educate the person who has learned to 
read. You cannot humiliate the person who feels pride. You cannot oppress the people 
who are not afraid anymore.” 
 
At the end of the month, we will join our sister churches for a union service celebrating 
Queer Pride. Pride is a loaded word in religious life. In some faith traditions, pride is 
identified as the root of all sins, thanks to Augustine.  It is listed as one of the seven 
deadly sins. One scripture utilized against the Chávez quote was from Proverbs: “Pride 
goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” So, needless to say, in 
Christianity, pride, in general, gets a pretty bad rap. 



 
Which leads us to one of the quintessential expressions of LGBTQIA+ celebration – 
“Pride,” a yearly celebration of the queer movement that happens every June.  
 
Why June? Because it was on that June night back in 1969 that Sylvia Rae Rivera, Miss 
Major Griffin-Gracy, Stormé DeLarverie, and Marsha P. Johnson—black and brown 
women, three who identify as trans and one who identifies as lesbian, along with other 
members of our queer family, said “ENOUGH!” 
 
These brave souls were at the front lines of the Stonewall Uprising, standing against the 
power of the state and a sociocultural setting that declared the existence of our 
communities unlawful and deviant. The freedoms and pride I experience today are 
because of them and those like them. Now, I’m not making an argument here for 
physical violence, but in their stories, in their witness, there is a truth of what we must 
do when prejudice threatens our freedom. 
 
Stonewall, you see, was an uprising against police brutality – one with a fabulous flare 
and chorus girl kick lines, yet still a protest not unlike the protests we have seen rise up 
around the country against the police brutality lobbied against our black siblings, 
especially in the wake of George Floyd’s murder. You see, Black Lives Matter and the 
LGBTQIA+ movement have always been connected, bound together. It was because of 
black and brown trans activist that the modern movement for queer rights was born. 
 
We need to relearn history. We need to stop whitewashing history and silencing the 
voices of our black, brown and indigenous siblings. We need to stop “straightening up” 
history and silencing the voices of our queer siblings. Protesting is not the enemy. It is a 
vehicle for change. It is a sign and symbol that others who are not as affected by 
oppression actually care for those whose daily well-being, for those whose lives are at 
risk of being snuffed out by that hatred and oppression.  
 
I hope remembering and celebrating Open and Affirming Sunday and Stonewall 
Uprising, one of the protests that led to the creation of Pride celebrations, gives you a 
truly clear example of the cost of pride and freedom and of love for oneself and one’s 
community. It leads us to ask, what do we do when our walking with pride is halted by 
the brutal and unfounded notion that we don’t deserve to have this dignity, this civil and 
social equality? What do we do when prejudice clouds the way to freedom? If Chavez’s 
words are true, and I believe they are, it should cause us to ask – what are we doing now 
to truly continue living into being an ONA church? 
 
When prejudice prevails, it is then that pride becomes even more vital. The strength to 
counter shame and bondage and danger with the acts of being more proud and freer and 
more committed to radical and transformative love is the most potent weapon we have 
against prejudice and its effects on ourselves, on our neighbors and on our world.  
 
When prejudice tells Syrian and Latin American refugees that they are not worthy of 
freedom, or that trans people are not respectable enough to be a part of gay liberation 
histories, or that Muslims are our enemies… all for no reason but unsubstantiated bias… 



that’s when we must even take pride in others as beings of sacred worth and walk with 
them on the way to freedom. 
 
And, even when our own judgments of ourselves based on internalized shame, guilt, and 
hatred tell us– and I’m not just talking to LGBTQIA people here— it speaks to us all 
saying, “I am not worthy.” We have to listen for the voice of truth that reminds us we are 
fearfully and wonderfully made; we are God’s beloved in whom God is well pleased.  It is 
from our own belovedness we are called to fight for others whose belovedness is not 
seen or valued. We are love incarnate and we should let that love shine with pride! 
Amen. 
 

“We color the world, 
Not with the darkness of our pasts,  
But with the rainbow of our hope.”  

― Jenim Dibie  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER: “Blessing of Hope” by Jan Richardson
So may we know 

the hope 
that is not just 
for someday 

but for this day— 
here, now, 

in this moment 
that opens to us: 
hope not made 

of wishes 
but of substance, 

hope made of sinew 
and muscle 
and bone, 

hope that has breath 
and a beating heart, 

hope that will not 
keep quiet 

and be polite, 
hope that knows 

how to holler 
when it is called for, 

hope that knows 
how to sing 

when there seems 
little cause, 

hope that raises us 
from the dead— 

not someday 
but this day, 



every day, 
again and 

again and again.



SECOND ANTHEM: “Everything Possible” 
Words and Music by Fred Small (1985) 
Sung by Andy Davis 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Jyn Rankin (she/her) 
 
This is the time in our service where I invite your prayers – prayers of concern or 
sorrow, prayers of celebration and joy. If you have something or someone you would like 
our gathering to pray for you can type it into the comments section that accompanies 
this live feed. This morning we will also be using a special version of the Lord’s Prayer 
written initially to help bring awareness to some of the struggles faced by those who are 
transgender but expanded upon for our service today to include the many identities that 
claim their identity as queer. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: “We Answer the Call of Love” by Rev. Julia Corbett-Hemeyer  
 
In the face of hate, 
We answer the call of love. 
In the face of exclusion, 
We answer the call of inclusion. 
In the face of homophobia, 
We answer the call of LGBTQIA+ rights. 
In the face of racism, 
We answer of justice for all races. 
In the face of xenophobia, 
We answer the call of pluralism. 
In the face of misogyny, 
We answer the call of women’s rights. 
In the face of demagoguery, 
We answer the call of reason. 
In the face of religious intolerance, 
We answer the call of diversity. 
In the face of narrow nationalism, 
We answer the call of global community. 
In the face of bigotry, 
We answer the call of open-mindedness. 
In the face of despair, 
We answer the call of hope. 

As followers of one family of faith, we answer the call of love — 
now more than ever. 

Now let us say together the prayer that Jesus taught us, using whatever words help us to 
embody its promise. May we bring about one small glimpse of the (kingdom) of God, a 
kin-dom where all are well, all are fed and free, where all are whole, where all know 
love, where all are beloved. 
 



“The Lord’s Prayer For Transgender Awareness” by Rev. Kim Sorrells adapted by Rev. 
Elisa Lucozzi 
 
Our Mother and Father, our beloved Parent, in whom we move and breathe and have 
our being, the hallowing of your name shines forth in the diversity of your children. 
May your peace and love, justice and equality, inclusion and belonging reign here on 
earth as in heaven. Grant that our all of us but especially our queer loved ones might 
have their daily needs met—that they might find gainful employment without 
discrimination; that they might have access to medical care without fear; that they 
might have their rights and lives protected, and that they might find a loving community 
to belong to and call their own. Forgive us for the ways that we have fallen short and 
failed Your queer children, especially Your trans and non-binary youth. Forgive us of the 
times we turned away, or did not care; for the times we laughed or judged their unique 
expression of your image; for the times we have misspoken, asked too much, or failed to 
hear, as we forgive those who might have failed us. Lead us away from the temptation to 
be complacent in the face of injustice, but instead give us courage to stand up and stand 
with Your beloved children, for Your love and justice is to be made manifest now and 
forever. Amen. 

Let us pray: Our Father, (Our Father/Mother, Our Creator) who art in heaven, hallowed 
be Thy Name. Thy kingdom (kin-dom) come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespasses against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom (kin-dom) and the power and the glory, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 
OFFERTORY 
 
CALL TO OFFERING 
We are every expression, every color of the rainbow. We are created by love for love. Let 
us gather our resources, our time, our talents and make this offering to show this love to 
the whole world.   
 
Supporting the church and the mission of the church is more important than ever. You 
can still send in your weekly offerings to the church via US mail 38 Church 
Dr.  Guilford, VT 05301 or consider using our online "offering plate" by going to the 
church’s website and clicking the Paypal donation button on the home page. So now let 
us gather up all these offerings as well as the offering of our time and talents and 
dedicate them to continuing the work of bring about God’s justice and love in the world. 
 
DOXOLOGY: Katharine Breunig, piano 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION by Enfleshed 
 

We are all one human family. In Your love you created us. Through Your grace You 
reach out to us. You are great enough to hold us all in Your arms at the same time. Help 
us to open our hearts to the world that You love. Teach us to weave our lives together. 

We yield to Spirit, offering what we have to the greater good. In this way, each day,  
we begin again in love. Amen.  

 
 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION by Enfleshed 
 
The Holy One be with you  
And also with you  
 
Open your hearts to the One who is Love  
We open our hearts to you, O God  
 
Let us give thanks to God who takes risks for love  
For the courage of the Holy that lives in us, we give thanks  
 
Bold and Beloved One, throughout history you have revealed yourself to us in ways that 
surprise and disrupt.  
 
You shocked the world when You came to be with us as a vulnerable baby born into a 
family fleeing political persecution.  
 
Though the scandal of Your embodiment in Jesus led to crucifixion, still Your Spirit of 
New Life is birthed anew among the marginalized.  
 
You live among us today:  
 
In the lives of black trans women whose experiences of violence are dismissed and 
ignored.  
 
Among bisexual people living with HIV/AIDS.  
 
As babies born into the care of lesbian women.  
 
You wander school halls as trans children and navigate the streets as queer couples 
walking hand-in-hand.  
 
You come to us as LGBTQ2SIA youth with no home.  
 
You are embodied by Two-Spirit people, still fighting against the impacts of 
colonization, erasure, and stolen land.  
 
At times, we are offended by your self-expression.  



 
You take on flesh in people, places, and ideas we have been taught to fear or despise.  
 
And so we struggle. Our hearts harden. Our hospitality recoils.  
 
But still, Your Love persists. Through beauty, compassion, and truth, You lure us into 
laying down our need to control.  
 
You move us. Free us. Embrace us.  
 
By Your grace, we are brought into the Sacred labors of justice and transformation. We 
become free in Christ to reject all evil and oppression.  
 
Like those who gathered with Jesus on the night of his arrest, we come in need of grace.  
 
After feasting with his companions, Jesus took the bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to 
all of them and said, "This is my body which is given for you. Take, eat, and remember 
me."  
 
After the supper, he did the same with the cup, saying, "This is a symbol of the new 
covenant. Drink it in remembrance of me."  
 
In remembering the life of Jesus, we remember what He showed us.  
 
The love of God is public. The love of God is intentional. The love of God is 
explicit.  
 
And so, we pray, pour out Your Spirit on this bread and this cup, O God. Through these 
gifts, open our hearts to encounters with Christ in the strange and the ordinary. May the 
bread of life and the cup of blessing strengthen us in our courage to live as Jesus lived. 
Amen.  

 
SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 

Leader: We are welcome to this gift of God, the Bread of Heaven. 
Unison: We are Christ’s family in the Bread we share. 

 
Leader: We are welcome to this gift of God, the Cup of Blessing. 

Unison: We are Christ’s family in the Cup we share. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: “Accept, O God, the Gifts We Bring” 
Sung by Perrin Scott, arranged and accompanied by Andy Davis 
 



 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 
Nourishing One, Your gifts renew us in body, spirit, and mind. Through this 
taste of Love, may the Spirit send us with a faith that is brave. Letting no 
institution or narrow thinking hold us back, make us people who boldly 
pursue collective justice and tend gently to the world’s pain. Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN: “O for A World” Sung by the GCC Virtual Choir 
 



 
 
BENEDICTION by Enfleshed 
 
Beloveds, let us go with hearts full of courage, that we might practice love that disrupts 
bigotry. Let us go with minds open to experiencing God in ways strange and unexpected, 
in ways ordinary and everyday. And let us go with joy, for the Creator of all life goes with 
us. Amen.  
 
THREEFOLD AMEN 
 
POSTLUDE: “J. S. Bach Prelude #15” from the Well-Tempered Clavier Book II 
played by Peter Amidon 
 
FOR FURTHER PRAYER AND REFLECTION: 

Love Yourself by Billy Porter featuring the cast of Pose 
March, March by The Chicks (formerly The Dixie Chicks) 

 
Open and Affirming (ONA) Coalition of the United Church of Christ 

 
Self-Evaluation Tool for ONA Churches 

 
From the start, Black Lives Matter has been about LGBTQ lives 

 
Queer is the word I use to define… 

 



So You Want To Be An Ally: Showing Up Well for Pride 
 

More than Survival by Rev. Laura Engelken, Director of Interfaith Education and 
Engagement at UVM 

 

 
https://nakedpastor.com/ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


