
The Parable of the Talents 
 

July 31, 2022 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE:  

GREETING/WELCOME 
Good morning and welcome! My name is Larrimore Crockett,  and I am a 
former Assistant Pastor to this beloved community that is Guilford Community 
Church, having served here with my late wife, Shirley, in the 1980's and 
1990's. It is so good to have you with us on this Eighth Sunday of Pentecost,  
as we reflect this morning on our past, our present and our future as a 
community of faith.  

I also want to extend a welcome to everyone joining us online via YouTube this 
morning and let you know although you might not be here with us in person 
today, you are most definitely here in our hearts.   

Let us lean into being together in all of the ways that we can. Let us gather 
worshipping God, offering prayers, opening  our hearts and reflecting on God’s 
word to us this day together.  

Let us keep creating new ways of being church because we know that being 
church has nothing to do with a building and everything to do with loving each 
other. Let us gather to be the church in a new way with a welcome wide enough 
for all.   

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Let us acknowledge and honor this land we occupy by honoring and 
acknowledging those Original People who belong to this Land. 
We gather here on the bank of the Broad Brook (or Wanascatok) 
In the shadow of the great Mount Wantastiquet 
In the valley of the rushing Connecticut (or Kwenitekw) 
to worship and discern together the call of God 
to the United Church of Christ for these days. 



Let us know that we do so on the homelands of the Sokoki Aben’aki, who have 
lived in relationship with this land for thousands of years, and are still living 
here today. 
We offer them our gratitude and respect, 
Our repentance and hope in solidarity with them… 
It is a Holy Communion we share of life on earth 
of past and present, of pain and reconciliation, 
of mystery and majesty … let us begin. 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES AND SILENT MEDITATION 
As we gather today grateful for our very lives, for this breath in our lungs with 
which we can praise God, where we can connect with the Holy Spirit, Ruach 
and know that God is within us. 

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 95:1-7. 
Leader:   O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock 
of our salvation! 
People:  Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  let us make a 
joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
Leader:  For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
People:  In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the 
mountains are his also. 
Leader: The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have 
formed. 
People: O come, let us worship and bow down;  let us kneel before the 
Lord, our Maker!; For he is our God,  and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand. 

FIRST HYMN:   #80  “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”   Isaac Watts/ 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION/OPENING PRAYER  FROM CELTIC PRAYERS, AVERY BROOKE, 
ED. 
````    God to enfold me, 
 God to surround me, 
 God in my speaking, 
 God in my thinking. 

 God in my sleeping, 
 God in my waking, 
 God in my watching, 
 God in my hoping. 

 God in my life, 
 God in my lips, 
 God in my soul, 
 God in my heart. 



CALL TO CONFESSION: This time of confession is one of the gifts of worship. It 
provides us the opportunity to turn inward, be honest with ourselves in the 
presence of God, be vulnerable, assess our lives, and if need be, set a new 
course. We are blessed to have such an opportunity! This morning I invite you 
in particular to think about your unique skills and abilities and ask, "Are there 
ways I could let myself be used more fully by God for the good of others?" Let 
us be in community in this time of silent confession.  

A PERIOD OF SILENT CONFESSION: 
 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE:  One fact remains that does not change: God has loved 
you, loves you now, and will love you always. This is the good news that brings 
us new life. Amen. 

STORY FOR ALL AGES.     "One Piece of Tape!" 

PRAYER FOR THE CHILDREN/BLESSING THE CHILDREN - As You Journey by Ann 
Hossler  

As you journey  
As you journey  
May you know  
May you know  
Love and hope go with you  
Love and hope go with you  
Wherever you go 
Wherever you go 

FIRST ANTHEM:  WELL DONE, SERVANT  AFRICAN-AMERICAN SPIRITUAL,      
COLLECTED FROM ROSITA MATTHEWS, ARR, LARRIMORE  CROCKETT 
   
READINGS: 

To be of use 
BY MARGE PIERCY 

The people I love the best 
jump into work head first 
without dallying in the shallows 
and swim off with sure strokes almost out of sight. 
They seem to become natives of that element, 
the black sleek heads of seals 
bouncing like half-submerged balls. 

I love people who harness themselves, an ox to a heavy cart, 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/marge-piercy


who pull like water buffalo, with massive patience, 
who strain in the mud and the muck to move things forward, 
who do what has to be done, again and again. 

I want to be with people who submerge 
in the task, who go into the fields to harvest 
and work in a row and pass the bags along, 
who are not parlor generals and field deserters 
but move in a common rhythm 
when the food must come in or the fire be put out. 

The work of the world is common as mud. 
Botched, it smears the hands, crumbles to dust. 
But the thing worth doing well done 
has a shape that satisfies, clean and evident. 
Greek amphoras for wine or oil, 
Hopi vases that held corn, are put in museums 
but you know they were made to be used. 
The pitcher cries for water to carry 
and a person for work that is real. 

Psalm 90: 1-6, 16-17. (NRSV) 
1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
2 Before the mountains were brought forth or ever you had formed the earth 
and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
3 You turn us back to dust and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” 

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a 
watch in the night. 
5 You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in 
the morning; 
6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and 
withers . . . . . . 
16 (But) let your work be manifest to your servants and your glorious power to 
their children. 
17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us and prosper for us the work of 
our hands — O prosper the work of our hands! 

Matthew 25:14-30. (RSV) 
14 “For it will be as when a man going on a journey called his servants and 
entrusted to them his property; 15 to one he gave five talents,[a] to another 
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He 
who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he 
made five talents more. 17 So also, he who had the two talents made two 
talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the 



ground and hid his master’s money. 19 Now after a long time the master of 
those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 
‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 
21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been 
faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a 
little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also 
who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to 
be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not winnow; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked 
and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather 
where I have not winnowed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own 
with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the 
ten talents. 29 For to every one who has will more be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 
30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep 
and gnash their teeth.’ 

RESPONSE:   "Write These Words" 

SERMON: 

PASTORAL PRAYER:   from Be Present Here, by Shirley H. Crockett. 
Our Creator God whose name is Love, in these moments of worship, may we 
sense our being drawn closer to you by the cords of eternal love. We come 
before you because we know you love us and therefore we know we can trust 
you. We ask you to help us in the ministry of love to which you call us, for we 
are all ministers together. May we be faithful to your way. Sharpen our vision 
to perceive what radical things you may wish for us to do and be for the sake of 
our world. For all of us, together, worshipping today, we pray. Almighty God, 
where there is anxiety -- and many of us are anxious -- grant the peace that 
comes through a confident faith in you. Where there is sorrow -- and many of 
us are in sorrow -- grant us the strength of your comfort and help us trust in 
the rightness of your way, which we do not always understand. Where there is 
mistrust, grant faith. Where there is despair, bring a new hopefulness because 
we see others do care. Where there is weakness, bring your strength. Where 
there is fear, help us to feel your love that casts out fear. O God, we are so of 
this world! Help us to place ourselves also in the light of your world. May we 



rejoice together in the wonder of your love, that so quickly removes any 
strangeness, and which joins us together in the power of your Holy Spirit, 
which is the source of our strength and our salvation. Amen. 

ANTHEM/HYMN (IN BULLETIN) "Something Good is Going to Happen to   
You"    Ralph Carmichael 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

This is the time in our service where I invite your prayers – prayers of concern 
or sorrow, prayers of celebration and joy. If you have something or someone 
you would like our gathering to pray for you can type it into the comments 
section that accompanies this live feed.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE by Shirley Harris Crockett 

1. Almighty God, you have cared for us again and again.  

2. You have spared our lives in times of danger and times of illness.  

1. You have comforted us in our times of suffering and of sorrow.  

2. We praise you and give you thanks.  

1. Today we come to this place of worship with many needs.  

2. The whole range of human experience has affected us in one way or 
another; if we ever feel untouched by it all, it is only for a moment.  

1. In fact, life has sometimes borne down so hard upon some of us that we 
sometimes doubt you: doubt your presence, doubt if you are really in charge.  

2. We ask, "Do you care for us? When are we going to get some relief?"  

1. Questions about you lurk in our inner shadows.  

2. We are grateful that you bless our unbelief. Help us, O God, to be 
honest with you and to put the hard questions to you.  

1. Give us patience to live with the questions, until an answer comes, or until a 
heightened faith allows us no longer to demand an answer.  



2. We thank you that we can even see your glory in some things that seem 
troublesome and tragic to us.  

1. Now for a moment, let us remember a time that seemed then to be troubled, 
but from which something good did happen.  

     (A period of silence) 

2. We thank you for that. Almighty God, help us to be aware that you do 

hold us, and that you will help us in your time, but not always in our 

time.  

1. We thank you for all the good that happens here in this church, the care for 
each other, the Spirit that moves among us, and heals us.  

2. We ask that that Spirit may be known by those people whom we are 
now remembering in our hearts.  

(A period of silence) 

1.  Now let us say together the prayer that Jesus taught us using whatever 
words help us to embody its promise. May we bring about one small glimpse of 
the (kingdom) of God, a kin-dom where all are well, all are fed and free, where 
all are whole, where all know love, where all know they are beloved. 
You are invited to join hands within families or pods or to extend hands to others 

as you feel comfortable 

Let us pray: Our Father, (Our Father/Mother, Our Creator) who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom (kin-dom) come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespasses against us and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom (kin-dom) and the 
power and the glory now and forever. Amen.  

RESPONSE:  "Hear Our Prayer, O Lord." 

CALL TO OFFERING 
Supporting the church and the mission of the church is more important than 
ever. You can still send in your weekly offerings to the church via US mail 38 
Church Dr.  Guilford, VT 05301 or consider using our online "offering plate" by 
going to the church’s website and clicking the Paypal donation button on the 
home page. So now let us gather up all these offerings as well as the offering of 



our time and talents and dedicate them to continuing the work of our still 
speaking God.  

ANTHEM:  "Time Has  Made a Change" 

DOXOLOGY 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (TO BE READ IN UNISON): 
ALMIGHTY God, time is flying by, we are growing older, the world is 
changing in ways we scarcely dreamed could happen, and we ourselves are 
changing. In the midst of all this change,  the work of your kin(g)-dom is 
like an anchor in a choppy sea. Today we offer ourselves, the work of our 
hands, our diverse abilities, the fruit of our various labors, our willingness 
to be used, our willingness  to speak out - we offer it all to to the building 
of that kin-dom of love, peace, justice and forgiveness. Accept these 
offerings, we pray, in the Name of your Son, Jesus Christ, Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

CLOSING  HYMN (In Bulletin) "O GOD OF VISION" by  Jane Parker Huber/Tune: 
LOBE DEN HERREN 

BENEDICTION: (TO BE READ RESPONSIVELY):  
LEADER: The Lord bless you and keep you! 
Congregation: The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto 
you! 
Leader: The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you! 
Congregation: And give you peace! 
ALL:     AMEN! 

THREEFOLD AMEN 

TAKING THE LIGHT OUT INTO THE WORLD 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/BIRTHDAY SONG 

POSTLUDE  


